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B U S I N E S S L E D G E R

it’s likely that rooftop solar installations
will be as common a rooftop site as
satellite TV dishes. In some cases,
they’ll actually be generating more
power than the homeowner needs,
which can then be sold back to the util-
ity companies.

Although there are a couple of dif-
ferent solar-panel technologies, the
fast-growing Photovoltaic (PV) indus-
try appears to be dominating the mar-
ket. Simply put, PV converts sunshine
to electricity as sunlight falls on solar
cells; it's energy that can be used to
power your home or business. 

But a troubling warning came re-
cently from Attorney General Jim
Hood, who advises Mississippians to
beware of businesses that offer solar
energy systems to consumers. It seems
that, where there is sunlight, there is
also the potential for fraud. Hood
warned consumers recently that we

You’d think that, with the abundant
sunshine we get here in Mississippi,
we’d be a natural for solar power. Al-
though solar energy is much more
prevalent in the Western and South-
western U.S. — where they get a lot
more sunlight unimpeded by clouds
and haze — we’re starting to see more
and more solar panels in the Magnolia
state. 

Recently, Entergy Mississippi
announced a project to create three
solar “farms” in the state, and a lot of
businesses are forming around getting
solar panels on rooftops. In the future,

need to be careful if approached by
people trying to sell or lease costly PV
systems.

“To lure customers into a lease, some
of these unscrupulous solar companies
often claim that consumers can poten-
tially reduce costly electric bills by
utilizing various federal, state and local
tax credits and rebates,” Hood’s office
noted in a news release. “This can be
deceptive, however, since the solar
company is usually the entity which
receives the tax benefits and incen-
tives. In addition, for cash purchases,
the price of PV systems can range any-
where from $10,000 to $60,000 or
more.”

That could leave you on the hook for
the price of the unit, which could in
turn affect the value of your home if
you tried to sell it. 

“Before consumers make a signifi-
cant investment in a solar system, they

should research their options to make
sure they are in fact getting cost sav-
ings and meeting their goals of environ-
mental sustainability,” Hood said.
“While there are some exemplary com-
panies, other solar companies are using
misleading sale pitches to entice con-
sumers into paying for overpriced PV
system agreements or failing to dis-
close how various subsidies, govern-
ment programs and rate-making prac-
tices may affect the future cost of ener-
gy for the consumer. These companies’
deceptive practices often result in a
higher energy price tag for consumers
after installing the system than they
had before.”

Hood had some advice for compa-
nies looking to sell solar systems as
well: Become familiar with with the
Solar Energy Industries Association’s 

Before investing in solar power, closely check claims 
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See Moak, Page 2C

The practice field inside Ole Miss’ Olivia
and Archie Manning Athletic Performance
Center will soon bear the name of one of Man-
ning's old receivers.

Bill Jordan, whose Realtree camouflage
patterns are used on hunting apparel and life-
style products across the globe, recently
pledged $1million to Forward Together, a cap-
ital campaign benefitting athletic facilities at
Ole Miss.

With his latest gift, which he will pay over
the next five years, Jordan’s total contribu-
tion to the Vaught Society, Ole Miss’ athletic
fundraising arm, will reach $2 million.

"It's a great honor for my family and me,"
Jordan, who played with Manning from 1969-
71, said in a university press release. "I feel
especially good about being able to tie this
gift to the Manning Center, having played
football with Archie. Also, having graduated
from Ole Miss with so many great memories
and now having my son there as well, provid-
ing support just seemed like the right thing to
do at this stage in my life. I'm telling people
it's a great time to be an Ole Miss Rebel. Ole
Miss is very important to me and my family.
We're all Ole Miss Rebels through and
through, and we hope this gift will help not
only the athletics facility but the school as
well."

Jordan graduated from UM in 1973 with a
degree in business administration. He then
returned to his hometown of Columbus, Geor-
gia, to work at the family boat dealership. In
1983, he started Spartan Archery Products in
the dealership’s back room.

