
The Clarion-Ledger 05/24/2014 Page : A001

June 2, 2014 5:08 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


A few years ago,
someone gave me a tie
as a present. The tie was
covered with small Unit-
ed States flags. Feeling
particularly patriotic
one day, I wore it to
work. In the elevator,
someone looked at me
and said, “You know
that’s not allowed,
right?” He went on to
explain that the law
states the flag is not to
be used on clothing. I
looked up the law, and
he was correct.

Some people have
very strong opinions
about the use of the flag
in various situations, and
spirited debates often
arise as to what’s “prop-
er.” There are indeed
laws (known as the Flag
Code) about how and
when to display the flag.
There are also executive

orders that lay out spe-
cifics on flag display.
These laws are gener-
ally considered “ad-
visory” and don’t pre-
scribe punishment for
violating them. But I’ve
always thought every
American should be
proud of the flag, dis-
play it with honor, pro-
tect it from harm and
even destroy it with
dignity when it becomes
soiled or tattered. In a
nutshell, the Flag Code

simply states, “No disre-
spect should be shown to
the flag of the United
States of America.”

The Congressional
Research Service put
together a report for
Congress a few years
ago, summarizing flag
usage. There is a lot of
good information there,
about everything from
the rules below to the
national anthem. Here
are a few of the main
points of flag display,
from the Flag Code and
other sources:

» The flag should
never touch anything
beneath it, such as the
ground, the floor, water
or merchandise.

» The flag should
never be used as wear-
ing apparel (such as my
tie), bedding or drapery.
It should never be fes-

tooned, drawn back, nor
up, in folds, but always
allowed to fall free.

» No part of the flag
should ever be used as a
costume or athletic uni-
form. (um, Rocky?)

» The flag should
never be used as a re-
ceptacle for receiving,
holding, carrying or
delivering anything. (No
paper cups or bowls.)

» The flag should
never be carried flat or
horizontally, but always
aloft and free.

» The flag should not
be draped over the hood,
top, sides or back of a
vehicle or of a train or a
boat.

» The flag should be
flown sunrise to sunset
but can be flown at night
if properly illuminated.
(There are a few places
where the flag is autho-

rized to be flown around
the clock, such as at the
Fort McHenry National
Monument in Baltimore,
the Iwo Jima Memorial
and others.)

» The flag shouldn’t
be flown in inclement
weather, except “all-
weather” flags.

» The flag is not to be
used in advertising.

» The flag is not
“dipped” to anyone or
anything and should
always be placed above
flags of states and or-
ganizations. (There is
one exception. During
church services con-
ducted by naval chap-
lains at sea, the church
pennant may be flown
above the U.S. flag.)
When flown with flags
of other nations (such as

Flag ultimately ours to respect and protect

BILL MOAK

See MOAK, Page 12A
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Business
Gulf LNG wants 
to add capabilities

Gulf LNG Liquefac-
tion Co. is compiling data
for an application to the
Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission to add
liquefaction and export
capabilities to its $1 bil-
lion liquefied natural gas
storage terminal in Pas-
cagoula. 

The company intends
to file its full application
to FERC in April 2015. 

If the company gets
permission to export
LNG to non-free trade
agreement countries, it
would result in an $8
billion investment to the
Pascagoula facility, Rich-
ard Wheatley, a spokes-
man for Kinder Morgan,
said. 

Defective chairs
cause injuries

Office Depot is recall-
ing about 1.4 million Gib-
son Leather Task Chairs
following 153 reports of
the seat plate weld crack-
ing or breaking, 25 of
which resulted in contu-
sions, abrasions and re-
ports of injuries to the
head, neck and a frac-
tured back and hip that
required medical atten-
tion. 

The affected chairs
were made in China and
sold at Office Depot re-
tail stores and online
from 2003 through 2012. 

For more information,
call Office Depot at 1-
866-403-3763 or visit
www.officedepot.com
and select Recall Notices
under “Customer Ser-
vice.” 

$6.3M in disaster
loans approved

The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration has
approved more than $6.3
million in disaster assis-
tance loans for residents
in Mississippi affected
by the severe storms,
tornadoes and flooding
from April 28 through
May 3. 

Homeowners, renters,
businesses and nonprofit
organizations in Mis-
sissippi still may submit
a physical disaster loan
application by June 30.

