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Man drowns while frog hunting
with sons in Tensas River

HARRISONBURG, La. — A Natch-
ez, Mississippi, man has died after he
fell overboard from his boat on the
Tensas River in Catahoula Parish and
drowned.

The Louisiana Department of Wild-
life and Fisheries said in a news re-
lease Thursday that Carroll Dobson,
44, was frog hunting with his two sons
on Tuesday, stopped his boat, stood up
and then fell into the river.

One of his sons jumped in to save
him but was unsuccessful. Authorities
say the accident happened about
10:30 p.m.

One of Dobson’s sons said his father
was drinking at the time of the acci-
dent.

Developers seek site approval for
harbor casino in Gulfport

GULFPORT — Developers have a
60-year lease with Gulfport for a casi-
no at the harbor and now are asking
for site approval from the Mississippi
Gaming Commission.

Allen Godfrey, executive director of
the Gaming Commission, told The Sun
Herald he doesn’t know yet if the ap-
plication will be on the agenda for the
July 21 meeting in Jackson. That agen-
da will be released next week.

Gulfport Gaming Development LLC
wants to build the casino at the Gulf-
port Harbor, where Rotate Black tried
for several years to get the financial
backing to build a Hemingway-themed
casino resort.

Louisiana woman set for trial in
$150K BP oil spill fraud case

GULFPORT — A woman faces trial
over $150,000 she allegedly received in
oil spill recovery money by falsely
claiming she lost wages as a Holiday
Inn manager in Biloxi.

A federal indictment says Vanna Ly,
formerly of Biloxi, did not work for
Holiday Inn before or after the Deep-
water Horizon explosion and oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico in April 2010.

A second indictment alleges she
made false statements in a bankruptcy
petition and concealed her assets.

Ly, who now lives in New Orleans, is
set for trial on a court calendar that
starts Sept. 6.

The Sun Herald reported she plead-
ed not guilty to all charges.

Ly is charged with attempt and
conspiracy to commit wire fraud in the
oil spill case and concealment of assets
and four counts of making false decla-
rations in a bankruptcy proceeding.

Greenville officials mull possible
sale of Warfield Point Park

GREENVILLE — Steve Azar and
Jason Fratesi want to buy Warfield
Point Park, and the Washington County
Board of Supervisors might just let

them.
Azar, a Greenville guitarist and

country singing mogul, expressed
their interest in buying the park dur-
ing Tuesday’s board meeting.

Azar, who co-founded the Mighty
Mississippi Music Festival with Frate-
si, said the festival helps bring folks to
Washington County, specifically the
park, which sits on the Mississippi
River.

While the supervisors agreed to
discuss the purchase with him, su-
pervisor Carl McGee said he doesn’t
want to sell the park.

To him, the park is a local venue, a
place where all residents and outsiders
can experience the outdoors.

McGee said his focus is to promote
the park.

The Delta Democrat-Times report-
ed the issue will be discussed at up-
coming board meetings.

Man faces murder charge in
Sumrall woman’s death

SUMRALL — Sumrall police say
they have arrested a 35-year-old man
and charged him in the death of Kim-
berly Raynes, 44, who was found dead
May 18.

Police Chief Chris Dungan told The
Hattiesburg American that Donald
King Jr. was charged Wednesday with
first-degree murder and possession of
a weapon by a convicted felon.

King has been in custody since
May 19 — just one day after Raynes
was killed — when he was arrested by
state correction officials for violating
the terms of his probation. He is being
held without bond at Lamar County
Jail.

A preliminary autopsy report re-
leased May 19 by the state medical
examiner showed Raynes died of a
single gunshot wound.

Police: Woman kidnapped,
forced to drive to banks

Police are looking for two men they
say kidnapped a woman, sexually as-
saulted her and made her drive to
several banks for cash.

Media outlets reported Ridgeland
police recently released surveillance
photos of the suspects. The incident
occurred in May.

The victim said she was getting
ready to go to the gym when she was
approached by the men. Armed with
guns, the men forced the victim to go
to seven ATMs in Jackson and Ridge-
land. She said one of the men sexually
assaulted her and that both men
threatened to kill her.

The men stole the victim’s purse
and cellphone. Lt. Tony Willridge of
the Ridgeland Police Department said
investigators tracked the phone to the
Metrocenter Mall in Jackson.

Anyone with information is asked to
contact Ridgeland or Jackson police.

— Associated Press

Mississippi Briefs 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks swerved
between gains and losses Thursday and
wound up with a muddled finish as the
price of oil plunged. Investors also sold
utility and phone company stocks.
They have favored those companies all
year, especially in the wake of Britain’s
vote last month to leave the European
Union.

