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Mississippi legislators last week
ended their 2016 session, their first
gathering of a four-year term. With 122
members in the House and 52 in the
Senate, a few stood out from the

crowd.
» Rep. Jeff Smith, R-Columbus,

sports a Pringles-man mustache and
often wears spats — old-fashioned
shoe covers most likely seen nowadays
on marching band musicians. A House
member since 1992, Smith is an at-
torney and chairman of the powerful
Ways and Means Committee, which
handles tax and bond bills. During the
2016 session, he often gave opaque
descriptions of what bills would do.
And, he was one of the main people
who pushed to kill a reform bill that
would have prohibited elected officials

from spending campaign cash on per-
sonal expenses. Smith’s disclosure
forms show he has spent campaign
money on banks, insurance and golf.

» First-year Sen. Jenifer Branning,
R-Philadelphia, is an attorney who
handled one of the most visible assign-
ments of the session. During a lengthy
Senate debate on House Bill 1523, she
explained the bill and answered ques-
tions from colleagues. The measure,
which becomes law July 1, will allow
government and business workers to
cite their own religious objections to
same-sex marriage to deny services to

lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender
people.

» Rep. Andy Gipson, R-Braxton,
has been in the House since 2008 and is
chairman of the Judiciary B Commit-
tee. An attorney and minister of a
small Baptist church, Gipson is an
outspoken Second Amendment ad-
vocate. He promoted House Bill 786,
which allows houses of worship to
designate members to undergo fire-
arms training to protect the congrega-
tion. It became law when Republican 

ANALYSIS

Lawmakers left their mark on session
Emily
Wagster
Pettus
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See Pettus, Page 4A

MOSS POINT, Miss. — Ken and Sheila Tur-
ner own an auto parts store and garage on Chi-
cot Street in Pascagoula. Every Tuesday
through Friday at lunch for four years, they do
something amazing.

They show up for Tujuanna Likely’s second-
grade reading class at Moss Point’s Kreole Ele-
mentary, in a school district that’s not even in
their city, encouraging students to read.

When they started, the Turners were un-
trained in how to help readers. Even now, they
follow the guidance of Likely, who is trained.
But they have learned to improvise when it
comes to how to get a child to remember a word.

Sheila Turner had a boy who couldn’t re-
member “wink.”

“Look at my eye,” she told him, and winked.

“Now every time you see that word, think of my
eye.”

It worked.
Theirs is a commitment to humanity, a way

of ensuring a better future instead of worrying
about the state of world affairs.

If you ask the Turners, they’ll say they get
more out of it than they put in, a saying that may
sound a little overused these days.

“We can see that ‘Do this because I said so’
doesn’t work,” Ken Turner said. “I know — I
tried it on my kids. And sometimes they try it on
their kids.”

What does work is total encouragement.
Second grade is a crucial year, Likely said.

Children need a boost.
For this class — one small group in one

school district in one corner of the Coast — the
boost is Ken and Sheila Turner.

On a recent Wednesday, Ken Turner was
working hard to get away from the shop. It’s ac-
tually the hardest part of tutoring.

AMANDA MCCOY / SUN HERALD

Ken Turner, right, tutors Kreole Elementary second-grader Justice Gaines in Moss Point. Turner and his wife, Sheila, tutor at the school four
days a week. They take turns going on their lunch break to help students with their reading. 

Labor of love helps
students read 
Pascagoula pair hopes to ensure
better future for Moss Point kids
KAREN NELSON
THE SUN-HERALD

See Reading, Page 4A

“These

kids want

to do

good.

They

want to

learn.”
KEN TURNER 

Recently, media across the nation
covered a story that should strike fear
into the heart of anybody who uses an
ATM card to withdraw cash from auto-
mated teller machines. Thieves have
learned to use “skimming” technology
to great effect, enabling a six-fold in-
crease in the amount of ATM fraud in
just one year.

The phenomenon had been reported
by FICO Card Alert Service, part of the
organization behind those ubiquitous
credit scores. According to the
organization, the one-year increase was
the biggest since it started keeping
tabs on ATM fraud. FICO Card Alert
Service monitors hundreds of thou-
sands of ATMs across the nation.

“Criminals are taking a quick-hit
approach to ATM theft and card
fraud,” said T.J. Horan, vice president
of fraud solutions at FICO, in a blog
post. “They are moving faster to make
it harder for banks to react and shut
down the compromises. They are tar-
geting non-bank ATMs, which are more
vulnerable — in 2015, non-bank ATMs
accounted for 60 percent of all compro-
mises, up from 39 percent in 2014.”

