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If you’re reading an obituary and
it contains a request to submit dona-
tions to a particular charity in lieu of
flowers, it’s a really nice thing to
consider. Giving to charity in some-
one’s name is a wonderful way to
honor them, and in supporting
causes the deceased person cared
about, you are helping further their
legacy. But it’s also a good idea to
make sure your money goes where
the obituary says it will go.

On Tuesday, Vermont Attorney
General William Sorrell announced
his office had levied a $30,000 fine
against Legacy.com and Tributes,
which comprise much of the nation’s
online obituary business. Sorrell
charged the websites had not only
failed to register with his office
before soliciting donations in Ver-
mont, but that they also had directed
donors to a (now defunct) website
called Givealike, which then deduct-
ed fees from the donation before
sending it on to the specified char-
ities.

He also alleged neither the fam-
ilies of the deceased nor the named
charities were informed about the
scheme, in which Vermonters were
charged fees ranging from $10 to
$535.50. In some cases, the names
and logos of charities were allegedly
used without the consent of the char-
ities.

“We are pleased to end this prac-
tice, which has cost Vermonters
unnecessary fees at a time of vul-
nerability,” Sorrell noted. “This is a
good outcome for Vermont donors
and nonprofits alike.”

Under the terms of the settle-
ment, Legacy.com and Tributes
agreed not to allow software in the
obituary of any Vermonter, or in any
obituary where a Vermont nonprofit
is listed without disclosing that a
third-party’s website will be used
and disclosing all fees. They also
agreed not to solicit donations on
behalf of a nonprofit, or use its
trademark, without consent. Further,
they agreed to register as paid fund-
raisers before soliciting Vermonters
on behalf of a nonprofit.

This action may have occurred in
Vermont, but it highlights a nation-
wide issue. When someone claims to
be raising funds for charity, they
often get the benefit of the doubt
that the money will go where it’s
supposed to go.

Here in Mississippi, charitable
fundraisers must register with the
secretary of state’s office. If you are
planning to include a memorial gift
request in your obituary, if you are
writing one for someone else or
planning to donate to a charity in lieu
of flowers, here are a few things you
need to consider:
» Check out the charity. Not only
will this help you determine if the
charity is a worthwhile steward of
donor money, it can help you avoid
confusion. “Sound-alike” charities
have confused many a donor be-
cause their names are similar to
well-known organizations.

» Contact the charity before
including them. While charities are
unlikely to turn down a monetary
donation or to have a problem with
including them, it’s important to
notify them. Call or email them to let
them know you are planning to in-
clude the request, and ask for per-
mission and advice. Keep in mind it’s
illegal to use their name, logo or
other intellectual property in a solic-
itation without their permission.

» Include a direct path to the
charity. If the charity accepts dona-
tions on its own website, include that
address (rather than a third-party
website). Include a mailing address
as well. Even better, just dropping a
check in the mail or delivering it in
person helps avoid your donation
being diluted by fees. (Be sure to
include your return address and a
description of your gift; it will make
it easier for the family to send their
thanks.)

» Be generous. If you can only
afford to give a small donation, it
will certainly be appreciated. How-
ever, “In lieu of” literally means “in
place of,” so if you are giving some-
thing in place of flowers, the Emily
Post Institute advises in a blog post
that you try to give at least as much
as you would have spent on flowers.

Contact Bill Moak at moakcon-
sumer@gmail.com.

Bill
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Obituary
donations
online get
hard look

Here in Mississippi, charitable
fundraisers must register with the
secretary of state’s office. 

A new generation of disc golfers have
their eye on the basket as area high
schools add the sport to their offerings. 

Forrest County Agricultural High
School recently installed a nine-hole disc
golf course on its campus. The course,
which cost $5,500, includes state-of-the-
art baskets. 

FCAHS athletic director Austin Alex-
ander expects at least 20 to 30 students to
try their hand at disc golf. Players on the
school’s club team will compete against
one another, but Alexander is exploring
options for other opponents.

FCAHS will rent discs to students for
$1, and Alexander views that low cost as
a major draw for the sport.

“You may have kids that can’t play
anything else that are getting involved
because anyone can play it,” he said.
“And it’s cheap. It gives kids something
to do that’s not going to cost them a cou-
ple hundred dollars because you can go
find a disc at the bottom of a lake and go
play any course in Mississippi for practi-
cally nothing.”

