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Vendors sought to operate Deer
Island ferry service

BILOXI — The secretary of state’s
office and the Mississippi Department
of Marine Resources have begun the
process to find vendors who will pro-
vide ferry service to the new $360,000
Deer Island public pier.

The Mississippi Press reported a
workshop will be held May 3 in Biloxi
to allow vendors to receive certifica-
tion to transport passengers to and
from Deer Island.

DMR Executive Director Jamie M.
Miller calls Deer Island one of South
Mississippi’s natural treasures.

Adams Co. sheriff to discontinue
video visitation at jail

NATCHEZ — Visitations at the
Adams County Jail are about to

change.
Sheriff Travis Patten told The

Natchez Democrat that, starting
April 29, the jail would scrap the Ho-
mewav video visitation program in
favor of traditional jail visitations.

Using the video system, family
members of inmates could install an
app on their phone or computer that
would allow them to send a message to
an inmate in the jail. The video calls
were limited to 20 minutes and came at
a cost of 50 cents a minute.

Patten said a big part of the prob-
lem was that families couldn’t keep up
with the cost of checking in on an in-
carcerated loved one. The sheriff said
visitations will again be done across a
table with a glass barrier between the
inmate and family members.

— Associated Press

Mississippi Briefs 

A rebound in the price of oil and nat-
ural gas helped drive sharp gains for
energy and financial companies, nudg-
ing U.S. stocks mostly higher Friday.

That offset a slide in the technology
sector after disappointing earnings
from Microsoft, Google parent Alpha-
bet and other big names.

The Dow Jones industrial average
eked out a tiny gain, while the Standard
& Poor’s 500 index closed essentially
flat. Both ended the week higher. But
the tech-heavy Nasdaq composite fell
short on both counts.

“The Nasdaq took a hit today,” said
Erik Davidson, chief investment offi-
cer at Wells Fargo Private Bank.

The Dow rose 21.23 points, or 0.1 per-
cent, to 18,003.75. The S&P 500 index
added 0.10 points to 2,091. The Nasdaq
composite index lost 39.66 points, or
0.8 percent, to 4,906.23.

Trading was listless for much of the
day, with the Dow and S&P 500 wa-
vering between small gains and losses
as the Nasdaq stayed in the red.

As was the case much of the week,
investors were mostly focused on com-
pany earnings and energy prices. The
latter helped lift several oil and gas
companies.

Quarterly results from several big-
name companies failed to impress trad-
ers, however.

American Airlines Group fell
4.5 percent after the company said
weaker fares and labor costs cut into its
revenue in the first quarter. The stock
shed $1.80 to $38.21.

Investors sold shares in Starbucks
after the coffee chain reported disap-
pointing sales growth for the first three
months of the year. The stock lost $2.96,
or about 5 percent, to $57.68.

