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ANGOLA, La. — A maximum-secu-
rity prison in Louisiana once notori-
ous for its violence is experimenting
with a novel way to keep criminals out
of trouble: Murderers and other “lif-
ers” are now mentors, teaching job
skills and morals to nonviolent of-
fenders, preparing them for another
shot at freedom.

Since 2010, the pilot program at
Louisiana State Penitentiary at Ango-
la has authorized several state judges
to sentence dozens of low-level of-
fenders to at least two years at the
prison — typically sparing them much
longer terms behind bars.

Roughly 130 of these “short-tim-
ers” are learning such trades as auto-
motive repair, welding, horticulture
and plumbing from inmates serving
life sentences. Each is assigned a so-
cial mentor responsible for their mor-
al rehabilitation, amid hopes they
won’t return to a life of crime once
freed.

Louisiana has the highest incarcer-
ation rate in the nation, yet some ex-

perts say its six-year-old re-entry
court program could be a model for
other states trying to reduce recidi-
vism rates — a measure of how many
prisoners relapse into criminal activ-
ity after they’re released.

Nearly 100 inmates already have
graduated and left Angola. Most need-
ed a job lined up outside prison walls
to qualify for release.

Thomas Bush, 30, said he was wary
when he was sentenced to the pro-
gram for drug and firearm offenses.

Save for the razor wire surround-
ing this prison beside the Mississippi
River, the auto repair shop looks like
any other. Instructors and students in
grease-stained overalls work on pris-
on employees’ cars using donated
equipment.

“I’ve been locked up other places,”
Bush said. “This place is completely,
180 degrees opposite from what I ex-
pected. It’s almost like a college cam-

Murderers now
mentors in prison 
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A mentor, left, works with mentees in the auto repair training shop inside the Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola, La. Judges have
hand-picked dozens of non-violent offenders to spend at least two years at Angola, avoiding much longer prison sentences. 

Angola turnaround gains
national attention

See Angola, Page 10A
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Two years ago, a Mississippi inmate serving a life sentence escaped from a
work detail. Since then, the Mississippi Department of Corrections has
barred all those serving life sentences from doing any work. Cor-
rections Commissioner Marshall Fisher wants to change that. “I
want to put inmates back to work,” he said.
More than 2,000 of Mississippi’s more than 18,000 inmates are
serving life sentences. Fisher’s inspiration came after a visit this
past summer to the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola,
which decades ago had a reputation as a “hellhole.”
See the complete story at clarionledger.com.

Marshall Fisher is the Mississippi Department of
Corrections commissioner.
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HATTIESBURG — The Picayune
businessman who was recently indicted
along with the Rev. Kenneth Fairley on
multiple federal charges involving theft
of government money and conspiracy to
commit money laundering has filed suit
against Fairley in the past.

According to documents from For-
rest County Circuit Court, Interurban
Corp. president Artie Fletcher filed a

civil complaint in 2013 citing negligence
against Fairley and Pine Belt Communi-
ty Services.

The complaint, which was filed Sept.
24, 2013, states Fletcher’s company en-
tered into an agreement with Fairley —
who is the pastor of Mount Carmel Bap-
tist Church in Hattiesburg — to provide
money, construction services and con-
sulting for several projects in Hatties-
burg. Fletcher alleged his company ful-
filled its end of the deal but Fairley’s side
breached the contract by not making
payment to Interurban.

“Fairley, etal, received grant money
from the City of Hattiesburg which was
on a cost reimbursable program, so in or-

der to participate in the program Fairley
needed money and a contractor,” the
complaint states. “Fairley approached
Interurban to use its name, money re-
sources, and expertise.

“Interurban agreed, provided that all
seed money was returned and Fairley
would be allowed to keep his equity por-
tion of the job. Moreover, Fairley, with
his inexperience, caused delays and defi-
ciencies which jeopardized the program
and reimbursements.”

The complaint goes on to state that in
September 2012, Interurban used its own
crew, in addition to the crew of Champi-
on Construction Group, to “cure the defi-
ciencies to salvage the program and re-

imbursements.”
Fletcher alleged that despite that ef-

fort, program money was frozen and In-
terurban was left with a $160,000 expo-
sure plus ancillary expenses, and Fairley
refused to help fix the problem.

The complaint also states that Pine
Belt Community Services was awarded
grant funding from the city of Hatties-
burg through one or more city housing
grant programs, which was meant for
the renovation of various real estate par-
cels throughout the city.

