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Business
ISA TanTec to create
366 jobs in 5 years

Warren County has
bought a building for
German tannery compa-
ny ISA TanTec’s first
American tannery in
Mississippi. 

The company, which
has tanneries in Vietnam
and China, is investing
$10.1 million and plans to
hire 366 people over five
years. 

The company will
locate in the former Cal-
sonicKansei factory in
the Ceres Research &
Industrial Interplex in
eastern Warren County. 

County supervisors on
Thursday approved the
$1.5 million deal to buy
the building. 

ISA TanTec has set a
target date of Jan. 1 for
opening its factory. 

CalsonicKansei made
emissions equipment for
Nissan Motor Co. It
closed in 2007, laying off
or relocating 130 work-
ers. 

ISA TanTec sells leath-
er to shoe makers in-
cluding Timberland,
Wolverine, Deckers,
Clarks, Merrell, Sperry,
Rockport and New Bal-
ance. 

MDOC seeks new
deals at 4 prisons

The Mississippi De-
partment of Corrections
is seeking proposals
from private companies
to operate four of the
state’s private prisons. 

Commissioner Chris
Epps says the new con-
tracts will begin Dec. 1. 

Epps says he wants
more security staff hired
at Marshall County Cor-
rectional Facility, East
Mississippi Correctional
Facility, Walnut Grove
Correctional Facility and
Wilkinson County Cor-
rectional Facility. 

Epps says Utah-based
Management & Training
Corp., which has been
managing the private
prisons since 2012, is
invited to be among the
bidders. The company
says it intends to bid
again. 

The four privates are
owned by local authority
boards in their communi-
ties and collectively can
house about 5,000 in-
mates. 

What are keys to
global business?

Mississippi World
Trade Center is offering
a one-day seminar Sept.
17 covering key consider-
ations for doing business
globally. 

Professional trade
specialists and interna-
tional business providers
will provide practical
lessons and discuss reg-
ulations, logistics, re-
search, culture, financ-
ing and strategy. 

The seminar is 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the trade
center in the City Centre
Building, 200 S. Lamar
St., Jackson. Registration
is $75 for trade center
members and $95 for
others. Register online at
http://mswtc.member-
zone.com/events/details/
practical-lessons-for-
doing-global-busi-
ness-273. Or contact
Tracy Diez at (601) 353-
0909 or tdiez@mswtc.org. 

Jackson worker
wins walk count

A Scott Equipment
worker in Jackson has
walked 2,053,473 steps
since June 23.

That was the day Paul
Edwards and all other
Scott Equipment employ-
ees received pedometers
to track every step they
took. Through Aug. 4
they ended up walking
54,587,907 steps, equal-
ing more than 27,000
miles. But Edwards
walked the most. 

As part of Healthy
Lives, a wellness pro-
gram, employees were
encouraged to wear the
pedometers seven days a
week. 

— Staff, wire reports 

PORTFOLIO

The manufacturer of Pedi-
gree dog food has announced the
recall of some products sold in
Mississippi and three other
states.

Mars Petcare US has an-
nounced a voluntary recall of 22

bags of Pedigree Adult Com-
plete Nutrition dry dog food
products because of the possible
presence of a foreign material,
according to a news release
from the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

The bags were sold between
Aug. 18 and 25 at Dollar General
Stores in Vicksburg and Magno-
lia, as well as in other Dollar
General stores in Louisiana, Ar-
kansas and Tennessee.

The bags were produced in
one manufacturing facility and
shipped to one retail customer.

The facility production line has
been shut down until the issue is
resolved.

Affected bags may contain
small metal fragments, which
could have entered the packages
during the production process.
The foreign material is not em-
bedded in the food itself, but
may present a risk of injury if
consumed. 

“We encourage consumers
who have purchased the affect-
ed product to discard the food or
return it to the retailer for a full
refund or exchange,” according

to the FDA release.
To identify the 15-pound bags

of Pedigree Adult Complete Nu-
trition dry dog food, look for a lot
code printed on the back of the
bag near the UPC code that
reads 432C1KKM03 and a Best
Before date of 8/5/15. 

Pet owners who have ques-
tions about the recall should call
1-800-305-5206 or visit www.pe-
digree. com/update.

Bill Moak writes the Consumer Watch
blog for The Clarion-Ledger. Contact
him at moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Pedigree recall includes Miss. stores
Dog food sold at
Dollar General in
Vicksburg, Magnolia
Bill Moak
The Clarion-Ledger

MCCOMB — The city of
McComb is moving to annex
109 acres east of I-55 at the
soon-to-be location of an oil
worker housing facility and a
new industrial park.

Dozens of wells are being
drilled in the area. Tuscaloosa
Marine Shale formation is lo-
cated in southwest Mississippi
and central Louisiana. Experts
have said the formation could
hold 7 billion barrels of oil. 

The Board of Selectmen
voted 5-1 Tuesday to pursue
the annexation. A petition will
be filed in Chancery Court.

Mayor Whitney Rawlings
told the Enterprise-Journal
that 40 acres of property is be-
ing developed in the area for
the construction of a 535-unit
oil worker community known
as Shale Lodge. The city will
have 69 acres of property for
future development.