At the same time, Jordan started develop-
ing the initial concepts of what would become
Realtree. He would unveil it in 1986 at a na-
tional trade show. Realtree’s logo would ar-
rive shortly after that.

The business would take off, becoming one
of the most popular camo patterns used by
hunters and outdoor enthusiasts. More than

1,500 manufacturers produce more than
10,000 products stamped with Realtree’s logo
and covered in its pattern, which has more
than 2,500 licensees. The products are sold in
thousands of retailers. Jordan has also hosted
the television show “Realtree Outdoors”
since 1993.

Jordan is a member of Ole Miss’ M-Club
Hall of Fame.

Forward Together launched in 2011, with a
goal to raise $150 million. Contributions have
topped $138 million.

Gifts to the campaign paid for renovation
and expansion of the Manning Center, whose
primary purpose is an indoor practice facility
for Ole Miss’ football program. The $18 mil-
lion facility opened in 2004, and officially got

its name in 2013.
"We are so thankful for generous alumni

like Bill Jordan who know what it's like to
build a business into a national presence," said
Keith Carter, senior associate athletics direc-
tor for development and executive director of
the Ole Miss Athletics Foundation. "Essential-
ly, that's what we're doing here. We're build-
ing a program that must continually improve
in order to be competitive.

"Bill's gift will certainly go a long way to-
ward helping us do that. Bill's contribution is
significant, but every gift to this campaign is
important."

Contact Clay Chandler at (601) 961-7264 or
cchandler@gannett.com. Follow @claychand
on Twitter.

OXFORD
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The Manning Center, pictured here, contains an inside practice field. The field will be named after Bill
Jordan, whose recent gift to the university will bring his total contribution to $2 million.

Ole Miss practice field
to carry Jordan name
CLAY CHANDLER
THE CLARION-LEDGER
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The practice field inside the Manning Center at the University of Mississippi in Oxford will soon bear the name of Bill Jordan, an alum who created Realtree camo
patterns and played with Archie Manning at the university from 1969 to 1971.
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OFFICE OF STATE AID ROAD CONSTRUCTION
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AND HINDS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

SECTION 900

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS:

Sealed bids will be received by the Chancery Clerk’s offi  ce of Hinds County, Mississippi at 316 South President Street, 

Jackson, Mississippi 39201 until 9:00 a.m. on the 7th day of December 2015 and shortly thereafter publicly opened for 

the construction 0.030 miles of Box Bridge Replacement on McGuff ee Road being known as Project No. LSBP-25(37) 

in Hinds County, Mississippi.

PRINCIPAL ITEMS OF WORK ARE APPROXIMATELY AS FOLLOWS

 ITEM QUANTITY UNIT

ROADWAY ITEMS:

MOBILIZATION LUMP SUM LS

CLEARING AND GRUBBING LUMP SUM LS

REMOVAL OF PRECAST BRIDGE

@ STA.13+22.48 1.00 UN

UNCLASSIFIED EXCAVATION (FM) 1,206.00 CY

BORROW EXCAVATION (FME)

(CONTRACTOR FURNISHED) (CLASS 9) 1,102.00 CY

GRANULAR MATERIAL (LVM)

(CLASS 5, GROUP B) 122.00 CY

RIGHT-OF-WAY MARKERS (TYPE II) 8.00 EA

MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC LUMP SUM LS

ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION SIGNS 0.00 SF

EROSION ITEMS:

AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE 1.38 TON

COMMERCIAL FERTILIZER (13:13:13) 0.66 TON

SEEDING 0.66 AC

VEGETATIVE MATERIALS FOR MULCH 1.38 TON

SOLID SODDING 200.00 SY

TEMPORARY SILT FENCE (TYPE II)

(AOS 0.15 - 0.84) 630.00 LF

LOOSE RIPRAP (200 LB.) 87.00 TON

LOOSE RIPRAP (300 LB.) 186.00 TON

GEOTEXTILE UNDER RIPRAP

TYPE V AOS (0.21 - 0.43) 156.00 SY

BOX BRIDGE ITEMS:

BOX BRIDGE CONCRETE, CLASS “BB” 225.94  CY

REINFORCEMENT 23,267.00 LB

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS:

CONTRACT TIME:     90 Working Days

BASIS OF AWARD

The award, if  made, will be to the lowest qualifi ed bidder on the basis of published quantities.

