
The Clarion-Ledger - 02/11/2016 Page : C001

February 11, 2016 8:48 am (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016 THE CLARION-LEDGER clarionledger.com SECTION C

B U S I N E S S L E D G E R

It started with a great idea. A wounded veteran
named John Melia, who had been seriously injured in
a helicopter crash during military operations in So-
malia in the early 1990s, wanted to do something to
help his fellow veterans who had suffered injuries
during their service. 

In 2003, Melia and some friends began collecting
simple items such as toiletries, socks and playing
cards and stuffing them into backpacks. The group
(which soon became known as the Wounded Warrior
Project) distributed the backpacks to veterans at VA
hospitals, helping provide much-needed help to peo-
ple who had risked life and limb for our country.

As the fledgling organization began to grow, it
found itself meeting a crucial need during protracted
military operations in the Middle East, and the money
began pouring in. Americans rallied, because most
Americans consider supporting veterans to be a patri-

otic duty. The organization adopted the slogan, “The
greatest casualty is being forgotten” and received
endorsements from high-profile celebrities such as
Trace Adkins and Gary Sinise.

According to Charity Navigator, the organization
raised more than $342 million in 2014. Programs have
expanded to include helping veterans reintegrate into
society and find work.

But recently, the organization has come under fire
for what some have called lavish spending. WWP has
reportedly hosted pricey fundraisers and company
meetings, and has been accused of spending only six
of every 10 donated dollars on programs that actually
help veterans. As the New York Times and CBS News
broke stories about alleged misuse of donated money,
other media jumped in, and whistleblowers began 
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The state of Mississippi has seen an economic explo-
sion in industry during the last decade.

With growth of industry, however, has come the de-
cline of labor unions in the state.

Gov. Phil Bryant has repeatedly touted that Missis-
sippi is a “nonunion state.”

The governor’s office would not comment for this ar-
ticle except to release an excerpt of his inaugural
speech saying, “As a right-to-work state, we have as-
sured workers the freedom from intimidation and in-
terference in their desire to seek economic security by
helping them establish not just a job but a career.”

Last week, Continental Tire announced it would

build a plant in Hinds County, representing a invest-
ment of $1.45 billion and creating approximately 2,500
jobs. 

Once located in North Carolina, Continental left that
state in 2006 after a dispute with workers, according to
Carroll Gray, former president of the Charlotte Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Paul Williams, executive vice president of Continen-
tal Tire, said the company did not “predominately”
choose Mississippi because it is a right-to-work state. 

“Our largest truck tire plant in the world is actually
in Illinois,” Williams said Monday. “We’ve had success
in every type of state, so it really didn’t matter so much. 

Gov. Phil Bryant has repeatedly touted Mississippi as “nonunion state.”

ARE UNIONS A FRIEND OR
FOE TO STATE WORKERS?

JOE ELLIS/THE CLARION-LEDGER

Gov. Phil Bryant makes comments during an event at Clinton High School on Monday to formally announce the Continental Tires' new manufacturing plant to be located just west of Clinton, in
Hinds County. 

“The old companies that have been all part economic engine of Columbus had unions

but times have changed. The reason why we’re getting some of the things that we’re

getting is because we’re non-union.”

GARY CHISM 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

“A lot of the misconception is that unions take care of lazy people, people that don’t

want to work. I think they have a bad stigma. We don’t do that. 

ROBERT SUTTON
SIEMENS, UNITED AUTO WORKERS LOCAL 1956

SARAH FOWLER THE CLARION-LEDGER

See Unions, Page 7C
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OFFICE OF STATE AID ROAD CONSTRUCTION
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AND HINDS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

SECTION 900

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS:

Sealed bids will be received by the Chancery Clerk’s office of Hinds County, Mississippi at 316 South President Street, 

Jackson, Mississippi 39201 until 9:00 a.m. on the 21st day of March 2016 and shortly thereafter publicly opened for 

the construction 0.57 miles of Bridge Replacement on Gore Road being known as Project No. LSBP-25(47) in Hinds 

County, Mississippi.

