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OCEAN SPRINGS — It's less than six
years old, but Fort Maurepas Park on
Ocean Springs' Front Beach appears to
be a facility two or three times that age.

Rusted-out BBQ grills, faded or
chipped paint, rusted fixtures in the
bathrooms, a stall door in the men's room
which only opens less than a foot — the
park, which opened in October 2009, ap-
pears somewhat run down.

Some of it, as Mayor Connie Moran
noted Friday, is due to vandalism, which
has been a constant source of consterna-
tion for the city. Moran noted reports of
damage from vandals were particularly
high around the time of spring break this
year.

But rust and faded paint and un-emp-
tied garbage cans drawing flies can't be
attributed to vandalism. Those are main-
tenance issues.

"I just don't have the manpower right
now," Moran said, noting the city lost the
use of six inmate laborers after the state
Department of Corrections ended the
practice. "We've got (parks and recrea-
tion) staff working on improvements to
the Highway 57 (sports) complex."

The park is located on the site where a

replica of the original Fort Maurepas,
settled by the French explorer d'Iber-
ville and his party when they landed on
the shores of what is now Ocean Springs
in 1699 (although archaeologists and his-
torians believe the original fort actually
sat where Lovers Lane is now located).

Hurricane Katrina, however, virtual-
ly destroyed the replica and, through a
Community Development Block Grant,
along with funding from FEMA, Tide-
lands funds and various donations, the
nearly $600,000 park was built in the
fort's footprint.

It is used nearly constantly to host
birthday parties, 5K runs along the
beach and Bay Bridge, free concerts and
other activities.

When the park was constructed, a
sidewalk cutting through the grass stage
area of the park had concrete inserts in-
stalled depicting the various flags which
have flown over Ocean Springs. Those
flags have now faded to the point where
all that's left is some of the red paint —
now pink. In some cases, the flags have
disappeared entirely.

"We tried to get the inserts repaired or
replaced," Moran said. "We contacted the
company which installed them, but noth-
ing's ever happened. We can't fix them —
all we could do is go in there and have to
tear out the entire sidewalk."

Moran said she hopes to secure a
grant to repair or replace the flag in-
serts.
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Paint has chipped away, leaving behind rust, on the picnic tables at Fort Maurepas Park on
Front Beach in Ocean Springs. The park is showing numerous signs of neglect. 

Park, built 6 years ago,
shows signs of neglect
Mayor cites vandalism,
shortfalls for maintenance
WARREN KULO
THE MISSISSIPPI PRESS

OCEAN SPRINGS

“Oh, wonderful,” I muttered to
myself as I perused story after story
about Pokemon GO. “Another way to
keep people glued to their phone
screens while they walk into open
manholes and traffic.” And sure
enough, this new game has exploded
across the globe, reviving the mori-
bund Pokemon brand and helping
introduce a new generation to the
devilishly cute cartoon creatures. If
you see knots of people who appear
to be wandering aimlessly around
your neighborhood, transfixed by
their phone screens and oblivious to
all else around them, it could be Po-
kemon GO.

In case you’ve been on Pluto the
past week and haven’t checked your
newsfeed, Pokemon GO is an “aug-
mented reality” game played
through an app, a sort of scavenger
hunt in which people visit a specific
(real-world) location to find and
“collect” Pokemon characters. The
app will activate your phone’s cam-
era feature when a Pokemon is
“nearby”, superimposing the cartoon
creatures on the image of a park
bench, a monument, a landscape, or
(disturbingly) inside people’s homes.

(For the uninitiated, “Pokemon” is
a shortened form of “pocket mon-
sters” and first became known a
couple of decades ago as kids played
Pokemon games on their Game Boy
handheld consoles, watched Poke-
mon cartoons, and — of course —
traded Pokemon cards.)

While it is laudable that the game
is getting couch potatoes off their
feet and involved in social inter-
action, the game has also created a
slew of problems and concerns,
ranging from players being targeted
by crooks (even right here in central
Mississippi), to users disrespecting
somber sites, like Arlington National
Cemetery, the Holocaust Museum
and the 911 Memorial. It has also
alarmed many people because the
app is collecting personal data from
cellphone users, including users’
birthdays, email addresses and phys-
ical location.

Here are a few of the concerns
that have been raised, and although
many users are young adults, the
game is especially magnetic for kids
and teens. The ever-reliable Consum-
er Reports published an article by
Tercius Bufete, who along with many
others has highlighted things parents
should be concerned about:

» It’s only free to a point. While
the app is free to download, users
can make in-app purchases up to
$99.99. Also, the app uses constant
location tracking, which can drive up
your data usage, and since distracted
kids can easily drop their devices as
they hunt, it could result in broken
devices requiring costly repairs.
Before using the game, check the
settings to ensure in-app purchases
are controlled.