“Fairley, the operator of Pine Belt Ser-
vices, wanted to perform the renovation 

Fletcher filed complaint on Fairley
2 men indicted on charges
linked with HUD funds
HASKEL BURNS
HATTIESBURG AMERICAN
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In the land of the Republican super-
majority, the power of the business
community is maybe less than expect-
ed.

Twice in recent weeks, officials
have stiffed the Mississippi Economic
Council, the state’s Chamber of Com-
merce.

First, Republican lawmakers in the
House refused a plan that would have
increased fuel taxes to raise more mon-
ey for roads and bridges, after months
of lobbying from MEC.

Then Gov. Phil Bryant brushed off
entreaties from the council and other
business groups, signing House Bill
1523. It allows religious organizations
and some private businesses to refuse
services, citing objections to same-sex
marriage, people who have sex outside
marriage, or transgender people.

In these cases at least, lawmakers
and a governor who boast of catering to
business were maybe not so friendly.
Both instances point to strains within
the Republican coalition so dominant
in Mississippi, after years in which it
seemed the GOP and the business com-
munity were joined at the hip on issues
such as reducing lawsuit verdicts.

Coming into 2016’s legislative ses-
sion, MEC tried hard to build support
for increased transportation funding.
After a yearlong study, the group
called for an additional $375 million
per year to spend on roads and bridges,
with $300 million of that going to the
Mississippi Department of Transpor-
tation. But most methods of raising
that money called for at least some part
to come from higher taxes on gasoline
and diesel. MEC had pushed the idea of
a tax swap — increasing some taxes
and lowering others — but many Re-
publicans either wanted no tax in-
creases at all, or didn’t want to raise
taxes on their constituents while taxes
fell for businesses.

In contrast, the religious objections
bill wasn’t on the business communi-
ty’s radar before the session began.
The storm was slow to gather in Mis-
sissippi, only really beginning to rage
after Georgia’s governor vetoed a simi-
lar bill and North Carolina’s governor
signed a law saying transgender peo-
ple couldn’t use the bathroom of the
gender they identify with, but instead
must use the gender of their birth.

After the uproars in those states, it
was clear enacting the bill would bring
criticism of Mississippi, and business
leaders wanted no part of it. Conserva-
tive Christians were uninterested in
those objections, though, and accused
business groups of being in league with
godless forces. The American Family
Association even called MEC and the
Mississippi Manufacturers Associa-
tion “hostile to Christianity” for their
objections.

The failures on these issues don’t
mean that business has gotten nothing
that it wanted this year. MEC, for ex-
ample, has achieved two of its top pri-
orities it set before this legislative ses-
sion. After a decades-long struggle,
lawmakers passed a bill abolishing
elected school district superintendents
after 2019, making the offices appoint-
ed in 55 school districts where voters
had chosen. An expanded Republican
majority in the House helped deliver
that victory, as well as a number of new
DeSoto County Republicans who aban-
doned former GOP members’ defense
of an elected school superintendent in
that district.

Jeff 
Amy
UNDER THE CAPITOL DOME

Business
not
catered 
by GOP

See GOP, Page 5A

Would you consider yourself fi-
nancially literate? While most of us
would probably answer yes, it’s likely
that we would overestimate our own
financial prowess. Today’s financial
landscape is a complicated one. Most

consumers face a bewildering array
of choices, ranging from the simple
(choosing one brand of soup over
another) to complex (deciding how to
invest your retirement savings).

While some organizations, such as
the Mississippi Council on Economic
Education, are doing a great job with

getting financial literacy training into
our schools, many young people still
find themselves graduating high
school or college without learning
even rudimentary skills like compar-
ing prices, buying insurance or un-

derstanding how the Law of Com-
pounding can help or hurt you.

The stakes are high. Even making a
simple mistake, such as not paying
your credit card bill on time or over-
drawing your checking account, can
upset your carefully loaded financial
apple cart. Since April is Financial
Capability Month, I decided to in-
vestigate a tool I had seen previously
on the website Wallethub.com. The
quiz (https://wallethub.com/wallet-

Are you financially literate?
Take the quiz and find out

Bill
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

See Quiz, Page 5A



The Clarion-Ledger - 04/18/2016 Page : A005

April 19, 2016 3:01 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


The Clarion-Ledger Monday, April 18, 2016 5A

Mississippi 
Cremation Society 

$995.00
Because we believe a 

BASIC Cremation
deserves a  

BASIC price. 

Proudly serving the Jackson Metro 
area and all of South MS. 