The disaster declara-
tion covers the counties
of Itawamba, Jones,
Leake, Lee, Lowndes,
Madison, Montgomery,
Rankin, Simpson, War-
ren, Wayne and Winston
in Mississippi for phys-
ical and economic injury
disaster loans from the
SBA. Small businesses
and most private non-
profit organizations in
the following adjacent
counties are eligible to
apply for SBA Economic
Injury Disaster Loans:
Attala, Carroll, Chicka-
saw, Choctaw, Claiborne,
Clarke, Clay, Copiah,
Covington, Forrest,
Greene, Grenada, Hinds,
Holmes, Issaquena, Jas-
per, Jefferson Davis,
Kemper, Lawrence, Mon-
roe, Neshoba, Newton,
Noxubee, Oktibbeha,
Perry, Pontotoc, Prentiss,
Scott, Smith, Tishomingo,
Union, Webster and Yaz-
oo. 

To register, call 1-800-
621-FEMA (3362), (TTY)
1-800-462-7585. 

Wal-Mart Express
opening in Miss.

Wal-Mart Stores Inc.
will open a Walmart Ex-
press on Mississippi 363
in Mantachie. 

The Board of Alder-
men have approved the
site plans. 

Wal-Mart unveiled its
first Walmart Express in
2011 in Arkansas. The
11,879-square-foot store
is much smaller than the
Wal-Mart superstore. It
aims to carry everything
you might need on the
spur of the moment,
from milk and eggs to
DVDs. 

Construction is to
begin later this summer.
The store should be open
by the end of the year.

— Staff, wire reports

PORTFOLIO

Emmerson Daily
wanted to show students
how to build a successful
company while remain-
ing spiritually grounded.

So, the founder of Dai-
ly Equipment Corp.
joined four other area
business leaders this
spring in mentoring stu-
dents at Belhaven Univer-

sity as an Executive in
Residence.

Bolstered by their suc-
cess, the private Chris-
tian university has decid-
ed to launch a second edi-
tion in the 2014-15 school
year. 

Daily for years lived
across the street from
Belhaven’s campus, and
his wife has donated mon-
ey to the school for schol-
arships, so he was eager
to participate. He fol-
lowed up his campus visit
by hosting a group of Bel-
haven business students
at the company he found-
ed and built before selling
it in 2012.

He said the students
“showed sincere inter-
est” and had “a strong de-
sire to learn” the ins and
outs of the business
world.

The five executives
visited the Belhaven cam-
pus and spent a few hours
mentoring business stu-
dents about how they
built their companies and
shared tips for starting
and nurturing businesses.

But an equally impor-
tant emphasis was to
show students that the ex-
ecutives, even when mak-
ing tough decisions, kept
the principles of Jesus
Christ at the forefront as

they conducted them-
selves in a business world
often perceived as having
cutthroat inner workings,
says Jeff Rickels, assis-
tant to school President
Roger Parrott.

“We knew they were
successful in what they
do, but we also knew
Christ was important to
them,” he said. “It was a
phenomenal success.
This was a year-long ef-
fort and coordination.”

In addition to Daily, the
executives that took part
were Sam Lane, a senior
vice president of First
Commercial Bank; Mer-
cury Investment Man-

agement chairman/CEO
Earl Blankenship; Melan-
ie Dowell, a senior vice
president of Morgan
Stanley; and Ergon chief
operating officer Lee
Lampton.

The five — Blanken-
ship is based in Memphis,
the others in Jackson —
may return for the second
installment.

The mentoring was
capped by Lane and Blan-
kenship serving as guest
judges in the university’s
annual Belhaven Busi-
ness Plan Competition, in
which student teams give 

Belhaven renews residency
Executives
mentor
students
By Jeff Ayres
The Clarion-Ledger

See BELHAVEN, Page 12A
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AT&T’S VISION AT&T’S VISION 

N
EW YORK — AT&T’s self-pro-
claimed network of the future
has a truly geeky name: User-
Defined Network Cloud. But
AT&T claims such a network,

along with other innovative technologies on
display in Manhattan at a recent company
event, have the potential anyway to help
consumers gain the upper hand when it
comes to tracking missing suitcases or safe-
guarding personal information out in pub-
lic. What might the not-too-distant future
look like?