The Board of Supervisors hereby notifi es all bidders that it will affi  rmatively insure that in any contract entered 

into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enterprise will be aff orded full opportunity to submit bids in 

response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 

consideration for an award. 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS are on fi le in the Offi  ce of  the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Eddie Jean 

Carr, Second Floor, Chancery Court Building, 316 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, the County 

Engineer’s offi  ce, IMS, 126 East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, and the Offi  ce of  the State Aid Engineer, 412 

Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, Mississippi.  This project shall be constructed in accordance with the latest edition 

of the Mississippi Standard Specifi cations for State Aid Road and Bridge Construction.

PLANS AND PROPOSALS may be secured from Tommy Avant, LSBP Engineer for Hinds County, Mississippi, 

IMS, 126 East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  The cost is fi fty dollars ($50.00) for plans and fi fty dollars 

($50.00) for the proposal, non-refundable.

Certifi ed check or bid bond for fi ve percent (5%) of the total bid, made payable to Hinds County and the State of 

Mississippi must accompany each proposal.

Bids must be hand delivered, or otherwise physically delivered by public or private couriers or delivery service, 

including but not limited to U.S. Postal Service, Certifi ed Mail with return receipt requested, United Parcel Service, 

Federal Express, or by any other delivery method wherein receipt of  said bids must be acknowledged, in writing, by 

the addressee to the Hinds County Chancery Clerk, Eddie Jean Carr, attention, Greta Lovell, Second Floor, Chancery 

Court Building, 316 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or P.O. Box 686, Jackson, Mississippi 39205.

Bidders are hereby notifi ed that any proposal accompanied by letters qualifying in any manner the condition under 

which the proposal is tendered will be considered an irregular bid and such proposal will not be considered in making 

the award.

Tony Greer, President

Hinds County Board of Supervisors

Eddie Jean Carr

Chancery Clerk

By:  Greta Lovell, D.C.

Solar Business Code.
This code lays out best
practices and ethical
standards for solar com-
panies. 

If you’re considering
solar, Hood advises the
following:

» Comparison shop
with several solar com-
panies to make sure you
are getting the best deal.
Obtaining a written esti-
mate from at least two
companies will allow you
to compare the cost and
installation of the same
size system between two
companies. Be sure to
request that major com-
ponents are itemized. 

» Inquire about tax

credits. Consult with a
tax expert to verify your
tax credit eligibility and
calculate the correct
figures before you enter
into a purchase agree-
ment with the solar com-
pany. Beware of guaran-
tees that 50 percent or
more of the cost of the
solar system is covered
by tax credits. In order to
receive tax credits, you
must have taxable in-
come. Often, retirees or
young families do not
have enough taxable
income to fully realize
the tax benefits. 

» Be more skeptical of
installers that promise no
out-of-pocket costs prior
to even reviewing your
specific situation.

» Net-metering prom-
ises: Beware of promises
that your utility company
will be issuing you a

check every month for
the electricity that you
provide to the local util-
ity grid. Ask what will
happen if the solar com-
pany promises a certain
percentage of savings
from your utility bill and
the amount of savings is
not achieved. 

» Leasing issues: Solar
panel leasing is adver-
tised as a way to obtain a
solar system without
having to put any money
down; yet, the consumer
should be aware that he
or she is still responsible
for the lease costs.