662.724.4200
CL-0000330182

PRIVATE
PET CREMATORIUM

CALL DAY OR NIGHT 601-922-5554
CL-0000329938

TODAY’S OBITUARIES
Name Age Town, State Died Arrangements 
Anding, Alice* 74 Brandon 16-Apr-16 Baldwin-Lee
Ball, Jr., Joseph* 78 Brandon 16-Apr-16 Baldwin-Lee
Bufkin, Robert* 77 Madison 16-Apr-16 Natchez Trace
Bynum, Larry* 58 Brandon 16-Apr-16 Ott & Lee
DeMarco, Violet B. 90 Carthage 16-Apr-16 McClain-Hays 
Garrett, Reginald*  Florence 17-Apr-16 Chancellor 
Mann, Claudine* 94 Brandon 13-Apr-16 Parkway
* Additional information in display obituaries
Obits appear in print and online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries.
An electronic guest book is available for display obituaries for 30 days and 
may be sponsored for one year or permanently to preserve condolences 
offered by friends and family. Additional photos and videos may also be 
added online. 
Obituaries are submitted by the funeral home by 4:00 p.m. each day for the 
next day’s edition. For assistance please call 601-961- 7057. 
For information on services please contact the funeral home listed.

Claudine Mann
Brandon
Claudine Mann, beloved

wife, mother, and aunt, died
of natural causes at River
Oaks Hospital in Jackson
on April 13, 2016.
Born in Troy, Alabama,

on April 16, 1921, Claudine
was one of four children of
Earnest and Annie Boutwell
Wilson.
S he ma r r i e d F r ed

Christopher Mann in 1945
in Birmingham, Alabama,
and together they had one
child, Linda Dianne. They
celebrated their 70th anni-
versary in 2015. Claudine
enjoyed a career in sales in
Jackson with Arnolds, Inc.
and Randall Craft Realty.
She was active in Pine Lake

Church and loved sewing,
reading, solving crossword
puzzles, and listening to
music.
She is survived by her

husband, Fred; her daugh-
ter, Linda, and Linda’s hus-
band Jack McDaniel; and
loving nieces, nephews,
and their children.
A memorial service is at

Pine Lake Church, Lakeland
Drive, Monday, April 18,
at noon, followed by buri-
al at Parkway Memorial
Cemetery, Highland Colony
Parkway. Visitation is at Pine
Lake Church, 11:00 a.m.
April 18. In lieu of flowers
memorials may be made to
St Jude Children’s Hospital,
www.stjude.org

Alice Anding
Brandon
Alice Anding, 74, passed

away Saturday, April 16,
2016 at Merit Health in
Brandon. Funeral services
will be at 3pmMonday, April
18, 2016 at Baldwin-Lee
Funeral Home in Pearl with
visitation one hour prior to
the service. Interment will
follow at Breezer Cemetery
in Raleigh, MS.
Mrs. Anding is preceded

in death by her husband,
William David Anding, Sr.;
and grandson, Price Harper.
She is survived by her

son, David Anding, Jr.

(Michelle); and daughter,
Alicia Anding Harper Ball
(Wil l iam); brother, Paul
Arender; sisters, Daisy
Wood and Lanell Ashley;
and grandchildren, Hunter
Harper, Nicole Johnson, Will
Anding, III; Samantha and
Madison Endsley, Stephen,
Nathan, and Alyssa Ball, and
Amber Howell.
In lieu of flowers the family

request memorials be made
to Blair E. Batson Children’s
Hospital at www.children-
shospital.umc.edu.
Please visit www.baldwin-

leepearl.com to sign the on-
line guestbook.

Larry Dale Bynum
Brandon, MS
Larry Dale Bynum, 58,

passed away Sat. Apri l
16, 2016 in Pelahatchie,
MS. Visitation will be held
on Mon. April 17, 2016
from 5pm-8pm and on
Tues. April 19, 2016 from
11am-12:45pm at Ott & Lee
Funeral Home in Brandon,
MS. Funeral Services are
1pm Tue. April 19, 2016
at the Ott & Lee Funeral
Home Chapel in Brandon,
MS with burial to follow in
the Crestview Memorial
Gardens in Brandon, MS.
Mr. Bynum was born

in Charlotte, NC and has
been a longtime resident
of Brandon, MS. He was
Baptist in his faith and loved
trading, especially cars and
trucks.
Mr. Bynum is survived by

his wife of 38 years, Debra
Bynum; two children, Josh
Bynum and Laramie Burrell
and son in law, John Burrell;
two grandchildren, Zane
Bynum and Landrie “Nana”
Burrell; three sisters and
four brothers. He is preced-
ed in death by his parents,
Robert and Hilda Bynum and
a grandson, Caden Burrell.