Tracking lost luggage

You’re at the airport carousel waiting for
your checked luggage. Uh-oh. A text arrives
telling you that your luggage didn’t. The bag
is thousands of miles away at the wrong air-
port. Through a tracking app on your phone
you can contact the airline directly and ar-

Network has futuristic
ideas to make life easier
By Edward C. Baig / USA TODAY

See AT&T, Page 12A
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at the United Nations),
the flags should be of
equal size and flown at
the same height.

» When the flag is
torn, tattered, stained or
frayed, it should be “re-
tired” with dignity, pref-
erably by burning.
(Burning of flags in pro-
test is a hot-button issue
for many — me included
— but this is referring
just to retiring old flags,
not protests.) If you have
an old flag that needs
retiring, seek out a local
Scout unit or American
Legion post.

Ultimately, the flag is
ours. It’s our responsibil-
ity to protect it and — by
honoring it — to show
respect to those who
have died for the country
it represents.

Bill Moak writes the Consumer
Watch blog for The
Clarion-Ledger. Contact him at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 11A

12A » SATURDAY, MAY 24, 2014 » CLARIONLEDGER.COM » THE CLARION-LEDGER

DOW

16,606.27
+63.19NASDAQ

4,185.81
+31.47S&P 500

1,900.53
+8.04 30-YR T-BONDS

3.40%
-.03 CRUDE OIL

$104.35
+.61 GOLD

$1,291.60
-3.306-MO T-BILLS

.04%
-.01pp ppqq qq qqqqpp pp EURO

$1.3632
-.0021

1,700

1,750

1,800

1,850

1,900

1,950

MD J F M A

1,840

1,880

1,920 S&P 500
Close: 1,900.53
Change: 8.04 (0.4%)

10 DAYS

15,200

15,600

16,000

16,400

16,800

MD J F M A

16,320

16,540

16,760 Dow Jones industrials
Close: 16,606.27
Change: 63.19 (0.4%)

10 DAYS

Advanced 2101

Declined 990

New Highs 120

New Lows 11

Vol. (in mil.) 2,365

Pvs. Volume 2,680

1,504

1,766

1927

667

54

35

NYSE      NASD

DOW 16613.07 16544.49 16606.27 +63.19 +0.38% +0.18%

DOW Trans. 7995.39 7926.14 7986.58 +63.16 +0.80% +7.92%

DOW Util. 536.52 533.88 534.02 -1.18 -0.22% +8.86%

NYSE Comp. 10685.98 10646.57 10681.87 +37.35 +0.35% +2.71%

NASDAQ 4186.58 4148.30 4185.81 +31.47 +0.76% +0.22%

S&P 500 1901.26 1893.32 1900.53 +8.04 +0.42% +2.82%

S&P 400 1370.34 1359.86 1369.66 +9.18 +0.67% +2.02%

Wilshire 5000 20130.46 20024.77 20123.50 +98.73 +0.49% +2.12%

Russell 2000 1126.20 1113.75 1126.19 +12.32 +1.11% -3.22%
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Gap is off to a disappointing start but has reiterated its 
full-year profit outlook.

The apparel retailer’s business in the first quarter was 
hurt by heavy discounting to bring in customers 
who stayed away during harsh winter weather.

Gap earned $260 million, or 58 cents per 
share, in the three-month period ended 
May 3. That compares with $333 million, 
or 71 cents per share, in the year-ago period. 
The year-ago results benefited by 4 cents per 

share from the favorable resolution of tax matters. The 
company said that currency fluctuations reduced 
first-quarter 2014 per-share results by about five 

percentage points. 
Gap’s hiccup in the quarter underscore 

the challenges it faces in keeping the 
momentum since a turnaround began in 

early 2012. It still expects annual earnings 
per share of $2.90 to $2.95. Analysts had 

expected $2.94 per share.
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AT&T Inc T 31.747 37.44 35.32 -.06 -0.2 +0.5 +1.6 11 5.2

Apache Corp APA 75.078 94.84 90.18 -.16 -0.2 +4.9 +9.4 21 1.1

ATMOS Energy ATO 38.009 53.02 50.33 -.09 -0.2 +10.8 +18.2 18 2.9

BancorpSouth BXS 16.307 26.24 23.10 +.17 +0.7 -9.1 +31.5 22 .9

Baxter Intl BAX 62.809 75.88 74.57 +.03 ... +7.2 +5.8 20 2.8

Cal-Maine Foods Inc CALM 43.600 69.98 68.46 +.56 +0.8 +13.7 +57.4 22 1.5

Callon Petrol CPE 3.190 10.77 10.19 -.26 -2.5 +56.0 +183.2 dd ...

