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McComb High freshman arrested
after bomb threat

MCCOMB — Authorities said a
McComb High School freshman is
being held in a juvenile detention cen-
ter after a prank bomb threat on
Wednesday resulted in his arrest.

McComb School District safety
officer Greg Gilmore told the Enter-
prise-Journal a 14-year-old boy alleged-
ly called in a bomb threat to 911 from
the high school about 9 a.m. Gilmore
said officers identified the caller and
arrested him by 10:50 a.m. Detective
Deska Varnado said the student is
charged with false reporting of a bomb
or explosive device of mass destruction
and disturbance of a school session.

FBI seeks 2 more suspects in
Osyka bank robbery

OSYKA — Authorities are seeking
two additional suspects in an Aug. 4
bank robbery in Osyka.

The FBI said in a news release
Thursday there are two possible sus-
pects who are believed to have pur-
chased material used in the robbery of
the First Bank of Osyka. The first is a
male of medium build in his early to
mid-40s, with short brown hair. The
second suspect is a male with a small
build in his late teens or early 20s, with
brown hair. The original robbery sus-
pect is described as a male with a large
build wearing a black coverall suit.

Authorities said as the initial sus-
pect entered the bank, he pulled a mesh
net over his head and displayed a pistol

and demanded money.

Woman accused of taking horse
saddles worth $6,000

OCEAN SPRINGS — Authorities
said an Ocean Springs woman is ac-
cused of taking more than $6,000 in
horse saddles and accessories from her
employer and hiding them.

Jackson County Sheriff Mike Ezell
told The Sun Herald Jerricah Ann Pier-
ron, 25, was arrested this week on a
grand larceny charge. She was re-
leased from jail on a $1,000 bond. Ezell
said Pierron allegedly took saddles and
horse tack belonging to Ginny Harrison
of Covington, Louisiana. 

Additional charges filed against
suspect in double homicide

BAY ST. LOUIS — The 27-year-old
man accused of fatally shooting two
people last month in Bay St. Louis now
faces additional charges of attempted
murder and aggravated assault in the
wounding of the couple’s baby.

The Sun Herald reported the new
charges against Myrick Laneaux are
related to his alleged shooting of the
infant. Police Chief Mike De Nardo said
Thursday Laneaux had previously been
charged with two counts of murder. De
Nardo said the 6-month-old infant was
shot in the shoulder as her mother,
Kristina Quintini, 28, and father, Norris
Demetrius Mueller, 29, were fatally
struck. 

The child is expected to recover.

— Associated Press

In brief

Stocks mostly lower after hitting
records

Stocks closed mostly lower Friday,
weighed down by new data showing
weaker-than-expected retail sales and
a drop in producer prices in July.

Mining and chemicals companies
fell the most, while energy companies
rose along with the price of oil. 

The Dow Jones industrial average
and Standard & Poor’s 500 index both
retreated from Thursday’s record
highs. 

The Dow closed down 37 points, or
0.2 percent, to 18,576. The S&P fell 2
points, or 0.1 percent, to 2,184. 

The Nasdaq composite reached a
new high, up 5 points, or 0.1 percent, to
5,232. 

Bond prices rose, and the yield on
the 10-year Treasury note fell to
1.51 percent. Oil rose 2.3 percent to
$44.49 a barrel in New York. 

Tepid retail sales lower growth
expectations

A sluggish month of retail spending
has tempered expectations for the U.S.
economy’s growth in the coming
months. 

Consumers pulled back on shopping
and eating out in July after three
straight solid monthly gains, the gov-
ernment said Friday. 

Those declines were offset by in-
creases in auto sales and online and cat-
alog sales. 

Many economists credited the surge
in online and catalog spending, which
rose 1.3 percent, mainly to deals of-
fered during Amazon’s “Prime Day” on
July 12. 

Amazon said its sales rose 60 per-
cent on Prime Day compared with a
year earlier.

Still, the flat reading for overall re-
tail sales suggested the economy might
not rebound as quickly from a slump
that struck early this year as econo-
mists had been expecting.