Joseph R. Ball, Jr.
BrandonRobert C. Bufkin

Madison
Robert Cur t is (Bob)

Bufkin, 77, of Madison,
MS, passed away peace-
fully on April 16, 2016. He
was born on August 21,
1938 in Hazlehurst, MS.
He grew up in Barlow and
Port Gibson; but had lived
in the Madison area for the
past 35 years. He was an
avid reader, and loved art
and travel. He served in the
Air National Guard.
Visitation will be held on

Tuesday, April 19th from
10:30 until 12:00 PM at
the Natchez Trace Funeral
Home with the funeral ser-
vice and burial to follow.

He was preceded in
death by h is parents,
William and Lucille Bufkin.
Survivors include: Sharon
(Cookie) Bufkin, his wife
of 28 years, children, Kim
(Kirk) Erickson, Pam (Rob)
Jordan, Clint Clardy, Bob’s
brother William (Bill) Bufkin,
his niece Kim (Andy) Morris,
nephew Chad Bufkin, and
his beloved grand children,
Joseph and Katie Erickson,
Jake Allen, Alex Jordan,
and Katherine and Caroline
Clardy. Niece Ansley and
nephew Carter Bufkin, and
nephews Blake Morris and
Brooke Chastain; and his
faithful companion, Freddie. Reginald Leroy 

“Roy” Garrett
Florence

View and sign guest books online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries

READ DAILY
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literacy-score/) will take
you a few minutes, but
IT casts a wide net to
gauge just how well you
understand the basics. I
took the test, which
doesn’t require any reg-
istration, cost or login.

Before I answered
any of the 30 questions,
the quiz asked me to
assess my Financial
Literacy level. I gave
myself a B, because I
have never really consid-
ered math — or money
management — my
strong point, yet I have
gained a good deal of
knowledge over the
years through my work.

It turned out I scored an
A-minus, which was
actually a little better
than I’d thought I’d do.

Here are a few high-
lights:

Credit Scores. The
quiz asks you to rank
which of these five
things are most impor-
tant when credit bureaus
calculate your credit
scores:

» Credit inquiries and
amounts owed.

» Payment history
and amounts owed.

» Types of credit in
use and payment history. 

» Length of credit
history and amounts
owed.

I correctly answered
payment history and
amounts owed. When
credit bureaus calculate
your credit scores, they

look at all of these pieces
of information, but the
largest contributing
factor (almost a third of
the total score) is how
diligent you have been
about paying your bills,
and how much you owe
(measured against your
available credit).

Interest Rates/Com-
pounding. The question
was: “ If you put $100 in
a savings account with
an interest rate of 5
percent per year and
left the money in the
account for five years,
how much would you
have in the account at
the end of the fifth
year?” For a math-chal-
lenged person like me,
this one took me back to
the anxious days of high
school pop quizzes
(sweaty palms and all).

However, I correctly
deduced that the answer
would be “more than
$125,” because of com-
pounding. Basically, if no
interest went into the
total against which in-
terest was compounded,
it would be $125 ($100
principal, plus $25 in-
terest). However, that’s
not how it works. The
total amount would be
more than $125 ($127.63,
to be exact), because the
interest goes back into
the principal, and future
interest builds the prin-
cipal.

Car Insurance. (I got
a big red “X” on this one;
shhh…please don’t tell
my insurance agent). If
there is an area that
needs more public edu-
cation, it’s this one.
Many people — exclud-

ing insurance agents —
would be mystified if
you asked them the dif-
ference between “com-
prehensive” and “colli-
sion” coverage on an
auto policy. Here is how
it went: Which type of
car insurance coverage
will pay for damage to
your car from an acci-
dent that you cause? I
incorrectly guessed
“liability,” when the
answer was “collision.”
According to Wallethub,
“Collision insurance
covers your car if it is
damaged or destroyed in
an accident. Types of
covered accidents typi-
cally include hitting
another car or hitting a
stationary object (like a
bridge or a tree). Colli-
sion insurance may also
cover damage to your

car if someone or some-
thing else hits it while it
is parked.” Liability
covers damages to an-
other person (or their
property) resulting from
an accident you cause.
Obviously, I should have
read the question more
carefully.