» Stranger danger. The game
encourages players to work with
other people, which could be con-
cerning because your kids might be
interacting with strangers. An in-
game feature called “Lure Module,”
which attracts Pokemon to a “Pok-
eStop” for 30 minutes, could be used
to lure people to a place where they
could be attacked or abducted. It
would be a good idea to ensure your
kids travel in groups of people you
know, and never go alone.

» Personal data could be com-
promised. The product requires you
to register, and although the app does
include a parental notice that they
can request restrictions on personal
data, it will also collect data on the
user’s specific location, and keeps
messages sent between players.

» Trespassing. When the geocach-
ing craze hit a few years ago, proper-
ty owners raised concerns about
people stomping across their proper-
ty looking for hidden caches of “trea-
sure” using GPS devices. Similarly,
there have already been many cases
of Pokemon GO users entering per-
sonal property while hunting for
Pokemon characters. Users could
easily wander into a dangerous con-
struction site, for example, or be
mistaken for thieves.

» Personal injury. When your
attention is glued to your phone
screen while walking, you might
easily stumble on a curb or obstacle,
or into a busy street. Studies have
shown that texting can change the
way you walk, leading to potential
injury and even death. 

While Pokemon GO is probably
like a meteor that will burn brightly
for a while, then be replaced by the
next shiny object, it’s likely that it’s a
harbinger of things to come, as the
“digital” world merges with the
“real” world. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakcon-
sumer@gmail.com.

Bill
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Some
uh-ohs with
Pokemon
GO game

The federal tax evasion trial for For-
rest County Chief Deputy Charles Bol-
ton and his wife, Linda Bolton, set to start
today, has been continued.

The new trial date is set for Aug. 22
before U.S. District Court Mississippi
Southern District Judge Keith Starrett

Charles Bolton will be represented by
Gulfport attorney Joe Sam Owen. His
wife will be represented by Hattiesburg
attorney Jim Dukes and Petal attorney
Paul Holmes. 

Prosecutor for the case is Fred Har-
per, special assistant U.S. attorney.

The couple are charged with five
counts each of filing false tax returns
and five counts each of tax evasion.

The charges, issued in an indictment
filed March 22, stem from returns the
couple filed between 2010 and 2014.

The indictment says the Boltons “did
willfully make and subscribe to a joint
United States Tax Return, Form 1040,
which was verified by a written declara-
tion that it was made under the penalty of

perjury and was filed with the Internal
Revenue Service.”

The Boltons, who own two Hatties-
burg businesses, Sports 22 Restaurant
and Hall Avenue Package Store, are ac-
cused of trying to hide income by “cash-
ing tens of thousands of dollars in checks
purportedly issued in payment for li-
quor, wine and catering services to pre-
vent those payments from being record-
ed on the business bank statements.”

The couple also allegedly provided
deceptive records and made false state-
ments, telling their tax preparer that
some payments for goods were loans.

In addition, the Boltons reportedly
“knew and believed they did not report a
substantial amount of income” for the
tax years 2009 to 2013.

The indictment was filed by Harper in
U.S. District Court in New Orleans. 

Boltons’ tax evasion trial
continued until August
LICI BEVERIDGE
GANNETT MISSISSIPPI

FCSO Chief Deputy Charles
Bolton and his wife are
accused of falsifying tax
returns and tax evasion. 

Forecast indicates continued
downward slide of wheat values 

STARKVILLE - Another year of de-
clining production value is forecast for
Mississippi wheat.

WTVA-TV reported that Mississippi
State University said the state’s wheat
appears to be heading for a third consec-
utive year in which the value of produc-
tion drops by half from the previous year.

Brian Williams, an agricultural econo-
mist with the university’s extension ser-
vice, said state wheat production values
in 2013 were $154.5 million. By 2015, they
had dropped to $31.5 million. And anoth-
er decline is expected.

Some Starkville city workers
to get pay raises next year

STARKVILLE - About one-third of
Starkville’s city workers are in line for
raises next year that will boost their pay
to at least $10 an hour.

The Starkville Daily News reported
last week that city aldermen unanimous-

ly agreed to the graduated pay increases,
which range from 1 percent to 6 percent.

The pay hikes will push the city’s low-
est-paid full-time employees to above the
$10 hourly mark. Employees earning up
to $11.50 an hour also will see pay adjust-
ments.

The move affects around 75 employ-
ees. The rates will take effect July 1,
2017.

Faulkner conference to discuss
Native American influence

OXFORD - The influence of Missis-
sippi’s Native American culture on Wil-
liam Faulkner’s writing is among the fo-
cal points of this year’s annual confer-
ence on the prominent author.

The Oxford Eagle reported that the
conference, which runs through Thurs-
day in Oxford, will discuss Faulkner’s
use of the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Euro-
pean and African cultures and histories
in his writing.

— Associated Press
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