Stocks started higher, building on
gains from the previous day. But they
fell after a government report that
showed oil stockpiles did not shrink as
much as investors had hoped. Investors
sold government bonds after buying
them at a rapid clip earlier this week,
and precious metals prices also slid.
Energy companies were hammered as
the price of oil dropped almost 5 per-
cent.

Nate Thooft, head of global asset al-
location for Manulife Asset Manage-
ment, noted that stocks and oil prices
have often traded in tandem this year.

“Where oil goes, stocks go,” he said.
“Oil fell dramatically pretty quickly.”

The Dow Jones industrial average
fell 22.74 points, or 0.1 percent, to
17,895.88. The Standard & Poor’s 500 in-
dex slid 1.83 points, or 0.1 percent, at
2,097.90. The Nasdaq composite rose
17.65 points, or 0.4 percent, to 4,876.81.
The Dow rose as much as 66 points in
the morning and fell as much as 102
points in the afternoon.

The price of oil fell after the Energy
Information Administration said crude
oil inventories shrank by 2.2 million
barrels last week. Analysts expected a
drop of 2.6 million barrels, according to
S&P Global Platts. 

FINANCIAL MARKETS 

Stocks end
mixed as 
crude oil dives
MARLEY JAY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AT&T Inc                      T              30.97       43.89      42.30      -.80
Aerojet Rocketdyne   AJRD       13.98       24.35      17.94     +.09
Apache Corp               APA         32.20       59.59      54.90      -.40
Armstrong Flooring    AFI           11.77       19.95      17.04     +.03
ATMOS Energy           ATO         52.00       81.97      79.60    -1.56
BancorpSouth             BXS          18.69       27.23      21.71     +.17
Baxter Intl                   BAX         32.18       46.95      46.12     +.13
Cal-Maine Foods Inc   CALM      39.60       63.25      45.19      -.04
Callon Petrol               CPE            4.21       12.56      11.32      -.19
Cardinal Health          CAH         73.25       91.23      79.44      -.55
Caterpillar Inc             CAT         56.36       84.89      75.05     +.22
CenturyLink Inc           CTL          21.94       32.94      29.38      -.12
Chevron Corp              CVX         69.58     105.00    103.05    -1.53
Citizens Holding         CIZN        19.01       25.42      22.66      -.05
CocaCola Co                KO           36.56       47.13      45.09      -.18
Comcast Corp A          CMCSA    50.00       65.43      66.26   +1.16
Denbury Res                DNR           0.86         5.94        3.12      -.11
DuPont                        DD           47.11       75.72      61.92     +.07
Duke Energy               DUK         65.50       87.31      85.29    -1.94
Eastgroup Prop           EGP          49.31       70.15      69.44      -.61
Entergy                        ETR          61.27       82.09      80.50    -1.53
FedEx Corp                  FDX       119.71     173.00    152.60   +1.15
First Bncshs Miss.        FBMS       15.32       19.32      17.62     +.13
Freds Inc                      FRED        11.27       19.84      15.01    -1.04
Gannett Co                 GCI          10.75       17.91      13.38      -.29
Gen Electric                 GE            19.37       32.05      31.82     +.08
Hancock Holding        HBHC       20.01       31.25      25.61     +.45
Haverty Furn               HVT         16.65       24.54      17.83      -.17
Hill-Rom Hldgs            HRC         42.99       58.73      50.80     +.44
Home Depot               HD           92.17     137.82    131.16      -.41
Intl Paper                    IP             32.50       49.49      41.90      -.06
Isle Capri Casino         ISLE          10.62       21.43      18.20      -.11
Kinder Morgan Inc     KMI         11.20       38.58      18.40     +.11
Kroger Co                    KR            27.32       42.75      37.32      -.26
L-3 Communications   LLL         101.11     150.77    146.80    -3.48
La-Z-Boy Inc                LZB          19.56       29.34      27.74     +.20
MGM Resorts Intl        MGM       16.18       25.29      22.98     +.03
Magal Secur                MAGS        3.93         5.20        4.88      -.09
McDonalds Corp         MCD        87.50     131.96    120.92     +.29
Monsanto Co              MON       81.22     114.26    100.64   +1.24
Nexstar Bdcstg Grp     NXST       34.65       61.79      48.76   +1.91
Northrop Grumman   NOC       152.31     223.42    220.50    -1.23
Nucor Corp                  NUE         33.90       51.99      51.51     +.43
Paccar Inc                    PCAR       43.46       66.43      50.75      -.04
Parkway Properties     PKY         11.54       18.68      16.36      -.06
Peoples Fincl Miss       PFBX          8.53       11.26      10.41      -.11
PepsiCo                        PEP          76.48     106.98    107.49   +1.57
Quanta Services          PWR        16.77       28.98      23.66     +.20
Raytheon Co               RTN         95.32     138.13    136.94    -1.11
Regions Fncl                RF              7.00       10.87        8.25     +.06
Renasant Corp            RNST        29.49       37.28      31.94     +.36
Sanderson Farms        SAFM       64.13       95.98      89.35   +1.06
Schlumberger Ltd       SLB          59.60       86.61      77.70      -.36
Southern Co                SO            41.81       54.49      53.66      -.78
Stein Mart                   SMRT         5.61       11.48        7.64      -.07
Toyota Mot                 TM           97.80     136.39    100.59     +.81
Trustmark                    TRMK      19.75       26.04      24.28     +.15
Tyson Foods                TSN          39.05       70.44      67.66         ...
Verizon Comm            VZ            38.06       56.95      55.38      -.88
WalMart Strs               WMT       56.30       74.14      73.53      -.29
Wells Fargo & Co        WFC         44.50       58.77      46.80     +.15
Weyerhaeuser             WY          22.06       32.72      30.14     +.02