PRINCIPAL ITEMS OF WORK ARE APPROXIMATELY AS FOLLOWS

 ITEM QUANTITY UNIT

ROADWAY ITEMS:

MOBILIZATION  LUMP SUM LS

CLEARING AND GRUBBING  LUMP SUM LS

REMOVAL OF PRECAST BRIDGE @STA.13+41.38 1.00 UN

REMOVAL OF ASPHALT PAVEMENT 618.00 SY

UNCLASSIFIED EXCAVATION (FM) 1,045.00 CY

BORROW EXCAVATION (FME) (CONTRACTOR FURNISHED), CLASS 9 626.00 CY

GRANULAR MATERIAL (LVM) (CLASS 5, GROUP B) 247.00 CY

RIGHT-OF-WAY MARKERS (TYPE II) 4.00 EA

MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC LS LS

ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION SIGNS 0.00 SF

REFLECTORIZED TRAFFIC OBJECT MARKER (ENCAPSULATED LENS) TYPE 3 4.000 EA

EROSION ITEMS :

AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE 0.880 TON

COMMERCIAL FERTILIZER (13:13:13) 0.440 TON

SEEDING 0.440 AC

VEGETATIVE MATERIAL FOR MULCH 1.320 TON

SOLID SODDING 200.000 SY

TEMPORARY SILT FENCE (TYPE II)(AOS .15-.84) 688.000 LF

WATTLES, 20” 688.000 LF

BOX BRIDGE ITEMS:

26’-6” CLEAR ROADWAY WIDTH

STA.13+35.00, 1@19’, 1@31’, 1@19’ PRECAST CONCRETE SPANS

TEST PILES 2.000 EA

CONVENTIONAL STATIC PILE LOAD TEST 0.000 EA

14” PRESTRESSED CONCRETE PILING 660.000 LF

19’ PRECAST CONCRETE SLAB UNIT, 3.5’ INTERIOR 12.000 EA

31’ PRECAST CONCRETE SLAB UNIT, 3.5’ INTERIOR 6.000 EA

19’ PRECAST CONCRETE SLAB UNIT, CURB 4.000 EA

31’ PRECAST CONCRETE SLAB UNIT, CURB 2.000 EA

BEAM TYPE RAILING WITH CONCRETE POSTS 138.000 LF

29’ PRECAST CONCRETE CAP, INTERMEDIATE UNIT, CONCRETE PILE 2.000 EA

29’ PRECAST CONCRETE CAP, END UNIT, CONCRETE PILE 2.000 EA

7.5’ PRECAST CONCRETE WING 4.000 EA

LOOSE RIPRAP, 300 Lb. 114.000 TON

GEOTEXTILE UNDER RIPRAP, TYPE V, AOS 0.21-0.43 210.000 SY

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS:

CONTRACT TIME:     90 Working Days

BASIS OF AWARD

The award, if  made, will be to the lowest qualified bidder on the basis of published quantities.

The Board of Supervisors hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any contract entered 

into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enterprise will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in 

response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 

consideration for an award.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS are on file in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Eddie Jean 

Carr, Second Floor, Chancery Court Building, 316 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, the County 

Engineer’s office, IMS, 126 East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, and the Office of the State Aid Engineer, 412 

Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, Mississippi.  This project shall be constructed in accordance with the latest edition 

of the Mississippi Standard Specifications for State Aid Road and Bridge Construction.

PLANS AND PROPOSALS may be secured from Tommy Avant, LSBP Engineer for Hinds County, Mississippi, 

IMS, 126 East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  The cost is fifty dollars ($50.00) for plans and fifty dollars 

($50.00) for the proposal, non-refundable.

Certified check or bid bond for five percent (5%) of the total bid, made payable to Hinds County and the State of  

Mississippi must accompany each proposal.

Bids must be hand delivered, or otherwise physically delivered by public or private couriers or delivery service, 

including but not limited to U.S. Postal Service, Certified Mail with return receipt requested, United Parcel Service, 

Federal Express, or by any other delivery method wherein receipt of said bids must be acknowledged, in writing, by 

the addressee to the Hinds County Chancery Clerk, Eddie Jean Carr, attention, Greta Lovell, Second Floor, Chancery 

Court Building, 316 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or P.O. Box 686, Jackson, Mississippi 39205.