Cardinal Health CAH 45.598 74.40 68.54 +.76 +1.1 +2.6 +45.0 63 2.0

Caterpillar Inc CAT 80.869 108.21 104.03 +.95 +0.9 +14.6 +20.3 18 2.3

CenturyLink Inc CTL 27.930 38.21 37.28 +.13 +0.3 +17.0 +6.2 dd 5.8

Chevron Corp CVX 109.278 127.83 123.37 -.26 -0.2 -1.2 +2.2 12 3.5

Citizens Holding CIZN 17.504 20.67 18.47 -.81 -4.2 -0.7 +5.8 12 4.8

Comcast Corp A CMCSA 38.758 55.28 51.97 +.27 +0.5 ... +25.7 19 1.7

Denbury Res DNR 15.563 19.65 16.71 -.16 -0.9 +1.7 -9.5 16 1.5

DuPont DD 52.020 68.82 68.10 +.59 +0.9 +4.8 +24.7 22 2.6

Duke Energy DUK 64.166 75.13 70.28 -.27 -0.4 +1.8 +5.0 17 4.4

Eastgroup Prop EGP 52.477 66.99 62.44 +.77 +1.2 +7.8 -0.7 57 3.5

Entergy ETR 60.220 75.29 74.06 +.02 ... +17.1 +12.0 14 4.5

FedEx Corp FDX 94.600 144.39 141.50 +2.17 +1.6 -1.6 +40.4 27 .4

First Bncshs Miss. FBMS 11.556 16.60 14.40 +.18 +1.3 +2.7 +14.5 16 1.0

Freds Inc FRED 14.773 21.05 16.57 +.22 +1.3 -10.3 +10.3 23 1.4

Gannett Co GCI 19.728 30.43 28.03 +.30 +1.1 -5.2 +34.9 18 2.9

GenCorp GY 13.409 19.69 18.86 +.26 +1.4 +4.7 +36.1 9 ...

Gen Electric GE 22.768 28.09 26.51 ... ... -5.4 +14.5 20 3.3

Hancock Holding HBHC 27.306 38.50 33.42 +.31 +0.9 -8.9 +19.0 15 2.9

Haverty Furn HVT 21.094 31.67 24.51 +.08 +0.3 -21.7 +7.1 19 1.3

Hill-Rom Hldgs HRC 32.745 44.64 38.49 -.15 -0.4 -6.9 +9.1 32 1.6

Home Depot HD 72.217 83.20 79.18 +.40 +0.5 -3.8 +0.9 20 2.4

Intl Paper IP 42.366 50.33 46.77 +.19 +0.4 -4.6 +3.1 16 3.0

Isle Capri Casino ISLE 6.342 9.80 6.84 +.26 +4.0 -24.0 -16.6 dd ...

Kinder Morgan Inc KMI 30.813 41.49 33.68 -.09 -0.3 -6.4 -13.6 29 5.0

KiOR Inc KIOR 0.331 5.94 .52 +.09 +19.5 -69.0 -90.9 dd ...

Kroger Co KR 32.770 47.90 46.85 +.54 +1.2 +18.5 +37.6 16 1.4

L-3 Communications LLL 82.600 121.43 117.74 +1.55 +1.3 +10.2 +38.1 14 2.0

La-Z-Boy Inc LZB 17.556 31.22 25.29 +.70 +2.8 -18.4 +33.1 22 .9

MGM Resorts Intl MGM 12.878 28.75 25.07 +.29 +1.2 +6.6 +64.3 dd ...

Magal Secur MAGS 3.103 4.44 3.41 ... ... -4.2 -17.2 dd ...

McDonalds Corp MCD 92.229 103.78 102.00 -.45 -0.4 +5.1 +3.8 19 3.2

Monsanto Co MON 94.000 119.53 119.92 +.62 +0.5 +2.9 +16.3 24 1.4

NTS Inc NTS 1.050 2.01 1.96 ... ... -0.5 +71.9 ...