52-WEEK        
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Stocks of Local Interest

DOW
17,895.88 -22.74

NASDAQ
4,876.81 +17.65

S&P 500
2,097.90 -1.83

10-YR T-NOTE
1.39% +.02

30-YR T-BOND
2.14% ...

CRUDE OIL
$45.14 -2.29

GOLD
$1,360.10 -4.80

EURO
$1.1055 -.0050
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Markets & Money

“Forever” is a long time, but it
seems that it’s harder than you might
imagine to get a place where your
remains can remain undisturbed that
long.

Many churches and old community
cemeteries throughout Mississippi
provide peaceful resting spots that
have been maintained for generations,
but even these may eventually be lost
to the years as current generations die
out and new ones emerge.

While in reality, management of any
cemetery carries with it the obliga-
tions of maintaining it for an unlimited
term into the future, many people have
been for years trusting in perpetual-
care cemeteries. When you agree to
purchase a burial plot, you should be
reasonably confident the grounds will
be well-kept, roads and infrastructure
maintained, and markers maintained
and repaired as needed. In fact, all new
cemeteries built after 2009 (except
those operated by churches, religious
societies, governments and those in a
few other categories) must be consid-
ered perpetual-care cemeteries, and
subject to the law.

Here in Mississippi, perpetual-care
cemeteries are required by state law
to hold back 15 percent of all ground
burial sales and 5 percent of mausole-
um and niche sales to a special account
called a perpetual-care trust. The fund
is then to be used to defray the ex-
penses involved in maintaining the
cemetery. They’re required to file a
report every year with the secretary
of state’s office to include — among
other things — how much money is in
the trust fund and how funds have
been spent.

But occasionally, the secretary of
state takes action against cemetery

operators for alleged failure to adhere
to the law. Last week, Secretary of
State Delbert Hosemann filed an
action against the operators of Magno-
lia Cemetery and Meridian Memorial
Park and the owner of the cemeteries,
William E. Arlinghaus, in Lauderdale
County Chancery Court. In a state-

ment from Hosemann’s office, he not-
ed the cemeteries house the remains of
former U.S. Rep. G.V. “Sonny” Montgo-
mery and “numerous Meridian fam-
ilies.”

In the complaint, Hosemann asked
the court to appoint a receiver for the
properties who would take over the
assets and ensure compliance with
state law. “Upon obtaining ownership
of both Magnolia Cemetery and Merid-
ian National Park in November 2011,”
noted Hosemann in the release, “Wil-
liam Arlinghaus has completely failed
to remit to trust the collections for his
sales for ground burials (15 percent)
and mausoleum/niche sales (5 per-
cent). After examinations were con-
ducted by the Regulation and Enforce-
ment Division of the Secretary of
State’s Office, Mr. Arlinghaus failed to
trust a total of $33,349.83 through Oc-
tober 2015.”

Hosemann also noted several con-
sumer complaints had been received,
alleging “maintenance neglect” and
failure to deliver markers that had
been purchased by families or estates.

Hosemann’s office also applied for a
temporary restraining order prevent-
ing Arlinghaus from continuing to sell
preneed policies to consumers. “Care
of the final resting place of our fam-
ilies is critical to us as a society,” Hose-
mann said. “Citizens need to know the
funds they place in trust today will
provide their care in perpetuity.”

To find out more about buying fu-
neral and related services, the Federal
Trade Commission has a special series
on the topic titled "Shopping for Funer-
al Services," at http://1.usa.gov/1ox8byi. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Complaint targets
cemetery owner 

Bill
Moak
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