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St. Jude Dream Home® Giveaway

Proceeds benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® in Memphis, TN. Giveaway 
conducted by ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. ©2013 ALSAC/St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital (13753) (JAMS14-AD-1)

Built by Deep South Custom Homes in the 
Latter Rayne subdivision in Flowood.

GET YOUR 
TICKET NOW!
GIVEAWAY DATE: 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

TICKETS ON SALE PRIZE:
Reserve your ticket(s) by July 4, 
2014 to be eligible to win $1,000 in 
gasoline, courtesy of Butler Snow!
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BUSINESS

Butler Snow

» John H. Dollarhide,
a member of the law
firm’s Commercial Liti-
gation Group, has been
awarded the Outstanding
Service Award by the
Jackson Young Lawyers
association for his work
with the organization’s
signature athletic and
fundraising events. Dol-
larhide has an under-
graduate degree in psy-
chology from Mississippi
State University a law
degree from Mississippi
College. 

Camgian
Microsystems 

» Ravi Raju has joined
the information systems
provider as chief mar-
keting officer and gener-
al manager of commer-
cial programs. During
his more than 20-year
career, he has built and
led marketing and tech-
nology teams for mul-
tiple high-technology
companies. He previ-
ously was at Itron, where
he led strategic solution
marketing initiatives for
its IoT-based Smart Grid
solutions globally. Raju
was a senior vice presi-
dent for SmartSynch
prior to its acquisition by
Itron and has also been
chief technology officer
for 121Micro, vice presi-
dent of technology for
Vention and a senior
management consultant

for Computer Sciences
Corp. 

East Miss. CC

» David Case has been
selected vice president
for institutional research
and effectiveness at East
Central Community Col-
lege in Decatur. Case
previously was director
of monitoring at the Mis-
sissippi Community Col-
lege Board in Jackson.
Case has more than 21
years of experience in
higher education, in-
cluding 18 years at
ECCC, where he first
served as director of
technology management
and later as dean of ad-
missions, records and
research. He has a bach-
elor’s degree in engineer-
ing from the University
of Mississippi and a mas-

ter of business admini-
stration degree from
Millsaps College. He has
completed additional
coursework toward a
doctorate in manage-
ment science at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. 

Haddox Reid Eubank
Betts 

» Colton Wages re-
cently joined the audit
division of the CPA firm.
He has a master of pro-
fessional accountancy
degree from Mississippi
State University. 

Hancock Bank

» Owen H. Munton of
Hattiesburg is the bank’s
new mortgage produc-
tion manager for Mis-
sissippi. The Hattiesburg
native has 12 years’ pre-
vious mortgage lending
experience. He is based
at Hancock’s new Oak
Grove branch. Munton
has a bachelor of busi-
ness administration de-
gree from Mississippi
State University and is
enrolled in the Graduate
School of Banking at
Louisiana State Univer-

sity. 

Holcomb Dunbar 

» Doug Hollowell has
joined the law firm’s
criminal defense team
and will concentrate his
practice on providing
DUI and general crimi-
nal defense representa-
tion to the Oxford and
University of Mississippi
community. He previ-
ously practiced law in
Southaven and also
served as an intern for
the Lafayette County
district attorney’s office.
Hollowell is a graduate
of the University of Mi-
ami’s School of Law in
Coral Gables, Florida,
and has a bachelor’s
from the University of
Mississippi. 

MDOT

» Ben Cohen of Clin-
ton has been named di-
rector of the Information
Systems Division of the
Mississippi Department
of Transportation. Cohen,
a Clinton native, previ-
ously was a systems
manager for MDOT, and
has been with the state

agency since 2001. He
has a bachelor’s degree
in computer science
from the University of
Southern Mississippi and
a master’s degree in
computer science from
Mississippi College. 

Ogletree, Deakins,
Nash, Smoak &
Stewart 

» Herbert C. Ehrhardt
and Timothy W. Lindsay,
shareholders in the law
firm’s Jackson office,
have been included in
the 2014 edition of Cham-
bers USA. 

Pickering Firm 

» Joshua Brown has
joined the firm’s Flowood
office as a senior natural
resources scientist. He
has a bachelor’s degree
in fisheries science and
aquaculture from Mis-
sissippi State University.

» Phil Hunt has joined
the firm’s Pearl office as
a senior construction
inspector. He is a native
of Pearl and has a bache-
lor’s degree in building
construction and archi-

tectural construction
technology from the
University of Southern
Mississippi. He recently
retired as the Operations
and Maintenance Divi-
sion director at Pearl
River Valley Water Sup-
ply District and has
more than 30 years of
public service experi-
ence with the state of
Mississippi, including
the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Public Relations
Society of America

» Mary Cracchiolo
Spain, regional public
relations director of
MGM Resorts Interna-
tional’s Mississippi Oper-
ations, has been chosen
to chair the board for the
organization’s Travel and
Tourism Section. She
oversees professional
development, member-
ship recruitment and
communications and
chairs the annual PRSA
Travel and Tourism Con-
ference. Cracchiolo
Spain was first elected to
the board in 2007 and has
served on its executive
committee since 2012. 
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Fellow baby boomers,
you’ll likely agree with
me that riding in a vehi-
cle was a lot simpler
when we were growing
up. We would get in the
car and start the engine
with a key. If we wanted
to listen to music, there
was the trusty AM radio,
with its simple dial. 

Seat belts (if they

were present at all) were
probably pushed down
behind the seat cushions.
The ride was solid and
generally comfortable,
although those vinyl
seats would burn when
we sat on them in the heat
of a Mississippi summer.
If we got hot, we’d roll
down the window with a
crank.

All in all, it was a much
simpler time for car
buyers. The car was a
way to get from point “A”
to point “B.” 

Today’s car shoppers
view the automobile as
more than simple trans-
port; it’s an extension of
the home. Cars today are
lighter, less powerful,
less thirsty and generally
safe. Increasingly, cars
are making decisions
which were once the
exclusive province of the

human driver. Vehicles
can now park them-
selves, prevent a colli-
sion, warn you if you’re
falling asleep, and find
the best route for you. 

Recently, Kelley Blue
Book conducted a survey
to find out what features
new car buyers are now
expecting in their vehi-
cles. Manufacturers pay
attention to these sur-
veys; they help drive
what’s offered in future
model years. It’s no sur-

prise that they’re all
technological features,
although several are
safety features as well. 

Topping the list: USB
and auxiliary ports, con-
sidered a “must have” by
43 percent. These ports
allow users of smart-
phone and other devices
to plug in their devices
for charging and inter-
action. 

Second are better
vehicle diagnostics (40
percent), which keep
track of all the car’s vital
statistics.

Among the other
“must haves”:

» Back-up and blind-
spot cameras. These are
scheduled to be required
standard equipment on
all vehicles in 2016.

» Bluetooth. This is
not only an entertain-
ment feature but can be
an important safety fea-
ture for speech-to-text
technology.

» Premium sound.
» Stolen vehicle recov-

ery or immobilization.
» Collision sensors,

which can signal for help.
Vehicle technology is

evolving faster and fast-
er, and those changes are
changing the nature of
personal transport. It’s
likely that in 30 years or
so, the most high-tech
cars of today will seem as
quaint as riding in your
dad’s land yacht seems to
today’s teenagers.

Bill Moak writes the Consumer
Watch blog for The Clarion-
Ledger. Contact him at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.
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