FINANCIAL MARKETS

Stocks mixed 
as investors 
size up earnings
ALEX VEIGA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AT&T Inc                      T              30.97       39.72      38.07     +.21
Aerojet Rocketdyne   AJRD       13.98       24.99      17.78     +.69
Apache Corp               APA         32.20       71.58      56.20   +1.42
Armstrong Flooring    AFI           11.77       14.97      14.21     +.11
ATMOS Energy           ATO         50.83       74.86      71.31     +.71
BancorpSouth             BXS          18.69       27.23      23.71     +.11
Baxter Intl                   BAX         32.18       43.52      43.32     +.31
Cal-Maine Foods Inc   CALM      40.02       63.25      50.66     +.48
Callon Petrol               CPE            4.21       10.28      10.41     +.50
Cardinal Health          CAH         74.73       91.91      86.91     +.09
Caterpillar Inc             CAT         56.36       89.62      78.32      -.34
CenturyLink Inc           CTL          21.94       37.00      31.39         ...
Chevron Corp              CVX         69.58     112.20    102.01     +.61
Citizens Holding         CIZN        18.39       25.42      21.25      -.23
CocaCola Co                KO           36.56       47.13      44.54     +.88
Comcast Corp A          CMCSA    50.00       64.99      61.10     +.16
Denbury Res                DNR           0.86         9.26        4.09     +.43
DuPont                        DD           47.11       75.80      65.97     +.88
Duke Energy               DUK         65.50       81.39      77.01     +.67
Eastgroup Prop           EGP          49.31       61.31      59.90     +.71
Entergy                        ETR          61.27       80.06      74.35     +.84
FedEx Corp                  FDX       119.71     185.19    166.32     +.75
First Bncshs Miss.        FBMS       15.32       19.32      16.05      -.05
Freds Inc                      FRED        11.27       20.05      15.42     +.28
Gannett Co                 GCI          10.75       17.91      15.77     +.28
Gen Electric                 GE            19.37       32.05      30.76      -.22
Hancock Holding        HBHC       20.01       32.98      26.09     +.32
Haverty Furn               HVT         17.42       24.54      18.84      -.04
Hill-Rom Hldgs            HRC         42.99       58.73      53.86      -.19
Home Depot               HD           92.17     137.00    135.66   +1.06
Intl Paper                    IP             32.50       55.08      43.36     +.79
Isle Capri Casino         ISLE          10.62       21.43      14.97      -.09
Kinder Morgan Inc     KMI         11.20       44.71      18.12      -.04
Kroger Co                    KR            27.32       42.75      35.58      -.89
L-3 Communications   LLL         101.11     131.36    124.03   +1.20
La-Z-Boy Inc                LZB          19.56       29.34      26.10     +.14
MGM Resorts Intl        MGM       16.18       24.41      22.17      -.12
Magal Secur                MAGS        3.93         5.20        4.85      -.02
McDonalds Corp         MCD        87.50     129.80    125.50      -.29
Monsanto Co              MON       81.22     123.82      94.08      -.03
Nexstar Bdcstg Grp     NXST       34.65       61.79      50.85     +.84
Northrop Grumman   NOC       152.31     203.88    200.75     +.75
Nucor Corp                  NUE         33.90       50.78      49.55     +.05
Paccar Inc                    PCAR       43.46       68.44      56.49     +.58
Parkway Properties     PKY         11.54       18.68      15.06     +.18
Peoples Fincl Miss       PFBX          8.53       11.15        9.50     +.40
PepsiCo                        PEP          76.48     105.77    101.98     +.99
Quanta Services          PWR        16.77       30.61      23.41     +.46
Raytheon Co               RTN         95.32     129.99    126.40     +.11
Regions Fncl                RF              7.00       10.87        9.34     +.17
Renasant Corp            RNST        28.98       37.28      33.96     +.36
Sanderson Farms        SAFM       64.13       95.45      87.76   +2.66
Schlumberger Ltd       SLB          59.60       95.13      79.93      -.34
Southern Co                SO            41.40       51.79      49.26     +.32
Stein Mart                   SMRT         6.07       12.39        7.37     +.05
Toyota Mot                 TM           97.80     142.84    107.45   +2.01
Trustmark                    TRMK      19.75       26.04      24.42     +.21
Tyson Foods                TSN          37.24       68.84      63.07     +.13
Verizon Comm            VZ            38.06       54.49      50.55     +.52
WalMart Strs               WMT       56.30       80.93      68.72     +.25
Wells Fargo & Co        WFC         44.50       58.77      50.62     +.57
Weyerhaeuser             WY          22.06       33.11      32.26     +.43
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Stocks of Local Interest

DOW
18,003.75 +21.23

NASDAQ
4,906.23 -39.66

S&P 500
2,091.58 +.10

10-YR T-NOTE
1.89% +.03

30-YR T-BOND
2.70% +.01

CRUDE OIL
$43.73 +.55

GOLD
$1,228.70 -20.30

EURO
$1.1245 -.0050
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Markets & Money

Most of us have been there. Long
nights spent tossing and turning, won-
dering where you were going to get the
money to pay the bills coming due. For
most people, running out of money is
one of their deepest fears. According
to Chapman University’s annual Fear
Survey, the fear of running out of mon-
ey ranks ninth among the top 10 things
over which Americans feel most
“afraid” or “very afraid.”