The site is part of the pro-
posed 240-acre Gateway In-
dustrial Park.

“This is an investment that
is key to long-term growth. It’s
our best option,” Rawlings
said.

CMS Consultants of Meta-
irie, Louisiana, is planning to
build a complex with dozens of
eight-bed modular housing
units, a cafeteria, laundry, rec-
reational facilities and other
amenities.

The city will borrow up to
$600,000 to assist Pike County
with the construction of a
gravity sewer line, force main,
10,000 feet of sewer line and
other infrastructure to extend
from the west lagoon pumping
station to a lift station that will
be built on the annexed proper-
ty.

The city will supply sewer
services to the camp while col-
lecting property and sales tax-
es, which are expected to pay
back the amount of the loan
over the next five years.

Rawlings said the city could
receive close to $246,000 a
year from the property in the
form of tax revenues.

MCCOMB PLANS ANNEXATION
ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP

Oil companies plan a
big increase in drilling
in southwest
Mississippi at sites like
Gillsburg in Amite
County. McComb
hopes to capitalize on
an expected oil boom
by building oil worker
housing and an
industrial park. 

Oil worker housing
facility cited
Associated Press

Johnnie Terry started a furni-
ture installation business in 1979
with $2 and a handful of Phillips
screwdrivers.

Today Terry’s Installation
and Delivery Services Inc. on
East Fortification Street in
Jackson has repeat business
from Jackson customers like
Primos and BlueCross &

BlueShield of
Mississippi and
national and re-
gional companies
like Staples and
Regions Bank.
He fields 15 to 20
installers most
days, all over the
Southeast, and
has four office

staff members. A fleet of 16
trucks and vans comes and goes.

The company’s annual reve-
nues run between $1.5 million
and $1.8 million, around
$600,000 of which goes to pay-
roll.

Terry’s focus on building a
reputation shaped the business
model for his company.

“We don’t use contracts,”
Terry said. “We do such a good
job that people keep coming
back. Let me put it this way: If
you can work 20 people year-
round, and they all average

more than 50
hours a week,
without a
contract,
you’ve built up
a reputation.”

Terry grew
up one of nine
children on a
farm near
Terry. By
ninth grade,
he was driving
a school bus
route. But by
10th grade,
he’d dropped

out of school.
Married and with his first

home mortgage at age 19, Terry
started to work as a furniture
installer for Mississippi Office
Supply Co. in 1955, saving $3.33
from every paycheck. Saving
became a lifelong habit. Terry
made more money waxing cars
and cutting lawns before and
after work than his job, so in
1968 when he asked for a dime
raise to $1.10 a hour and the
company came back a year later
with a 2-cent raise, he left and
went to work for Jatran.

But the office supply compa-
ny didn’t have an installer who
could do Terry’s quality work
and started calling him. Terry
freelanced installation jobs that
grew from a hospital in Tupelo

to 600 work stations and offices
for Southern Farm Bureau Life
Insurance in Jackson.

An offer to do the installation
at the Eastover Center in down-
town Jackson meant a two-year
commitment and leaving his job
at Jatran. That was in 1979, the
year he started his own compa-
ny.

Terry also gives back to his
community. A member of 100
Black Men of Jackson, he men-
tors two or three young men a
year, was honored nationally for
his efforts and counts as one of
his proudest moments when
three Lanier High School stu-
dents he mentored graduated
with honors after previously
having falling grades.

Here are some of Terry’s
reflections on his success:

Q: Did having a 10th-grade
education get in your way?

A: You compensate for what
you don’t learn in school. I can
give my secretary the answer to
a math question before she can
add figures the long way.
There’s always a short way to
get where you need to go. When
I’m mentoring kids, though, I
tell them not to think they’re
going to be like me if they don’t
get an education. They need to
stay in school and learn.

Q: What’s the key to running
a successful company?

A: Leadership. The owner of
a Memphis furniture company
was so fascinated with my peo-
ple that he offered me $100,000
to train his workers. I told him I
didn’t want to take his money. I
could train his people to be as
good as mine, but in six months
they’d be back to where they
started. Who the leader is makes
the difference.

Q: Tell me about your busi-
ness philosophy.

A: Always do what you prom-
ise is the main thing. If Fort Polk
calls and say our crew left a pen
drawer off the installation job,
I’ll send a guy back to Louisiana
to put it on. When I lie down at
night, I don’t have to worry that
I mistreated anybody.

Q: What was one of the hard-
est lessons you learned?

A: Five guys, including me,
bought State Mutual Savings &
Loan on Lynch Street in Jackson
over 20 years ago. I’d handle
your money like it’s mine, but
the bank was making loans to
people who weren’t qualified. I
got off the bank board and sold
my stock at a loss.

Excerpt from “Mississippi
Entrepreneurs” by Polly Dement.

Published by Cat Island Books,
distributed by University Press of

Mississippi.

Terry started firm with $2 and screwdrivers

Johnnie Terry
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This is the eighth
in a weekly
series of excerpts
from “Mississippi
Entrepreneurs”
by Polly Dement.