Northrop Grumman NOC 79.599 126.00 120.02 +1.52 +1.3 +4.7 +49.6 14 2.3

Nucor Corp NUE 42.228 54.73 51.47 +.53 +1.0 -3.6 +13.7 34 2.9

Paccar Inc PCAR 51.137 68.81 62.95 +.62 +1.0 +6.4 +18.3 19 1.4

Parkway Properties PKY 15.700 19.67 19.65 +.28 +1.4 +1.9 +7.5 dd 3.8

Peoples Fincl Miss PFBX 11.159 13.75 13.35 -.29 -2.2 +2.3 +6.8 dd ...

PepsiCo PEP 77.019 87.68 85.83 +.25 +0.3 +3.5 +5.9 20 3.1

Quanta Services PWR 25.267 37.42 33.20 +.20 +0.6 +5.2 +12.2 19 ...

Raytheon Co RTN 64.489 102.33 97.03 +.85 +0.9 +7.0 +48.6 16 2.5

Regions Fncl RF 8.825 11.54 10.07 -.02 -0.2 +1.8 +13.2 13 2.0

Renasant Corp RNST 22.655 32.04 27.28 +.30 +1.1 -13.3 +15.3 19 2.5

Sanderson Farms SAFM 59.770 86.14 85.14 +.24 +0.3 +17.7 +29.6 12 .9

Schlumberger Ltd SLB 70.250 103.58 101.39 -.21 -0.2 +12.5 +36.2 19 1.6

Southern Co SO 40.035 46.87 43.08 -.11 -0.3 +4.8 -1.1 18 4.9

Stein Mart SMRT 9.037 16.17 13.47 -.23 -1.7 +0.1 +18.6 24 2.2

Toyota Mot TM 103.382 134.94 109.64 +.15 +0.1 -10.1 -13.4 2.3

Trustmark TRMK 22.352 28.88 23.59 +.11 +0.5 -12.1 -5.9 13 3.9

Tyson Foods TSN 24.488 44.24 39.72 +.59 +1.5 +18.7 +55.6 15 .8

Verizon Comm VZ 45.086 53.40 49.74 +.29 +0.6 +1.2 +0.2 11 4.3

WalMart Strs WMT 71.515 81.37 75.61 +.22 +0.3 -3.9 +0.3 15 2.5

Wells Fargo & Co WFC 39.400 50.49 50.16 +.17 +0.3 +10.5 +27.8 12 2.8

Weyerhaeuser WY 26.387 33.24 30.87 +.52 +1.7 -2.2 -3.4 27 2.9
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Stocks of Local Interest

PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.

Interestrates

The yield on the 
10-year Treasury 
fell to 2.53 
percent Friday. 
Yields affect 
rates on 
mortgages and 
other consumer 
loans.

NET      1YR
TREASURIES               YEST      PVS          CHG     AGO

3.25

3.25

3.25

.13

.13

.13

PRIME
RATE

FED
FUNDS

3-month T-bill .02 0.03 -0.01 .04

6-month T-bill .04 0.05 -0.01 .07

52-wk T-bill .07 0.07 ... .10

2-year T-note .35 0.35 ... .25

5-year T-note 1.53 1.54 -0.01 .89

10-year T-note 2.53 2.55 -0.02 2.02

30-year T-bond 3.40 3.43 -0.03 3.19

NET       1YR
BONDS                          YEST       PVS      CHG     AGO

Barclays LongT-BdIdx 3.20 3.22 -0.02 2.91
Bond Buyer Muni Idx 4.51 4.51 ... 4.17
Barclays USAggregate 2.23 2.22 +0.01 1.96
Barclays US High Yield 5.05 5.04 +0.01 5.20
Moodys AAA Corp Idx 4.23 4.19 +0.04 3.98
Barclays CompT-BdIdx 1.77 1.79 -0.02 1.17
Barclays US Corp 2.92 2.91 +0.01 2.78

YEST
6 MO AGO
1 YR AGO

Commodities
The price of 
crude oil rose 
for the eighth 
time in the last 
10 days and 
reached its high-
est level in near-
ly five weeks. 
The price of nat-
ural gas rose for 
the first time in 
three days. 