ATM skimming isn’t exactly new;
it’s been around for at least a couple of
decades. The technology has gotten
better and harder for most of us to
detect, but it usually involves placing
an illegal card-reading device on an
ATM. Consumers unwittingly swipe
their cards through the reader, captur-
ing the card’s electronic information.
Then, tiny cameras hidden nearby
record consumers’ fingers as they
enter their personal identification num-
bers. Equipped with those two pieces
of information, crooks can then create
fake cards, which can then be used to
drain your bank account.

According to FICO, the most vul-
nerable ATMs were located in places
like bars and convenience stores (these
machines saw a 10-fold increase in
theft from 2014 to 2015.) Often, con-
sumers don’t pay a lot of attention to
the ATM itself, and assume the ma-
chine is secure. And if it’s in a loud 

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Analysts:
Skimming
at ATMs
soaring
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Criminals are targeting non-bank ATMs,
which are more vulnerable.

See ATMs, Page 4A

A principal served four years and
two months in prison for attempted
murder. Another pleaded guilty to em-
bezzling $73,033 in electronics from his
school. One teacher struck a student,
and several others were accused of mis-
conduct involving students.

All of these individuals surrendered
or lost their teaching license, and each
of them was later reinstated by Missis-
sippi’s commission responsible for dis-
ciplining educators.

Through open records requests and
a review of the minutes for the Commis-
sion on Teacher and Administrator Edu-

cation, Certification and Licensure and
Development, The Clarion-Ledger
found that since 2009, 52 educators’ li-
censes were reinstated following a pre-
vious revocation, suspension or volun-
tary surrender. Records show the com-
mission issued licenses to another 23
educators despite knowing they had
been convicted of felonies or lost their
licenses in other states — sometimes
for serious offenses. 

» See stories, database of teacher
records at clarionledger.com.

SPECIAL REPORT: IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Who is teaching your children?
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

AMERICAN IRONWORKS 
CALL TODAY 601-206-9440C
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IRON FENCE STARTING AT $16 PER FOOT.  
FREE ESTIMATE* FINANCING AVAILABLE

SINGLE DRIVEWAY GATE WITH 
OPENER AND 2 CLICKERS.

$1,499 
INSTALLED

DOUBLE DRIVEWAY GATE WITH 
OPENER AND 2 CLICKERS.

$1,999
INSTALLED

CL-0000331837

Gov. Phil Bryant signed
it April 15.

» Rep. Bryant Clark,
D-Pickens, is an attorney
who has been in the
House since 2004, but he
practically grew up in
the Capitol. His father,
Democratic Rep. Robert
Clark, was the first Afri-
can-American elected to
the Mississippi Legisla-
ture in modern times, in
1967. A widower, Robert
Clark often brought his
sons to the Capitol. Bry-
ant Clark has fought
consolidation of the Du-
rant and Holmes County
school districts, a merg-
er many of his constitu-
ents oppose. He lost the
battle to the Republican
supermajority this year,
but protested by putting
a procedural hold on an
unrelated bill the day
legislative leaders were
hoping to end the ses-
sion. That forced the
House back the Capitol
an extra day after the
Senate departed.

» Sen. Josh Harkins,
R-Flowood, is a real es-
tate broker who has been
in office since 2012. He
sponsored Senate Bill
2162, which expands the
board of Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport. The cur-
rent five-member board
is appointed by Mayor
Tony Yarber. It will be
replaced by a nine-mem-
ber board: State officials
and two suburban coun-
ties will appoint a major-
ity, but five of nine mem-
bers will have to live in
Jackson. Yarber and
other Jackson officials
oppose the change, and
the current board chair-
woman, Rosie L.T. Prid-
gen, says a lawsuit could
be filed to try to block it.

» Rep. Mark Baker,
R-Brandon, is an at-
torney who has been in
the House since 2004. He
led a committee that
recommended overturn-
ing the result of a 2015
House election that had
been decided by drawing
straws as a tiebreaker.
The Republican-led
House unseated longtime
Democratic Rep. Bo
Eaton, who won the tie-
breaker, and replaced
him with Republican
challenger Mark Tullos.
Baker’s committee said
the election never should
have been tied because
some votes were improp-
erly counted. Some Ea-
ton supporters recently
filed a federal lawsuit
saying they were dis-
enfranchised.

Pettus
Continued from Page 3A

place with dim lighting
— like a casino, bar or
busy restaurant — it
might be harder to
determine the presence
of skimming equip-
ment. In some places,
the lack of video sur-
veillance may encour-
age crooks to target
that location.

And while many
consumers have been
— or will soon be get-
ting — new cards with
“smart chips” that are
usually more secure,
most cards still use the
old magnetic-strip tech-
nology that’s easier to
compromise. If you
have been a victim, you
generally can get your
money back, but you
need to report it as
soon as possible so your
funds can be restored
quickly.

