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Our phones have become virtu-
ally an extension of our bodies, so
perhaps it’s not surprising that those
devices are becoming equipped with
tools to make those bodies work
better. Already, smartphones (and a
fast-evolving universe of associated
devices) can monitor and track our
health, make it easier for us to eat
right and exercise, and potentially
extend our lives.

But industry leader Apple has
announced its plans to take health a
step further by enabling iPhone
users to sign up to become organ and
tissue donors when they die. In a
unique partnership unveiled last
week, Apple and Donate Life Amer-
ica announced the upcoming iOS 10
update (scheduled for rollout in the
fall) will include the option to regis-
ter your wishes to donate your or-
gans upon your death. Since there
about 101 million iPhone users in the
nation, that’s a lot of people who
might not have considered making
this life-saving decision.

Of course, anyone who has a Mis-
sissippi driver’s license is familiar
with the decision to become an organ
donor (indicated by a “heart” sym-
bol). But this partnership promises
to increase not only the number of
people on the registry, but to raise
awareness of the issue. In a news
release, Apple noted that more than
120,000 Americans are waiting for
life-saving organs, with many dying
before organs become available. A
new name is added to the waiting list
every 10 minutes.

Here in Mississippi, the Missis-
sippi Organ Recovery Agency main-
tains Mississippi’s organ registry in
collaboration with Donate Life
America. The registry was started in
2008 by the Mississippi Legislature.
MORA President and CEO Kevin
Stump told me he’s excited about the
new technology and its promise to
increase awareness of the need for
organ and tissue donation.

“I hope this announcement will
help us solve part of the puzzle to
someday ending deaths of those on
the waiting list for a lifesaving trans-
plant,” he said. “We want to give
people in Mississippi and across the
nation the opportunity to sign up and
help others get their names on the
registry.”

The registry he’s referring to is a
national list of organ donors, main-
tained by Donate Life America.
Stump noted Mississippi’s list in-
cludes about 1,200 people waiting on
a “life-saving” organ transplant, with
many others in need of organs or
tissue to enhance their quality of
life. Stump noted the Apple an-
nouncement had been in the works
for about 18 months.

“On average, one person dies
every hour in the United States wait-
ing for an organ transplant because
the demand for lifesaving trans-
plants far exceeds the available
supply of organs — and one donor
can save as many as eight lives,”
said David Fleming, president and
CEO of Donate Life America. “By
working with Apple to bring the
National Donate Life Registry to the
Health app on iPhone, we’re making
it easier for people to find out about
organ, eye and tissue donation and
quickly register. This is a huge step
forward that will ultimately help
save lives.”

The new feature will be included
in the “Medical ID” feature of the
Health app, built into the iPhone’s
operating system. Apple notes that
Medical ID will make emergency
information — including organ do-
nor status — easily accessible for
first responders.

“Apple’s mission has always been
to create products that transform
people’s lives. With the updated
Health app, we’re providing educa-
tion and awareness about organ
donation and making it easier than
ever to register. It’s a simple process
that takes just a few seconds and
could help save up to eight lives,”
said Jeff Williams, Apple’s chief
operating officer. “Together with
Donate Life America, we’re excited
to deliver this new feature to iPhone
users in the U.S. with iOS 10.”

Contact Bill Moak at moakcon-
sumer@gmail.com.

Bill
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

iPhone
gateway 
to organ
donation

DONOR DETAILS
If you’d like to get your name on
the list now, you don’t have to wait;
visit www.itssupereasy.org. To find
out more about MORA and organ
donation, visit
http://www.msora.org/.
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BALDWYN - Horses took Tori
Stroupe all the way to the floor of the
Mississippi Senate.

“I started just trail riding when I was
8, then I barrel raced for a while, then I
started showing horses when I was 12,”
the 18-year-old Tupelo resident said.
“That’s when I first got involved with
4-H.”

She had bumpy rides in the early go-
ing. During one barrel racing event, she
performed what she called “a Superman
move.” While telling the story, she stuck
her arms in the air to imitate flight.

Showing horses isn’t as fast-paced as
barrel racing, but horses are big ani-
mals. Stroupe tripped once and got tram-
pled because the horse was tied and had
nowhere to go.

“It’s not just me,” she said. “If you ride
horses, you’re going to get hurt at some
point. I guess that’s with all sports.”

As her mom, Betty Stroupe, said,
“You’ve just got to suck it up and get
back on.”

That’s the practical approach the
younger Stroupe has applied to her
showing career. Baldwyn’s Joey Hall,
who trains Stroupe and her horses, said it
takes a quality rider and a quality horse
to make a championship combination.

“She came here when she was about
13,” Hall said. “She was green, but all 13-
year-olds are, really. She didn’t under-
stand how much went into it, as far as
preparation.”

He said some riders come to him with
an instinctive feel for how a horse
moves. It’s a gift Stroupe didn’t have.

“But the people who seem to be better
at this are the people who can’t feel it but
who will work 10 times harder. They
have to study it,” Hall said. “Tori has
some talent, but she had to go out there
and work for it.”