Bidders are hereby notified that any proposal accompanied by letters qualifying in any manner the condition under 

which the proposal is tendered will be considered an irregular bid and such proposal will not be considered in making 

the award.

Darrel McQuirter, President

Hinds County Board of Supervisors

Eddie Jean Carr

Chancery Clerk

By:  Greta Lovell, D.C.

Looking for a diner that serves
breakfast any time, blue-plate specials
at lunch and New Orleans-style beig-
nets and chicory-laced coffee?

The Frisky Biscuit at 118 W. Center
St. on the Square in Canton offers all
that and more in a vintage-inspired
interior complete with red bar stools,
the building’s original fireplace and an
upright piano re-purposed as a coffee
station.

“It’s a nostalgic experience,” said
James H. Cockrell of Canton, who with
Richard Carlisle of Canton owns The
Frisky Biscuit.

Cockrell and Carlisle, who are both
43 and plan to be semi-retired in their
mid-50s, also own Madison Computer
Center in Colony Crossing shopping
center in Madison. 

“People are always going to be hun-
gry, and computers are always going to
need to be fixed,” Carlisle said of their
diverse ventures.

Cockrell and Carlisle opened The
Frisky Biscuit in October 2014 and
closed it in 2015 for six weeks to re-
vamp it from top to bottom, update the
kitchen and expand its seating capac-
ity.

“We re-wired and re-plumbed,”
Cockrell said. “We added a room to the
back of the kitchen for food prep and
storage. There’s a 100-year-old pecan
tree out back, so we built around the
tree and made the room u-shaped. We
couldn’t cut it down since the building
is in a historic district.”

Described as “a touch of old New
Orleans, a little bit of Grandma’s house
and a smidgeon of those '50s diners we

all love,” the restaurant’s cheery interi-
or sports a handcrafted wooden bar
and custom-made bar stools as well as
a mix of bright red tables and alumi-
num pub chairs. A vintage china cab-
inet serves the need for extra storage.

“What we’ve been told is that this
has been a diner or café throughout its
history,” said Cockrell, recalling that
the last business to occupy the space
was Harkins Bakery.

After Harkins Bakery closed, the
building remained vacant for a couple
of years until Cockrell and Carlisle
recognized the business opportunity to
provide another place to eat on the
Square.

“We’ve got a real gem,” Cockrell
said. “We wanted something not just
for ourselves but something that would
add to Canton.”

The menu includes made-from-
scratch breakfast food such as avoca-
dos and eggs (a grilled avocado topped
with eggs cooked to order), the Big
Frisky (three eggs, two meats, grits or
potatoes, a biscuit and small order of
pancakes) and the Little Frisky (two
eggs, one meat, grits or potatoes and a
biscuit).

Also on the menu are burgers, a
chicken breast sandwich and a club
sandwich. Blue plate specials vary and
range from spaghetti to hamburger
steak to homemade chicken-n-dump-
lings. There is a menu for children
ages 12 and younger, and to-go orders
and catering jobs are accepted.

“We get as little from a bag or can
as possible,” Cockrell said. “Our food is
like going to Grandmother’s house.”

Sunday is the diner’s busiest day of

the week, with some customers stop-
ping by early for breakfast and others
eating lunch after attending church, he
said. “Response has been overwhelm-
ing,” he said.

The Frisky Biscuit employs 10 peo-
ple, and they’re the backbone of the
business. “We couldn’t do it without
everyone who works here,” Cockrell
said.

The Frisky Biscuit is open from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
and from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday. Plans are to eventually
serve breakfast during the week, Cock-
rell said. For more information, call
(601) 407-6032.

Contact Nell Luter Floyd at nell-
floyd@bellsouth.net.

Canton’s Frisky Biscuit back, updated

JOE ELLIS / THE CLARION-LEDGER

The Frisky Biscuit on the square in Canton combines traditional Southern cooking with a
healthy dash of New Orleans. 

JOE ELLIS / THE CLARION-LEDGER

The Frisky Biscuit on the square in Canton
has recently reopened after an extensive
remodel. 

Nell Luter
Floyd
RETAIL

coming out of the woodwork, alleging
various questionable practices and a
corporate culture that discouraged
employees from asking too many ques-
tions.