To avoid being vic-
timized by skimming
fraud, FICO Card Alert
Services suggests the
following:

» If an ATM looks
odd, or your card

doesn’t enter the ma-
chine smoothly, consid-
er going somewhere
else for your cash. A
location inside a bank
branch is less likely to
have been compro-
mised, although some
have been.

» Contact your card
issuer if you have com-
pleted a transaction
and suspect that your
card or PIN may have
been compromised.

» Check your card
transactions frequently,
using online banking
and your monthly state-
ment, and quickly chal-
lenge anything you
didn’t authorize.

» Ask your card
provider if it offers
account alert technol-
ogy that will deliver
SMS text communica-
tions or emails to you in
the event fraudulent
activity is suspected on
your payment card.

» Update your ad-
dress and cellphone
information for every
card you have so you
can be reached if there
is ever a critical situa-
tion that requires your
immediate attention. 

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@
gmail.com.

ATMs
Continued from Page 3A

“If the lady calls
about the Toyota starter,
tell her I’ve got it,” he
shouts back to his wife.

He drives 10 minutes
from his shop to the little
Moss Point school,
checks in at the front
desk and heads down the
hall, still in his work
clothes. He knocks.

“Mr. Turner is here,”
Likely announces. The
children, boys and girls,
are out of their chairs
and headed to the big
guy with powder-white
hair and a big voice.
They swarm him.

Without a wasted min-
ute, Ken Turner takes
Dorian and they head to
the tutoring room. Dor-
ian skips down the long
hallway with Turner,
bouncing along the way
like a helium balloon.

In the room is a cen-
tral table surrounded by
equipment and refriger-
ators.

Nothing matters but
the words. And without
fanfare, Turner starts in
on the first one. Time is
short, and they plow
through.

There’s a no-nonsense
chemistry between Ken
Turner the mechanic and
7-year-old Dorian.

Dorian’s focus is in-
tense. He whispers to
himself, “sw” and then
“eee” no, “et.”

“Sweat,” he an-
nounces.

“Right,” Ken Turner
says, then without hesi-
tation points to the next
word.

The Turners alternate
days they tutor, so they
pass information back
and forth to each other
about each child’s pro-
gress. “They come no
matter what,” Likely
said of the couple. “They
are very serious about
this. I get chill bumps
when I talk about how
dedicated they are.”

For the Turners, it
started as a way to get
peace of mind, when
their grandchildren
were in the Moss Point
school system. They
were concerned about
the school’s failing rank-
ings. Sheila Turner went
before the School Board.

Then they went to a
PTO meeting, and par-
ents were complaining.
So they waited in line to
speak to the principal.
Instead of a complaint,
they asked what they
could do to help, and they
were assigned to Like-
ly’s class of readers.

The Turners’ grand-
children moved on, but
they stayed.

Sometimes reading is
not just about sounding
out words. They can
memorize words and not
know what they’re read-
ing, Ken Turner said.

That’s why he held a
Cowboy Day. He dressed
up like one when he real-
ized the children were

reading about bandanas
and didn’t have a clue
what one was.

The Turners expose
the children to new ave-
nues. They brought their
RV and demonstrated
slide-out walls, invited
them to free skating on
church night at the skat-
ing rink, brought maps
of Cancun from when
they went on a cruise. On
field trips, the class has
seen Ken Turner’s bees
and a car taken apart at
the garage. The Turners
have funded pizza par-
ties, bought trophies and
rented a water slide.

There are other is-
sues, not as complicated.

One of their best
readers, Erianna
Barnes, gets shy and
soft-spoken when she
reads. If the proctor
can’t hear the words
she’s reading, it doesn’t
count when she takes
her reading tests, Sheila
Turner said.

“Speak up, Erianna,
or I’ll go get Dorian,” she
says during their ses-
sion. “I have to hear you
say it right.”

The Turners don’t
dwell on excuses or mis-
takes. They push for-
ward in a matter-of-fact
way from one child to
the next, not coddling or
sympathizing or listen-
ing to a whine. The focus
is on what they did right,
unconditional progress.

“I don’t know if I can
put that in works,” Ken
Turner said. “You can be
having a bad day. A car is
beating you to death, re-
fuses to work. Then you
go down there and one of
those kids picks up on
something, and there
goes the bad day.

“These kids want to
do good. They want to
learn.”

Reading
Continued from Page 3A

the clerk’s office didn’t re-
ceive the report until a
year later.

A Yarber campaign
staffer explained that the
report, including the sup-
plemented 2014 contribu-
tions, had a cover sheet
with the wrong date be-
cause the secretary of
state’s office no longer had
blank 2014 annual report
sheets. While Yarber
signed the new document
in March, the date stayed
the same, March 26, 2015,
as the 2014 annual report,
because of the software his
campaign used. The staff-
er said it was a mistake and
the signature should be
dated 2016. The staffer
also confirmed the missed
deadline.

