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A
ccording to the Internet security firm
Symantec, last year was a banner year
for online thievery. A report issued by
the company back in April found that
more than 317 million new pieces of
malware were created in 2014, which
amounts to about a million per day.

Cyber-criminals plied the Internet with a variety
of methods to steal other people’s money and iden-
tities, using such tactics as “ransomware” (up 113
percent over 2013) and “crypto-ransom” attacks
(up 4,000 percent). 

“The criminals are getting better,” said Kevin
Haley, director of security response at Symantec,
in a statement published on NBC News. “Success
breeds success and other criminals want to get
into the game, so we need to step up our game in
terms of protecting our information and keeping it
safe.” 

While terms such as “crypto-ransom” and
“spear phishing” may be unknown to most people,
they represent huge advances in the armaments
available to cyber-criminals, and it’s obvious that
most of us are woefully outgunned. It seems that
much cybercrime these days takes the form of

what amounts to digital extortion. In other words,
criminals are saying, “I will destroy you online (or
steal your money, or expose reputation-damaging
information) if you don’t give me what I want.” For
evidence, we need only to go back a few weeks to
the disastrous Ashley Madison breach, in which
criminals exposed millions of people who had
visited the online cheating site (and, in some cases,
people who had never visited the site before). The
result was loss of reputations, relationships and –
most sadly – lives. Since we live so much of our
lives online, cybercrime can take a very real and
tragic toll.

Perhaps it’s good timing that October is Cyber
Security Month. More than 200 governmental
agencies, private companies and advocacy groups
are using the month to focus on how people can
reduce their risk to cyber-criminals. The effort is
led by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
along with the National Cyber Security Alliance. 

Protecting yourself and your family against
cybercrime requires a lot of thought and attention.
And since most of us have a lot at stake, it’s worth
making it a priority. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsumer @gmail.com.

Protect yourself

The American Bankers Association offers
the following cyber security tips:

Keep your computers and mobile de-
vices up to date. Having the latest securi-
ty software, web browser and operating
system are the best defenses.

Set strong passwords. A strong password
is at least eight characters and includes a
mix of upper and lowercase letters, num-
bers and symbols. 

Watch out for phishing scams. Do not
click on links or open any attachments or
pop-up screens from sources with which
you are not familiar.

Learn more by visiting
www.aba.com/consumers and clicking
“Protect Your Money.”

BUILD UP
YOUR CYBER
SECURITY 

THINKSTOCK IMAGE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2015 THE CLARION-LEDGER clarionledger.com SECTION C

B U S I N E S S L E D G E R

Anthony Ritter has leased a space in
Woodland Hills Shopping Center for sev-
eral years.

He has primarily used it for storage
and to host the annual white elephant
sale for Ritter’s Glo Design Studio. The
space will soon serve a new purpose:
housing Fondren’s first frozen yogurt
shop.

Ritter said he hopes Fondren Fro Yo
will be functional enough to at least have
an open house during Fondren Un-
wrapped on Nov. 19. Until then, contrac-
tors are redoing the space’s plumbing
and electrical systems.

“Some days, I think it’s going good,
and some days I’m not so sure,” Ritter
said. “It needed to be plumbed. There’s
an extensive amount of that because the
machines (that make the yogurt) are wa-
ter cooled. That had to be done, and that
was the biggest thing. Once we get that

done and get done bringing the bathroom
up to ADA compliance, everything else
is cosmetic.”

Beyond the plumbing and electrical
work, the permitting process will go a
long way toward determining when it
opens.

“The flip side of that would be, if I

don’t get it open well enough before
Christmas, I might just push it to the
next year. I’m working hard. I’ve got so
many things that depend on inspections
and permitting for food service and
things like that. When you explain it, it
doesn’t sound complicated, but it is.” At
the latest, Ritter said, Fondren Fro Yo
will be be fully operational early next
year. 

A dedicated ice cream and frozen yo-
gurt place is one of the few things Fon-
dren does not currently have. It’s an idea
that Ritter has been mulling for several
months.

“First of all, there just aren’t any fro-
zen yogurt places in Northeast Jackson,
not just Fondren,” Ritter said. All of my
friends in Madison and Ridgeland have
places to go and we don’t have that in
Jackson, and I don’t know why.”

Ritter wants Fondren Fro Yo to be
family friendly, much like neighborhood
ice cream shops were when the Fondren
neighborhood was considered the Jack-

son suburbs in the middle part of the 20th
century. It’s a role Brent’s Drugs has
filled since its revitalization a few years
ago.

“When we do have things for families,
like Fondren First Thursday, the kids
just go crazy and they love it,” Ritter
said. “I thought we needed this. I know
there are other places that have ice
cream and desserts and stuff, but I’m do-
ing this to be more like a fun zone.” 

The under-the-hill part of Woodland
Hills is a natural fit for Fondren Fro Yo,
Ritter said.

“I just don’t think that it needs to be an
office,” he said. “It needs to be some sort
of customer-service related thing that
adds to the attraction that Fondren has as
far as walking and shopping. I wanted to
do something that was not only a good
business for me, but good for the neigh-
borhood.”

Contact Clay Chandler at (601) 961-
7264 or cchandler@gannett.com. Follow
@claychand on Twitter.
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A new Fondren Fro-yo is coming soon to the
Woodland Hills Shopping Center. 

Fondren Fro Yo will be a neighborhood first
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