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Business
Mississippi airports
get federal funding

U.S. Sen. Thad Coch-
ran said 35 Mississippi
airport facilities will
benefit from more than
$10 million in federal
Airport Improvement
Program grants awarded
today by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation.

AIP grants awarded to
Mississippi in recent
weeks will be used to
support infrastructure
development projects
that will improve opera-
tional safety and effi-
ciency at local airport
facilities.

Funding for the grants
is drawn from the Airport
and Airway Trust Fund.

The grants cover 75
percent of eligible costs
for large and medium
primary hub airports,
while small primary,
reliever and general
aviation airports are
granted 90-95 percent of
eligible costs, based on
statutory requirements.

Corinth won’t stop
brown bagging

Corinth aldermen
have rejected a proposed
prohibition on the brown
bagging of alcohol at all
bars in the city.

The Daily Corinthian
reports the board of al-
dermen voted 5-1 against
the proposal this week.

The discussion on
whether brown bagging
should continue to be
legal in restaurants that
do not hold a license from
the state came down to
issues of fairness and
enforcement.

Establishments li-
censed for the legal sale
of alcoholic beverages
can’t allow brown bag-
ging.

City officials say in
those establishments
where brown bagging is
legal, it is only for liquor
and wine. 

The city’s own re-
strictions prohibit the
brown bagging of beer
and light wine in any
establishment.

Alderman Andrew
“Bubba” Labas cast the
only yes vote. He says the
ban would create a level
playing field.

SBA, AARP team for
summer mentoring 

The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration and
AARP are partnering to
host “Summer of Encore
Mentoring” educational
events for older Amer-
icans who want to start or
expand small businesses.
These local events will
take place during the
months of June, July and
August.

Building on the suc-
cess of Mentor Months in
April 2013 and April 2014,
the SBA and AARP are
hosting a series of events
across the country to
match encore entrepre-
neurs with mentors, busi-
ness owners and commu-
nity leaders who have
small business experi-
ence and can provide
advice, expertise and
technical assistance.

Airbus Helicopters
names new leader 

Airbus Helicopters
Inc. has named Robert
Boman as director and
site manager for the
company’s Columbus
helicopter assembly
plant and operations.

The Grand Prairie,
Texas, company says in a
news release that Boman
is responsible for man-
agement and administra-
tion of the Columbus
facility, including compli-
ance with the Federal
Aviation Administration
and Defense Contract
Management Agency
regulatory agencies.

He will also coordinate
with senior Airbus Heli-
copters Inc. leaders for
military and commercial
aircraft programs, qual-
ity, flight operations,
finance and human re-
sources.

—Staff, wire reports

PORTFOLIO

GULFPORT — Early catches
are showing small to medium
shrimp coming in on trawls in
Mississippi.

“We communicated with sev-
eral boats that reported decent
catches of 40-50/50-60-count
brown shrimp between Deer
and Horn islands,” said Rick
Burris, director of the Shrimp
and Crab Bureau of the Missis-
sippi Department of Marine Re-
sources.

“We also had reports of 50-60s
(small) and even some 36-40s
(medium) west of the Gulfport
Ship Channel,” Burris said
Wednesday.

According to local media re-
ports, an aerial survey showed
310 shrimp vessels working in
Mississippi waters Wednesday.

The heaviest concentrations
were 42 boats east of Deer Is-

land, 25 south of Deer Island, 41
south of the Broadwater, 36
northeast of Horn Island and 28
southwest of Long Beach.

But prices aren’t good.
“The unfortunate side for

these guys is the large volume of
shrimp already on the market is
driving the price of our Missis-
sippi shrimp way down,” Burris
said.

Shrimpers said last year im-
ports were dramatically down
because of a disease issue. As a
result, local shrimpers received
higher prices.

This season, imports are back
up and prices are back down.

Chris Cox is among the
shrimpers selling their catch
right off the boat this year. 

He would drop his catch at
the factory, but prices are sim-
ply too low, and imports are at
least partly to blame.

“I feel like they drive our
prices down,” said Cox, “be-
cause they’re able to get ’em so
much cheaper.”

This 20-year shrimping vet-

eran says fresh-caught Gulf
shrimp are best, and supporting
local fishermen keeps that mon-
ey circulating locally.

“They’re caught right here at
home. The money is staying
right here at home. It’s going to
places like Miss Linda’s up there
and that kind of stuff. Keeps it
all local. Try to help the econo-
my,” said Cox.

“This year alone, we’ve seen
imports increase 9 percent over
last year. In the month of April,
imports increased 18 percent
over April of last year. So,
they’re on their way back up,
and we’re seeing declining
shrimp prices today,” said Dr.
David Veal, who directs the Bi-
loxi-based American Shrimp
Processors Association.

Veal’s group supports legisla-
tion to create a level playing
field.

Much of the imported shrimp
comes from countries that grant
subsidies to shrimp farmers,
creating an unfair advantage
when it comes to cost. But,

there’s more at stake with the
need for federal trade oversight.

“We have a very limited abil-
ity to police antibiotics used in
other countries or processing
technologies that are used or not
used. Or sanitation in products.
Those things end up on the
American shelf, and that’s sim-
ply not good for us,” said Veal.

Of all the shrimp consumed in
America each year, 92 percent
of it is imported product. Of
course, residents of the Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast enjoy a great
advantage. 