The clerk’s office re-
ceives the reports, which
are then sent to the secre-
tary of state’s office. It
does not audit them for ac-
curacy.

In 2015, Yarber re-
ceived a $1,000 donation
from CDM Smith and a

$500 donation from a
Houston-based company
called Trilogy Solution
Construction. His report
indicates he raised $27,900
and spent $13,774 in 2015.

According to the report
the clerk’s office received
March 15, Yarber raised
$137,252 in 2014. In August
2014, Yarber received a
$1,000 donation from Gib-
son Engineering, owned by
Trilogy Engineering’s Phil-
lip Gibson, and a $1,000 do-
nation from MAC Con-
struction’s Marcus Wal-
lace. Out of 20 donations
Yarber received in August
2015, 16 were from out-of-
state sources — eight from
individuals and businesses
in Houston, Texas, totaling
$7,000.

That month, CDM
Smith hosted a fundraiser
for Yarber in Houston.
CDM Smith Vice President
Harold Underwood sent an
email to at least 35 people,
asking for hosts for the
fundraiser, who would
need to contribute or raise
at least $2,500. No contri-
butions in that amount ap-
pear on Yarber’s filings.

Contact Anna Wolfe at
601-961-7326 or awolfe@
gannett.com.

Yarber
Continued from Page 1A

merce plan a ribbon-cut-
ting at noon Wednesday
at Paper Plus.

Nelson, president of
UMMC for 21 years,
dies at 86

BRANDON - A for-
mer chancellor of the
University of Mississip-
pi Medical Center is
dead at the age of 86.

The medical school’s
student union is named
after Dr. Norman Nel-
son, who retired in 1994
after 21 years.

Ott and Lee Funeral
Home of Brandon says
Nelson died Thursday at
his home in Brandon.
Cause of death was not
given.

Before moving to
Mississippi as vice chan-
cellor for health affairs,
Nelson was dean of the
Louisiana State Univer-
sity medical school in
New Orleans.

A memorial service
will be held Wednesday
morning at St. Paul’s
Catholic Church in Flo-
wood, with burial that
evening in Lafayette
Louisiana. Nelson will

Some postal
services return to
downtown Vicksburg

VICKSBURG - Peo-
ple who don’t want to
leave downtown Vicks-
burg can now buy
stamps and send pack-
ages at a party and sta-
tionery store. But they’ll
still have to go to the U.S.
post office 10 minutes
away for registered or
certified mail.

Mary Welch told The
Vicksburg Post that
tourists and people get-
ting off riverboats often
want to buy stamps and
send cards or letters,
and those who came by
boat cannot get to the
post office.

She owns Paper Plus,
now offering limited
postal services as what
the U.S. Postal Service
calls a village post of-
fice.

Vicksburg’s post of-
fice moved years ago
from next door to City
Hall to Pemberton
Square Boulevard.

The Vicksburg War-
ren Chamber of Com-

be buried in Holy Mary
Mother of God Ceme-
tery. 

Man gets 10 years
for helping steal 52
guns from pawn shop

GULFPORT - A fed-
eral judge has sentenced
a 32-year-old Gulfport
man to 10 years in prison
for helping steal 52 fire-
arms from a pawn shop.

The Sun Herald re-
ported that U.S. District
Judge Sul Ozerden gave
Octavia Jermaine Win-
ters the maximum pris-
on term Friday for steal-
ing firearms from a li-
censed dealer.

The judge also fined
Winters $4,000 and or-
dered him to help pay
back $9,000 to Friendly
Pawn and Auto in Sauci-
er.

Winters pleaded
guilty in January. He
was among six men ac-
cused in the burglary.
One died in custody and
four others have been
sentenced. Two also got
10 years. The other two,
including a former Co-

lumbia police officer,
got shorter terms.

Nearly one-third of
Tupelo’s property tax
base up for vote

TUPELO - A tax that
makes up nearly one-
third of Tupelo’s proper-
ty taxes is up for a vote.

The 10-mill tax is ded-
icated to road work and
pays for what the city
calls its Major Thor-
oughfare Program.

The Northeast Louisi-
ana Daily Journal re-
ported that a special
election May 3 will de-
cide its future.

The program has
typically been renewed
by very high margins,
with as many as 80 per-
cent or more of voters in
support. However, turn-
out in the elections has
been very low.

It was first approved
in 1991, and has been re-
newed four times since
then.

City officials say they
cannot be complacent.

Tupelo’s property
taxes total 32.47 mills.

— Associated Press

Mississippi briefs
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