But it turns out that, although a lot
of us do lose sleep worrying about
money, apparently women toss and
turn a good deal more. The website
Creditcards.com recently released the
results of a survey indicating that
nearly 7 in 10 women (68 percent) re-
port money worries keep them awake
at least occasionally, while only a little
more than half (56 percent) of men
worry so much they can’t sleep. And
this trend is only growing more pro-
nounced; during the past year, the gap
between men and women grew eight
percentage points.

The survey first began collecting
data annually in 2007.

CreditCards.com asked survey
participants to rank five specific fi-
nancial issues — saving for retire-
ment, paying for education, paying
health care or insurance bills, paying
the monthly rent or mortgage, and
paying credit card debt. “There
doesn’t seem to be much middle
ground when it comes to Americans’
financial worries,” said Matt Schulz,
CreditCards.com’s senior industry
analyst. “Many folks have none at all,
but many of us are worried about sev-
eral different problems all at once.”

As retirement looms larger and
larger for those in their 40s and 50s,
we worry about having enough money
saved up for retirement. But even
younger adults are worrying about
retirement earlier and earlier.

Other financial anxieties that keep
us awake:

» Paying for Education. Affording
educational expenses is the No. 1 con-
cern for many, but especially for mil-
lennials and nonwhites; for men, this
fear ranks second behind retirement.

» Paying for health care or insur-

ance bills. This is the second biggest
fear among women; educational ex-
penses rank second among men.

Interestingly, those of us between
50 and 64 appear to be the most wor-
ried about money; financial anxiety
appears to drop sharply after we
reach 65. And while it might be as-

sumed most of us worry about credit
card debt, that’s apparently not the
case.

“The fact that credit card debt is
the least of people’s worries seems like
a positive sign,” Schulz said. “It seems
to indicate that despite balances con-
tinuing to rise after the Great Reces-
sion, most Americans feel they have
their card debt well under control.”

Here is Creditcards.com’s list of the
top 5 money fears that keep us awake:
1. Saving enough money for retire-
ment
2. The ability to pay for educational
expenses for yourself or a family
member
3. Health care or insurance bills
4. Ability to pay your mortgage or
monthly rent bill
5. The ability to pay your credit card
debt

Although financial experts warn us
paying just the minimum on a credit
card bill is a bad idea over time be-
cause it is one of the most costly types
of debt, some people find it can help
you quit worrying about it in the short
term. “You can just pay the minimum
so you have less anxiety,” explained
Brad Klontz, co-founder of the Fi-
nancial Psychology Institute and asso-
ciation professor of economics and
finance at Creighton University. “That
way you are servicing the debt, but it
doesn’t have to impact your daily life.
You’re ‘taking care of it.’”

To sleep better, Klontz advises writ-
ing down your problems, which can
help because it puts your thoughts into
visible form, acknowledging the mes-
sage your subconscious is trying to
send you and helping you formulate a
plan to address it. “The racing
thoughts at night is a subconscious
way of trying to bring a problem to
your attention, so it’s quite likely that
during your waking hours, you are
pushing this issue aside or focusing on
something else,” he explained.

To read the entire report, visit
www.creditcards.com/
credit-card-news/
poll-women-more-sleepless-nights.php.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com

FINANCE

FILE/USA TODAY

Are you losing
sleep over money?

Bill
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“There doesn’t seem to be

much middle ground when

it comes to Americans’

financial worries.”

MATT SCHULZ
CREDITCARDS.COM’S SENIOR INDUSTRY ANALYST
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