Finally, check with
your local government
before entering into a
contract. Local ordinanc-
es, codes and neighbor-
hood association rules
may restrict or prohibit
your ability to install the
system in the first place. 

For more information,
the Solar Energy Indus-
try Association has re-
sources available at
http://bit.ly/1BejJSy or
http://bit.ly/1GRghdM. If
you believe you’ve been
defrauded, contact the
Consumer Protection
Division of the attorney
general’s office at 1-800-
281-4418, or file a com-
plaint at www.agjimhood.
com.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@ gmail.
com.

Moak
Continued from Page 1C

Beverly Corder knows what it’s like
to keep six children clothed, and that’s
why she decided to to help others do the
same thing.

She opened Trendy Treasures, a
consignment shop that features gently
used clothes for infants, children,
teens, women (plus sizes and materni-
ty) and men, on Oct. 1 at 587 U.S. 51
North, Suite T, in Ridgeland. The store
is located in Oak Place shopping center.

“If someone is looking for clothing
for their entire family, we have lots of
options,” she said. “They can shop here
for everyone since we carry clothing
for men, women and children.” 

Trendy Treasures is a new addition
to the U.S. 51 North stretch of consign-
ment shops that includes Repeat Street
(242 U.S. 51 North), Palladian Consign
and Design (637 U.S. 51 North), Private
Collection (101A Village Blvd., Madi-
son) and Leap Frog Children’s Consign-
ment and More (104 Village Blvd,, Mad-
ison).

Many customers are looking for
quality clothing, name brands and price
tags nowhere near full retail price,
Corder said.

“Teenagers come in looking for
jeans or Patagonia brand jackets,” she
said. “Older ladies come in looking for
themselves or perhaps for their grand-
children.” 

Deals can be found, she said, giving
as an example a Patagonia brand jacket
that sells for as much as $179 when new
can be purchased for $35-$50 at Trendy
Treasures. Jacket prices vary accord-
ing to styles, she said.

Costume jewelry, vintage jewelry,
handbags, walls, scarves, hats and
shoes for children, women and men are
another reason to shop at Trendy Trea-
sures. So are some boutique items that
are new but carry a reduced manu-
facturer’s suggested retail price, she
said. 

Miss Me jeans, Maltida Jane, Ralph
Lauren and Polo are some of the most
popular brands the store sells, she said. 

Clothes, accessories and shoes may
be consigned from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday and by appoint-
ment. Clothes should be clean, free of
stains and tears and in good condition,

Corder said. Clothing purchased at
Target or Wal-Mart is not accepted for
consignment because it’s difficult to
make a profit on clothing that is in-
expensively priced to begin with, she
said.

Clothes are consigned for 60 days,
and a customer receives half of what an
item sells for, she said. Clothes that do
not sell are donated to MadCAPP (Mad-
ison Countians Allied Against Poverty)
or Pat Bruce Ministries in Madison
County, she said.

Corder, a first-time business owner,
taught herself to use software designed
especially for a consignment store.
“The lady who works for me full time
has done this before and has been a big
help,” she said.

The mother of six children ranging
from ages 6 to 22, Corder said details
for the store fell into place after her
youngest child started school this fall
and she “had a peace” about starting
the business.

“I went into it knowing that I didn’t
want it to interfere with my family,”
she said. “I’m able to leave and go pick
up my children from school and be at
home with them on Saturdays.”

Trendy Treasures is open from 9
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday. For more information, call (769)
300-0510.

Email nellfloyd@bellsouth.net.

Nell Luter
Floyd
RETAIL
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Trendy Treasures in Ridgeland features new and used items. 
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Beverly Corder owns Trendy Treasures in
Ridgeland. 

“If someone is looking

for clothing for their

entire family, we have

lots of options.”
BEVERLY CORDER
TRENDY TREASURES OWNER
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Recently opened Trendy Treasures is in the Oak Place shopping center in Ridgeland.

Trendy Treasures opens in Ridgeland
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