Business briefs

AT&T Inc                      T              30.97       43.89      43.28      -.11
Aerojet Rocketdyne   AJRD       13.98       23.46      17.92     +.03
Apache Corp               APA         32.20       59.59      49.01      -.58
Armstrong Flooring    AFI           11.77       20.35      18.65      -.35
ATMOS Energy           ATO         52.08       81.97      77.26      -.09
BancorpSouth             BXS          18.69       27.23      24.15      -.11
Baxter Intl                   BAX         32.18       49.49      48.59      -.44
Cal-Maine Foods Inc   CALM      39.60       63.25      42.05     +.12
Callon Petrol               CPE            4.21       13.85      13.61     +.05
Cardinal Health          CAH         73.25       91.23      83.60      -.01
Caterpillar Inc             CAT         56.36       84.29      83.00      -.24
CenturyLink Inc           CTL          21.94       32.94      29.96      -.46
Chevron Corp              CVX         69.58     107.58    102.16     +.76
Citizens Holding         CIZN        19.01       25.42      21.21      -.29
CocaCola Co                KO           36.56       47.13      44.03     +.28
Comcast Corp A          CMCSA    50.00       68.36      67.51      -.17
Denbury Res                DNR           0.86         4.80        2.88     +.02
DuPont                        DD           47.11       75.72      67.66    -1.33
Duke Energy               DUK         65.50       87.31      83.49      -.42
Eastgroup Prop           EGP          49.31       74.56      73.40     +.63
Entergy                        ETR          61.27       82.09      79.52     +.25
FedEx Corp                  FDX       119.71     169.30    165.50      -.29
First Bncshs Miss.        FBMS       15.32       19.32      17.45      -.03
Freds Inc                      FRED        11.27       17.14      14.21     +.14
Gannett Co                 GCI          11.52       17.91      11.65     +.01
Gen Electric                 GE            19.37       33.00      31.24      -.05
Hancock Holding        HBHC       20.01       30.96      30.39     +.11
Haverty Furn               HVT         16.65       24.54      20.48      -.58
Hill-Rom Hldgs            HRC         42.99       58.73      58.01     +.18
Home Depot               HD           92.17     139.00    136.57      -.47
Intl Paper                    IP             32.50       48.21      46.50      -.43
Isle Capri Casino         ISLE          10.62       21.43      18.12      -.18
Kinder Morgan Inc     KMI         11.20       34.81      21.07     +.19
Kroger Co                    KR            27.32       42.75      32.58     +.28
L-3 Communications   LLL         101.11     154.50    148.21      -.83
La-Z-Boy Inc                LZB          19.56       30.59      30.13      -.09
MGM Resorts Intl        MGM       16.18       25.29      24.50      -.39
Magal Secur                MAGS        3.93         5.50        5.35     +.07
McDonalds Corp         MCD        87.50     131.96    119.52     +.14
Monsanto Co              MON       81.22     114.26    105.25      -.67
Nexstar Bdcstg Grp     NXST       34.65       61.79      52.86     +.39
Northrop Grumman   NOC       152.31     224.12    218.21     +.22
Nucor Corp                  NUE         33.90       57.08      50.69    -1.66
Paccar Inc                    PCAR       43.46       64.03      57.71      -.19
Parkway Properties     PKY         11.54       18.03      17.22     +.18
Peoples Fincl Miss       PFBX          8.53       11.26      10.37         ...
PepsiCo                        PEP          76.48     110.94    108.59     +.11
Quanta Services          PWR        16.77       27.05      24.90      -.17
Raytheon Co               RTN         96.68     142.56    142.25      -.07
Regions Fncl                RF              7.00       10.61        9.23      -.07
Renasant Corp            RNST        29.49       37.28      33.06      -.04
Sanderson Farms        SAFM       64.13       95.98      89.75   +1.49
Schlumberger Ltd       SLB          59.60       83.85      81.20      -.30
Southern Co                SO            41.81       54.64      52.35     +.03
Stein Mart                   SMRT         5.61       11.48        8.79     +.14
Toyota Mot                 TM           97.80     128.07    117.79     +.02
Trustmark                    TRMK      19.75       27.09      26.76      -.01
Tyson Foods                TSN          39.05       75.46      75.37     +.80
Verizon Comm            VZ            38.06       56.95      53.65      -.21
WalMart Strs               WMT       56.30       74.80      73.89     +.09
Wells Fargo & Co        WFC         44.50       57.72      47.90      -.34
Weyerhaeuser             WY          22.06       33.17      31.86      -.61
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Stocks of Local Interest