These are just three
of the questions on the
quiz. I’d urge everyone
to go and see how well
you do. It might help you
identify areas in which
you might need a little
better understanding of
some things. Ultimately,
if we’re to be better-
educated consumers, it’s
up to us to make it hap-
pen.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Quiz
Continued from Page 3A

Lawmakers also de-
livered on a plan to use
unemployment tax
money to spend $50
million on worker
training, a top Bryant
priority which had
been stymied last year.
That bill will also zero
out some employers’
unemployment tax
payments.

MEC could still at-
tain one more of its ma-
jor goals in the closing
days of the 2016 Legis-
lature, which is likely
to wrap up work this
week. That’s the phas-
ing out of the corporate
franchise tax, a $260
million-a-year levy on
capital invested by
businesses in Missis-
sippi. Business groups,
especially banks and
manufacturers, have
long wanted to get rid
of the franchise tax.

GOP
Continued from Page 3A

projects utilizing local la-
bor force,” the documents
state. “Fairley took on this
project with the objective
to complete them at less
than specification costs,
allotting any remaining
monies to be used for any
other projects and/or
causes. 

“One such cause was
the subsidizing of the
mortgage and operating
expenses of Mount Car-
mel Missionary Baptist
Church.”

The complaint alleges
Fairley supervised works
on the projects and would
occasionally report back
to Interurban, which he
had sought for interim
funding. But “in order to
move the jobs forward,
obtain permits, and com-
ply with program require-
ments, it is believed that
Fairley may have signed
unauthorized documents

with the City of Hatties-
burg on behalf of Interur-
ban.”

In March 2014, Clinton
attorney Ottowa Carter
Jr., who was representing
Fairley, filed a motion to
dismiss the complaint.
The last action taken on
the case was a re-notice of
hearing, filed April 14,
2014.

Calls to Carter’s office
regarding the status of
the case were not re-
turned, and Fletcher de-
clined to comment. 

Jackson attorney San-
ford E. Knott, who is rep-
resenting Fairley in the

current federal case, said
he was unaware of the
case’s status and was not
involved in that litigation.

Toward the end of the
complaint, Fletcher al-
leges Interurban “re-
quested an accountability
report on the use of funds
and a memorializing of
funds through promis-
sory notes and Deeds of
Trust to protect the mon-
ies for future reimburse-
ments.”

The complaint states a
meeting was attended by
Mayor Johnny DuPree
and other officials, during
which DuPree suggested

terms and conditions for a
promissory note submit-
ted by Fairley “with terms
and conditions that were
not agreeable to Interur-
ban.”

“I attended one meet-
ing they asked me to at-
tend to try to resolve some
issues that Mr. Fletcher
had with Pine Belt, and
was actually attending as
the mayor,” DuPree said
Wednesday. “I don’t think
there was a resolution out
of it — I think at that point,
he had some liens on some
church properties, and
that’s what they were try-
ing to resolve.”

Fairley and Fletcher
were arraigned March 23
at the William M. Colmer
Federal Courthouse in
Hattiesburg. The charges
stem from federal funds
issued to the city of Hat-
tiesburg to rehabilitate
properties in the city. The
money came from the De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development.

Fairley faces six
charges: one count of con-
spiracy to defraud the
U.S. government; two
counts of theft of govern-
ment money; one count of
conspiracy to commit
money laundering; and
two counts of engaging in
monetary transactions to
criminally derive proper-
ty.

Fletcher, represented
by New Orleans attorney
Clarence Roby Jr., was in-

dicted on three counts:
conspiracy to defraud the
U.S. government; conspir-
acy to commit money
laundering; and engaging
in a monetary transaction
to criminally derive prop-
erty.

In the first count of the
indictment, filed March
10, Fairley and Fletcher
are alleged in August 2010
to have committed con-
spiracy to defraud the
U.S. government by enter-
ing into an agreement in
which Fletcher was con-
tracted to conduct the re-
habilitation work, but the
actual work was subcon-
tracted “to local individ-
uals and companies who
attempted to perform the
work for a lesser
amount.”

According to the in-
dictment, the excess mon-
ey, which is said to be the
difference between what
Fletcher charged and
what the subcontractors
were actually paid, was
split between Fletcher
and Fairley.

“Rev. Fairley is cate-
gorically denying all such
allegations of theft and
conspiracy, things of that
sort,” Knott told the Hat-
tiesburg American in a
previous interview. “Pas-
tor Fairley maintains that
whatever the allegations
are, that he acted in good
faith (regarding the man-
agement of the HUD
funds).”

Fletcher
Continued from Page 3A
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Artie Fletcher filed a civil complaint in 2013 against the Rev.
Kenneth Fairley, right, and Pine Belt Community Services.
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