Crude Oil (bbl) 104.35 103.74 +0.59 +6.0

Ethanol (gal) 2.33 2.32 -0.13 +21.7

Heating Oil (gal) 2.95 2.95 +0.14 -4.0

Natural Gas (mm btu) 4.41 4.36 +1.06 +4.1

Unleaded Gas (gal) 3.02 3.01 +0.59 +8.5

FUELS                          CLOSE PVS.    %CHG %YTD

Gold (oz) 1291.60 1294.90 -0.25 +7.5

Silver (oz) 19.39 19.49 -0.52 +0.3

Platinum (oz) 1472.80 1493.10 -1.36 +7.4

Copper (lb) 3.18 3.15 +0.89 -7.6

Palladium (oz) 831.30 836.30 -0.60 +15.9

METALS                     CLOSE PVS. %CHG %YTD

Cattle (lb) 1.36 1.38 -0.94 +1.3

Coffee (lb) 1.82 1.81 +0.30 +64.3

Corn (bu) 4.78 4.77 +0.26 +13.3

Cotton (lb) 0.86 0.88 -1.67 +2.0

Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 317.30 314.90 +0.76 -11.9

Orange Juice (lb) 1.58 1.59 -0.22 +16.1

Soybeans (bu) 15.16 15.19 -0.21 +15.5

Wheat (bu) 6.53 6.59 -1.02 +7.8

AGRICULTURE              CLOSE       PVS.   %CHG %YTD

MARKETS & MONEY

Call it the Great Slog.
Stocks are bumbling

along this year after a
gangbuster 2013.

The upward grind is
underscored by the Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 index,
which closed above 1,900
for the first time on Fri-
day and is up 2.8 percent
for the year.

That gain compares
with a 16 percent increase
over the same period last
year.

Other major indexes
haven’t fared any better.
The Dow Jones industrial
average and the Nasdaq
composite are barely in
positive territory for
2014.

The stock market’s
five-year bull run is paus-
ing. Economic growth 
has fallen short of ex-
pectations, barely ex-
panding in the first quar-
ter after a strong finish to
2013. Investors are being
more cautious while they
wait for compelling evi-
dence that growth will
continue.

Karyn Cavanaugh,
senior market strategist
at Voya Investment Man-
agement, believes that
there will be a “spring
snapback” in the econo-
my. Company earnings,
already at record levels,
will keep climbing and
support stock prices.
“There are a lot of good
things going on in the mar-
ket,” she said.

The S&P 500 rose 8.04
points, to close at 1,900.53.
The index first rose above
1,900 during trading on
May 13, but fell back to
close below that level.

The Dow climbed 63.19
points, to end at 16,606.27.
The Nasdaq rose 31.47
points, to 4,185.81.

WALL STREET

S&P 500
closes
above
1,900
By Alex Veiga and Steve
Rothwell
Associated Press

rapid-fire business pitch-
es to faculty and a panel of
judges. The winning pitch
this year, Rickels says,
was a chain of donut
shops.

While students glean
valuable advice and
knowledge from the exec-
utives, Belhaven faculty
and administrators can
get a better sense of
whether their curriculum
is fitting with employers’
needs, says Chip Mason,
dean of Belhaven’s School
of Business.

Contact Jeff Ayres at (601)
961-7050 or jeff.ayres@jackson.
gannett.com. Follow
@jeffayres71 on Twitter.

Belhaven
Continued from Page 11A

range to have the way-
ward bag delivered to
your home or hotel.

AT&T showcased
Smart Luggage with em-
bedded GPS technology
that lets you track the
suitcase’s whereabouts.
You get an alert when the
bag is off the plane or if
someone happens to take
it beyond a designated
“geo-fence.” You can also
easily identify your bag
against lookalikes on the
carousel by tapping an
app on your phone and
lighting up an LED bea-
con on the luggage.

It’s unclear how Smart
Luggage might be mar-
keted or when it will be-
come commercially via-
ble. The technology could
be built directly into a
suitcase, as was the case
during the AT&T demo,
or Smart Luggage tags
will let you add a tracking
device to existing suit-
cases.

Equally unclear is how
this might be priced:
Would you buy high-tech
luggage and use it at will
or must you pay a fee
each time you fly?

Smart Luggage re-
quires power. There’s a
USB port for this purpose
on the suitcase. Obvious-
ly, such suitcases must
also comply with TSA,
airline and FAA regula-
tions.

Your phone as
wireless mic

A professor in a large
lecture hall is taking
questions from the class.
Instead of passing a mi-
crophone around, you can
turn your smartphone
into a personal micro-
phone. You tap a button
through a SmartMic app
on the handset to tell the
professor you are “rais-
ing your hand.” From the
SmartMic website on the
instructor’s laptop, he or
she selects you.