Initially, the WWP appeared defiant,
demanding a retraction from CBS in a
fiery letter refuting the charges. But
then the organization’s board of direc-
tors promised a full accounting of
WWP’s finances and governance. “The
Board takes very seriously the con-
cerns that have been raised in recent
days and is in the process of retaining
independent advisers to conduct a thor-
ough financial and policy review of the
concerns,” the letter noted. “We remain
steadfast in our commitment to our
warriors and supporters and will en-
sure that the organization is effectively
fulfilling this important mission.”

Any nonprofit organization that
receives public donations to carry out
its work is expected to be accountable
for how that money is spent. The public
demands that. Many charity rating
watchdogs, such as the BBB Wise Giv-
ing Alliance and Charity Navigator, use
a broad-based approach to rating a
charity and consider factors such as
how the organization is led and gov-
erned, their commitment to transpar-
ency, their focus on the mission, how
much money is actually spent on the
cause to which they’re committed, how
well they treat their donors and other
factors. There is much more to assess-

ing a charity than just a number, but
that number (called the overhead ratio)
is often given more weight that it
should be in the minds of donors. Most
donors understand a charity has to
keep its lights on, its employees paid
and to take care of the many “over-
head” costs involved in providing help.
As a general rule, though, donors also
expect their dollars will go toward
helping a group of people, rather than
lining the pockets of highly paid staff,
consultants and fundraisers.

With all the news breaking about this
one organization, it would be easy to
jump on the bandwagon of condemna-
tion. 

Many have begun to get nervous
about sending their money to this or
other large organizations. It’s impor-
tant to note such condemnation may be
deserved, but all the facts aren’t in yet.

In this column, we have always tried
to encourage people to give, but give
wisely. If you’re sending in your dona-
tion to any organization, they should do
everything in their power to give the
maximum they can to help the people
and causes they’re committed to help-
ing. That means balancing their sup-
port of the “cause” with the need to
provide that support in a responsible
and ethical way. Never should they lose
sight of the understanding they are
stewards of a valuable commodity —
not money, but trust. Once that’s been
lost, it’s gone forever. WWP’s response
to this crisis will have a lot to do with
whether it survives, or just becomes
another cautionary tale in the history of
American charity work.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 1C

NEW YORK — Red Lobster says it’s
feeling the “Beyonce Bounce.”

The seafood chain known for its ched-
dar biscuits says sales surged 33 percent
on Sunday from a year ago. The increase
came after the release of “Formation,” in
which Beyonce says she took a man to
Red Lobster after sex. Red Lobster says
it’s sure the mention is responsible for at
least part of its sales jump.

A representative for the chain did not
immediately say whether the sales com-
parison was from the Sunday of the same
weekend a year ago, or with Feb. 7, 2015,
which fell on a Saturday last year. Sales
on Saturdays and Sundays on average
may vary.

The pop culture spotlight is no doubt a
welcome change for Red Lobster, which
was sold by Darden Restaurants in July
2014 after it had ongoing declines in
sales. The chain, which is now privately
held by investment firm Golden Gate
Capital, says it has posted sales gains ev-
ery quarter since the separation.

And after the mention by Beyonce, it
says it was also a trending topic on Twit-
ter for the first time.

“It’s clear that Beyonce has helped
create some Red Lobster fans, and we
are very grateful to her for that,” Red
Lobster CEO Kim Lopdrup said.

Erica Ettori, a Red Lobster repre-
sentative, said she could not “confirm or
deny” whether the chain has reached out
to superstar, but noted that things were

“moving fast.”
Regardless, the chain is already try-

ing to make the most of its moment. It
tweeted that, “ ‘Cheddar Bey Biscuits’
has a nice ring to it, don’t you think?” The
chain is also noting that lobster is consid-
ered a romantic food.

Red Lobster, based in Orlando, Flori-
da, has more than 700 locations in the
U.S. and Canada.

Red Lobster says sales surge
after song plug by Beyonce 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JAMES A. FINLEY/AP

Red Lobster said that its sales surged after
Beyonce mentioned the chain in a
“Formation” lyric. 
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