The result is a string of buckles and
trophies she’s won with her two palomi-

nos, Grace and Eli. Stroupe’s biggest day
came in 2014 at the World Championship
Palomino Show in Tunica.

Grace, the gentler of the two horses,
became world champion for hunter in
hand mare, and about 30 minutes later,
Eli, whom Stroupe compared to a sports
car, became world champion for hunter
under saddle.

“It was kind of unbelievable,” she
said.

“We were overwhelmed,” her mother
added.

In addition to riding events, Stroupe
took advantage of other 4-H programs,
including public speaking contests.

For one competition, she studied
horse anatomy and earned the chance to
compete in Denver. She and a friend are
putting together a new program in hopes
of a return trip this year.

“It’s easier now to talk in front of peo-
ple,” she said. “I still stress out and have
shaky moments, but it’s easier.”

Her devotion to 4-H led to her election
as president of the Mississippi State 4-H
Council. She completed her term about
three weeks ago.

One of her 4-H duties was to visit the
Mississippi State Capitol, where she put
her public speaking experience on dis-
play on the Senate floor.

“I told them, ‘Thank you,’ pretty
much, for all the generous support,” she
said. “It was a really cool experience. I
never thought I would get to do anything
like that.”

This is her last year with 4-H. She’s
shed some tears about it, but she plans to
continue as a volunteer.

Stroupe’s schedule includes several
upcoming horse shows, so that means
plenty of training days with Grace and
Eli at Hall’s barn in Baldwyn, where
she’s also working this summer.

In the fall, she’ll start at Mississippi
State University. Her longtime dream
has been to become a veterinarian, but
she’s recently become open to other pos-
sibilities.

“I think it would be cool to be a state
representative one day,” she said.
“That’s another goal.”
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Tori Stroupe and her horse, Grace, earned top honors at the World Championship Palomino
Show in Tunica in 2014. Stroupe’s interest in horses led her to 4-H when she was a child.

Love of horses keeps
her high in the saddle
Tupelo teen earns string 

of buckles, accolades
M. SCOTT MORRIS
NORTHEAST MISSISSIPPI DAILY JOURNAL

Suspect in custody in death of
26-year-old Oak Grove woman

HATTIESBURG - A 26-year-old wom-
an found shot in her truck Saturday night
has been identified. 

Forrest County Deputy Coroner Jona-
than Nobles identified the victim as Lo-
retta Dewberry of Oak Grove. He said
she was not a resident of the apartments
where her truck was found.

Hattiesburg police have a suspect in
custody, 25-year-old Taiwan Jermaine
Blakely of Hattiesburg, who turned him-
self in to police on Sunday, HPD spokes-
man Lt. Jon Traxler said. 

Police are investigating the incident
as a homicide.

Hattiesburg police responded to a call
Saturday night to an apartment complex
at 3901 W. Fourth St. Traxler said a call
came in around 10:10 p.m. in reference to
a subject in a vehicle suffering from a
gunshot wound. The vehicle belonged to
the deceased woman.

Nobles said the cause and manner of
the woman's death will be determined
once an autopsy has been completed.

Dewberry's death marks the sixth
homicide in Hattiesburg — the total
number of homicides the city had in
2015.

Rankin Co. deputy injured in
wreck; driver arrested for DUI

RANKIN COUNTY - A Rankin Coun-
ty deputy was injured in a wreck Friday
in which the other driver was charged
with DUI. 

Sheriff Bryan Bailey said the deputy
was taken to the University of Mississip-
pi Medical Center in Jackson awaiting
possible surgery on his elbow. 

Mississippi Highway Patrol spokes-
man Cpl. Eric Henry said the deputy was

responding to a call when a Chevrolet
Trailblazer traveling north on Mississip-
pi 43 crossed over in the southbound lane
and struck the deputy's car. Nehemias
Abraham Tema-Lopez was charged with
DUI, no driver’s license, and no insur-
ance. 

Hinds Co. offering immunizations
during Back to School Jam

JACKSON - The Hinds County Health
Department, located at 350 W. Woodrow
Wilson in Jackson, will hold a special
childhood and adolescent immunization
clinic for school registration from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday in conjunction
with Jumpstart: The Back To School Jam
sponsored by the Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation. 

Parents should bring a copy of their
child’s immunization record. Those 18
and under who are eligible for the Vac-
cines for Children program can receive
vaccinations for $10 each. 

Required vaccinations for children
entering school in Mississippi for the
first time are: diphtheria, tetanus and
pertussis (DTaP); polio (IPV); hepatitis
B; measles, mumps and rubella (MMR);
and varicella (chickenpox). There is a re-
quirement for children entering seventh
grade to receive the Tdap (tetanus, diph-
theria and pertussis) vaccination. 

In addition, human papillomavirus
vaccine (HPV) and a meningococcal vac-
cine (MCV4) are recommended for those
ages 11 to 15, and a meningococcal vac-
cine (MCV4) for ages 16 to 18. 

The Health Department accepts Me-
dicaid, Medicare, CHIP and the State
and School Employees’ Health Insur-
ance Plan as well as most private plans
that cover childhood vaccines. 

— Staff reports
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