From then on, your
phone functions as a wire-
less microphone. You

talk, and the sound comes
out of the instructor’s lap-
top, which is presumably
connected to an audio sys-
tem in the room so every-
one can hear. It works
through what is known as
a WebRTC (Real Time
Communications) tech-
nology, and is applicable
in conferences halls as
well as lecture halls.

Safeguarding data

We all wrestle with
passwords, PINs and all
sorts of sensitive per-

sonal information we
want to keep private. It’s a
daunting task made more
so by high-tech snoops or
keylogger software that
can capture your every
keystroke.

AT&T’s EyeDecrypt
turns an app on your
smartphone into a win-
dow that lets you see what
the bad guys can’t. The
technology brings to
mind augmented reality.

To the naked eye, the
data on a document is en-
crypted, a jumble of
meaningless characters.

But when you wave the
EyeDecrypt app in front
of a document or display,
you see the underlying
numbers or words on the
phone screen.

You might wave the
app in front of a Social Se-
curity card with hidden
numbers, or a document
with confidential medi-
cal, financial or business
information

EyeDecrypt doesn’t
only work with paper, but
can also decode or mask
characters that appear at
a physical location such
as a touch-screen at an
ATM. Instead of tapping
your PIN into the ATM,
you do it on your phone.
You’re still tapping 1-2-3
and 4 or whatever, but a
potential keylogger is
fooled into thinking that
you actually pressed dif-
ferent keys on the ATM.

EyeDecrypt has the
potential, AT&T says, to
be employed not only on
phones, but on wearables
such as Google Glass.

E-mail: ebaig@usatoday.com
Follow @edbaig on Twitter.
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Smart Luggage with embedded GPS technology lets you
track your suitcase’s whereabouts. AT&T 

STARKVILLE — Fre-
quent rains kept farmers
indoors through much of
April, but clear weather
in early May allowed
them to play catch-up on
row-crop planting.

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture reported
that planting of most of
the state’s row crops is
back on schedule after
the wet early spring.
Corn is the first crop
planted in Mississippi,
and much of it was plant-
ed on schedule. As of May
11, USDA reported cotton
is 45 percent planted, rice
is 68 percent planted,
grain sorghum is 42 per-

cent planted and soybean
is 55 percent planted.

With the exception of
grain sorghum, which is
still running behind
schedule, each of these
commodities is on track
with historic planting
dates.

“Producers were fi-
nally able to get in a
rhythm last week,” said
Alex Deason, Mississippi
State University Exten-
sion Service agent in Sun-
flower County.

Darrin Dodds, Exten-
sion cotton specialist,
said most of the cotton in
the state was planted in
May.

“A little was planted
before that in the south-

ern part of the state, but
cotton planting really
kicked off in the first few
days of May this year,”
Dodds said. “Last week,
things ran absolutely
wide open, and we made
up a lot of ground very
quickly.”

Cotton’s ideal planting
window is from the third
week of April to mid-May,
so the crop is still on
schedule.

“This year, planting
will push a little outside
that, but if we get some
decent weather, it won’t
make us too crazy,” he
said.

Cotton should be plant-
ed on about 400,000 acres
in Mississippi this year,

well up from the 280,000
acres harvested last year,
but still only about half
the acreage seen in the
past.

“Producers are wor-
ried about getting be-
hind, but if we can get the
rest of the crop in the
ground in the next week
or 10 days, we’ll see that
optimism come back, and
we’ll start to deal with the
challenges as they pre-
sent themselves over the
summer,” Dodds said.

Bobby Golden, Missis-
sippi Agricultural and
Forestry Experiment
Station agronomist at
Stoneville, said the state
has two rice crops about a
month apart.

“This year’s acreage is
expected to exceed what
was planted in 2013. He
said producers seem opti-
mistic even with the crop
being planted slightly lat-
er than usual. The state
should have more than
100,000 acres of sorghum
this year, he said, which is
higher than it has been in
recent years.

Larson said he expects
more sorghum will be
planted when cotton and
soybean planting winds
down, and a few acres
may go in after wheat is
harvested.

Bonnie Coblentz with MSU Ag
Communications provided this
report.

Planting gains ground with rain-free days
Special to The Clarion-Ledger