DOW
18,576.47 -37.05

NASDAQ
5,232.89 +4.49

S&P 500
2,184.05 -1.74

10-YR T-NOTE
1.51% -.05

30-YR T-BOND
2.23% -.04

CRUDE OIL
$44.49 +1.00

GOLD
$1,335.80 -6.70

EURO
$1.1164 +.0023
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Markets & Money

Just a year ago, almost nobody out-
side of the epidemiology community
had heard of Zika virus. But this sum-
mer, everybody knows about Zika as it
has spread like wildfire across the
globe. As panic has spread about this
stubborn mosquito-borne virus, a multi-
tude of companies have rushed to mar-
ket with claims that their product can
help keep you safe from Zika.

Health experts have warned that the
Zika virus can sicken people with fever,
rash, joint pain, red eyes and other
symptoms. At special risk, though, are
women who are pregnant or might soon
be pregnant, because of the risk of
having a baby born with microcephaly,
a condition marked by an abnormally
small head and incomplete brain devel-
opment.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has issued a number of
bulletins about Zika, as the story devel-
ops. The CDC notes that the virus-car-
rying mosquitoes usually bite during
the day, and the virus can be transmit-
ted through sexual contact as well as
mosquito bites. One Miami neighbor-
hood has been identified as having
Zika-carrying mosquitoes, and many
countries have reported them as well.

It’s important not to overreact to
Zika, but some people have begun pan-
icking. That often means they will be
more likely to buy any products that
could possibly protect them from expo-
sure. Such products have included
wristbands, stickers, patches and other
products ranging from the sensible to
the ridiculous.

But this week, federal regulators
have fired a warning shot across the
bow of several companies that have
been claiming effectiveness in fighting
Zika. 

The Federal Trade Commission has
sent letters to 10 companies that have
been making Zika claims, warning
them any such claims must be support-
ed by scientific evidence. No compa-
nies were named in the FTC’s news

release.
“It appears that some online mar-

keters may be trying to take advan-
tage of consumer concerns about the
mosquito-borne virus,” the agency
said in a statement. “The letters warn
the recipients that Zika protection
claims must be supported by compe-

tent and reliable scientific evidence in
the form of well-controlled human
clinical testing.”

Zika effectiveness claims can be
problematic, the FTC went on, because
only certain mosquito species carry
Zika, and because even if the products
do repel the mosquitoes, their effec-
tiveness can be limited by how long the
repellent lasts.

The letter warns that false claims
can get companies in hot water for
violations of the FTC Act, and requests
they get back to the agency within 48
hours with details of their claims, the
evidence supporting them, and how
they will address known concerns.

It’s likely that more products will be
coming to market soon, so it’s a good
idea to check any claims thoroughly.

Here are some tips from the CDC
for preventing mosquito bites:

Use insect repellent when outside.
Products containing DEET, Picaridin,
Oil of Lemon eucalyptus and others
have proven effective in repelling mos-
quitoes. While other repellents may
provide some protection, the CDC notes
their effectiveness might not have been
evaluated.

Protect your baby or child. Always
keep your baby’s skin covered when
outside, and cover the crib or stroller
with mosquito netting.

Treat your clothing. The CDC rec-
ommends treating boots, pants, socks
and tents with products containing
permethrin. Some products can be
bought that are pre-treated with per-
methrin.

Take steps to control mosquitoes.
Especially after the wet summer we’ve
had in many parts of Mississippi, there
is a lot of standing water. Check around
your property to see if there is standing
water in containers (or even items such
as old tires or birdbaths), and empty
them. Check your home’s screens for
tears and holes, and patch them.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

AP

An Aedes aegypti mosquito is one of the two species that carries the Zika virus. 
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