They can buy shrimp directly
from the fishermen and know
exactly where it came from.

“If you buy retail product,
look on that package and see
where it’s from. You have a voice
in it,” said Veal.

At the dock in Biloxi, shrimp
were selling Wednesday for $2
to $5 a pound, depending on the
count.
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Of all the shrimp consumed in America each year, 92 percent of it is imported product. Of course, residents of the Mississippi Gulf Coast enjoy a great
advantage. They can buy shrimp directly from the fishermen and know exactly where it came from.

Shrimp season opens
with ‘decent catches’ 

High volume
means low prices
Associated Press

You may have been follow-
ing the saga of actor Johnny
Depp’s dogs and their harrow-
ing escape from Australia. For
those unfamiliar with the story,
Depp and his wife Amber
Heard took their two Yorkshire
Terriers Boo Radley and Pistol
to Australia on a private jet
back in April. However, no one
declared the canines to Aus-
tralian customs officials, there-
by breaking Australian cus-
toms law. After seeing photos
of the Yorkies on Facebook,
authorities threatened to slap
the Pirates of the Caribbean
actor with hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars’ worth of fines
and a possible prison term. 

Most disturbingly to animal
lovers, Australia’s agriculture
minister Barnaby Joyce dis-
cussed having the dogs killed if
they didn’t leave the country
post-haste. Since then, the pups
have been spirited out of the
country (just barely before the
deadline had passed), but Depp
must still deal with the issues
raised by taking the dogs into
Australia to begin with. That
could include $340,000 in fines
and up to 10 years’ jail time. 

As this saga demonstrates,
traveling with your pets can
complicate your trip. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, more than two
million pets and other live ani-
mals are transported by plane
every year in the U.S. Many
hotels and travel destinations
are becoming more pet-friend-
ly, but getting them there in the
first place can be complicated.

Increasingly, Americans are
taking their pets with them as
they travel internationally, too.

But travelers sometimes forget
to check to ensure their pet is
welcome. Due to diseases and
pests, animal importation is
taken very seriously across the
globe. And although some con-
sider Australia’s reaction ex-
treme, in many countries the
response to violation of impor-
tation laws would likely be
swift and severe, and likely
wouldn’t have a happy ending
for the pets (or their owners). 

Here in the U.S., animal
plane transport is generally
covered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection
Service. Here are some rules
you need to know if you plan to
take your pet on a commercial
airline

» Dogs and cats must be at
least 8 weeks old and must have
been weaned for at least five
days. 

» Cages and other shipping
containers must meet the mini-
mum standard for size, ventila-
tion, strength, sanitation and
design for safe handling. (Sky
kennels furnished by the air-
lines meet these requirements.)

» Dogs and cats must not be
brought to the airline for ship-
ping more than four hours be-
fore departure. (Six hours is

permitted if shipping arrange-
ments are made in advance.)

» If puppies or kittens less
than 16 weeks of age are in
transit more than 12 hours, food
and water must be provided.

» Older animals must have
food at least every 24 hours and
water at least every 12 hours.
Written instructions for food
and water must accompany all
animals shipped regardless of
the scheduled time in transit.

» Animals may not be ex-
posed to temperatures less than
45 degrees Fahrenheit unless
they are accompanied by a
certificate signed by a veteri-
narian stating that they are
acclimated to lower temper-
atures.

» Animals cannot be shipped
COD unless the shipper guaran-
tees the return freight should
the animals be refused at desti-
nation.

Airlines have their own dif-
fering rules about pet travel.
Most airlines charge a hefty fee
for taking your pet along
(Southwest charges $95 each
way). Depending on the airline,
you may be able to “carry-on”
your pet, but may have to ship
your animal as cargo. Many
airlines require you provide a
certificate from your veterinar-
ian that Fido or Fluffy is in
good health. Delta requires you
have a vet sign a health certif-
icate no more than 10 days
before your trip. (These rules
might not apply in the case of
service animals, such as guide
dogs for the blind.) 

If you do carry-on a pet car-
rier, make sure it’s approved.
Generally, it must fit under the
seat in front of you, and the

door must latch securely. Most
airlines will make you keep the
pet in the carrier the entire
time. Keep in mind pet carriers
are subject to inspection by
TSA agents, so make sure they
are empty of anything but Fido
and his essentials. And, since
airport and airline officials
frown on having animals run-
ning through their planes and
airports, carry a leash. 

If you’re planning to take
your pet into another country
(or Hawaii), plan well ahead.
Do your homework on whether
your pet is allowed, and under
what conditions. And plan to
adhere to those regulations;
some countries will make you
quarantine your pet. Even
though Hawaii is a U.S. state,
it’s considered “rabies-free”
and has a strict quarantine
policy. Pets generally are sub-
ject to an expensive 120-day
quarantine, but your pet might
qualify for a “5-day-or-less”
program. (Visit hdoa.hawaii-
.gov for more information.)

While many people think
pets should be sedated before
traveling, check with your vet
to get his or her advice. Ex-
perts advise against giving
your pet any solid food for six
hours before flying, but exer-
cise and water are a good idea.
And if your pet is traveling in
the cargo hold, be sure to ad-
vise the flight attendant. 

Your pet is counting on you
to consider his or her needs.
Travel is stressful; a little plan-
ning can help you avoid prob-
lems later.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Tips to know when flying with your pet

BILL MOAK