Course construction wrapped up just
as school let out for the summer, but a
few students have already tested out
their throwing and putting skills on the
course.

Senior Jordan Shoemake, who plays
basketball for the Aggies, said it’s
“unique and special” to have a course on
campus.

“I think it’s going to help grow the
game a lot,” he said. “Having the course
right on campus is going to bring more
people into the game to play. Most of us
that play are seniors, and since it’s most-
ly seniors, it’s going to make the younger
guys want to come out and play, too.” 

FCAHS plans to add nine more holes
within the coming year.

Richton also recently formed a disc
golf team under Deshane Burkhalter.
Burkhalter does not work for the Rich-
ton school system, but he volunteered to
help run a club to teach kids how to play. 

“I went and talked to the superinten-
dent out there at Richton and explained
to him what disc golf was,” Burkhalter
said. “I explained to him that there were
several different colleges that provide
scholarships to students and that it gives
some of the other students who aren’t as
good at some of the other sports a chance
to play something they can excel at.”

Richton will play at a city park about a
quarter mile away. Burkhalter believes
that the next step for disc golf is to be
sanctioned by the Mississippi High
School Activities Association.

“The next step is to get it classified as
a high school (sport),” he said. “The more
colleges that we can get into this and pro-
vide scholarships, then we can get it to be
an actual high school (sport). Then, it will
become mainstream. At that point, disc
golf will absolutely blow up.”

In order to sanction disc golf as a
sport, MHSAA Associate Director of
Athletics Rickey Neaves said a specific
process would have to be followed. 

“The first thing would be to see if the
National Federation of High Schools
sanctioned it as a sport,” he said. “Then
we would look at how many of our mem-
ber schools are interested or would be in-
terested in starting it.” 

Schools’ increased interest in disc
golf mirrors the general public’s in-
creased interest in the sport. Dale
McVeay of Purvis can attest to that.
McVeay has played disc golf for more
than 30 years and installs baskets wher-
ever they are requested.

“I’ve been waiting for a long time for
disc golf to hit critical mass,” McVeay
said. “We’ve gotten some coverage on
‘SportsCenter’ and that’s opened some of
the public’s eyes a little bit. It’s a sport
with more technique and finesse than
muscle. And most schools are into sports
and recreation programs like that.”
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Derek Cunningham of Southern Miss throws his disc into the disc golf basket at Tatum Park.

Students take a
swing at disc golf
Forrest County Agricultural
High School adds $5,500,
9-hole course to campus
JACOB KEMP
GANNETT MISSISSIPPI

“It gives kids something to

do that’s not going to cost

them a couple hundred

dollars...”

AUSTIN ALEXANDER 
FCAHS ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

WAVELAND - A man accused of kill-
ing a man in Waveland will face charges
in Louisiana first.

Authorities said Drew Daniel Bour-
geois, 28, of Bay St. Louis, remains in
custody in Jefferson Parish, where he
faces drug and firearm charges. Wave-
land Police Chief David Allen said once
that case ends, Bourgeois will be brought
to Waveland on the murder warrant.

Bourgeois faces a first-degree mur-
der charge in the slaying of Jeremy
Fountain, 35, who was found dead July 11
in the woods in Shoreline Park. The Sun
Herald reports it’s unclear how long it
will be before Bourgeois is extradited.

“It could take some time, but I can’t
even give a ballpark time estimate right
now,” Allen said.

Bourgeois was found in a Metairie
motel room July 14 with his girlfriend
and meth, marijuana, digital scales and a
pistol, according to the Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Office. Deputies went looking
for him on a fugitive warrant on the mur-
der charge.

His felony charges in Louisiana in-
clude possession with intent to distribute
meth, possession of marijuana and pos-
session of a firearm by a felon. Bonds in
Jefferson Parish total $110,500. He is
held with no bond on the fugitive warrant
on the Waveland murder charge.

Police have linked Fountain’s death
with the July 6 fatal shooting of Matthew
Spooner, 35, in New Orleans. Details
have not been released, but both men re-
portedly knew Bourgeois.

Fountain and Spooner each died of a
gunshot wound to the head.

Waveland murder suspect will
first faces charges in Louisiana
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


