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Business
Furniture company
set to expand

Reclining furniture
manufacturer Southern
Motion is expanding
operations at its facility
in Baldwyn. 

The project repre-
sents a $600,000 corpo-
rate investment and will
create 60 jobs over the
next year. 

The expansion will
bring employment at the
facility to 235. Southern
Motion also has opera-
tions in Pontotoc, where
the company employs
1,100 workers.

The Mississippi De-
velopment Authority
helped with parking lot
expansion, and the Pren-
tiss County Development
Association, the city of
Baldwyn and Prentiss
County also provided
assistance. 

Construction jobs
fluctuate across U.S.

Construction employ-
ment expanded in 278
metro areas, declined in
36 and was stagnant in 44
between February 2014
and February 2015, ac-
cording to a new analysis
of federal employment
data released today by
the Associated General
Contractors of America. 

The Gulfport-Biloxi-
Pascagoula metro area
declined by 1,900 jobs
from February of last
year to this February. 

Association officials
said the job gains come
as private sector de-
mand, particularly for
multifamily housing,
offset declining public
sector investments, labor
shortages and the chal-
lenges of a slowing global
economy and declining
oil prices. 

Emerging challenges
that could impact future
employment increases
include the global eco-
nomic slowdown, fluctu-
ating oil prices, work-
force shortages and de-
clining public-sector
investments. 

Jackson holding
auto job session 

The city of Jackson’s
Jobs for Jacksonians
program will hold an
auto job recruiting ses-
sion Tuesday at 2 p.m. in
the conference room of
the Department of Hu-
man and Cultural Ser-
vices at the Metrocenter
mall. 

Gray-Daniels Toyota
will recruit for sales
consultants and service
repair workers. 

In addition to the
recruiting sessions, the
program offers job readi-
ness workshops, job
search and placement
assistance and an annual
job fair. Other services,
such as assistance with
writing a professional
resume, leadership and
professional develop-
ment and interviewing
improvement techniques,
are also available. 

Grant focuses on
truck driving jobs 

A new grant for part-
ners Hinds Community
College and KLLM Trans-
port Services in Richland
will allow a 25 percent
focus on recruiting and
training female truck
drivers. 

The $220,000 grant
received by the Founda-
tion for the Mid South to
promote “Transportation,
Distribution and Logis-
tics” will extend a truck
driving partnership be-
tween Hinds and KLLM. 

The award from Jobs
for the Future for the
“Delivering the TDL
Workforce” initiative
grants can be used for
tuition, outreach and
training support. It is
designed to increase
access to middle-skill
jobs for 300 people over
the next two years. 

The grant also will
help provide Hazmat
training and Adult Basic
Education.

— Staff, wire reports

PORTFOLIO

Arkansas and Indiana are where Mis-
sissippi was exactly a year ago.

Each state is deep into debate about re-
ligious freedom legislation that sup-
porters say will strengthen individual
rights and opponents warn will create
statutory authority to discriminate
against the LGBT community.

As happened here, discomfort with
original language from the business com-
munity spurred changes. The only differ-
ence is the degree of change each piece of
legislation will endure.

Originally dubbed the “turn away the
gays bill,” Mississippi’s legislation drew
outrage from LGBT advocacy groups,
who claimed it cleared the way for busi-
nesses to refuse service to gay customers
if the owner had a religious objection.

The bill was modified to mirror 1993’s
federal Religious Freedom Restoration
Act. Court decisions about that law since
have said that the government must show
a compelling public interest before re-
stricting activity its practitioners deem
religious. Neither the Mississippi nor the
federal versions contain language specif-
ically prohibiting discrimination — for
example, a baker refusing to provide ser-
vice to a gay wedding. 

The Indiana law had language to that
effect inserted Thursday. Arkansas’ Re-
publican Gov. Asa Hutchinson sent back
the bill lawmakers sent him, citing con-
cerns similar to those Mississippi groups
had last year.

Those decisions came after extreme
pressure from business groups. Indian-
apolis is the site of this weekend’s Final
Four, the NCAA’s most profitable event.
NCAA president Mark Emmert said in a
statement Thursday after the Indiana law
was modified that he hoped it would pass
quickly. Emmert said earlier in the week
events like the Final Four could be jeopar-
dized if the law were not changed.

Walmart’s CEO urged Hutchinson to
veto the Arkansas law before he’d sent it
back for revisions. Doug McMillon said in

a statement that the law, if unchanged,
“threatens to undermine the spirit of in-
clusion present throughout the state of
Arkansas and does not reflect the values
we proudly uphold.” On Thursday, Hutch-
inson signed modified legislation almost
identical to Mississippi’s.

The pushback from Mississippi’s busi-
ness interests started at the grassroots
level. Fondren businessman Eddie Out-
law, who owns William Wallace Salon and
Fondren Barber Shop, was one of the
founders of the “If you’re Buying, We’re
Selling” campaign. Participating busi-
nesses — of which there were a couple
hundred from across the state within a
week — would place a sticker in their
front window or on a cash register.

The Mississippi Economic Council,
which calls itself the state’s chamber of
commerce, said in a policy statement that
it “opposes efforts that would intentional-
ly or unintentionally prevent Mississippi
businesses from implementing and en-
forcing nondiscrimination policies im-
pacting their customers and employees.”

In response, language in the original
bill was removed, and the legislation that
Gov. Phil Bryant signed on April 4 last
year was identical to the federal Religious
Freedom Restoration Act.

Outlaw said, like Mississippi’s original
version, Indiana’s legislation was “broad
and over-reaching. The ACLU was instru-
mental here in getting that kind of lan-
guage stripped out of the bill.”

Contact Clay Chandler at (601) 961-7264 or
cchandler@jackson.gannett.com. Follow
@claychand on Twitter.

PHOTOS BY GREG JENSON /THE CLARION-LEDGER

Leah Gaskin trims Brad Johnson’s hair at Fondren Barber Shop. Owner Eddie Outlaw help spearhead the “If you’re Buying, We’re Selling” campaign. 

State religious freedom
laws draw pushback 
As happened here,
business community
helps spur changes
Clay Chandler
The Clarion-Ledger

Anti-discrimination stickers are posted on the
front door of William Wallace Salon in
Fondren. 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Four-
teen attorneys general
asked Congress to
launch an investigation
of the herbal supple-
ments industry and to
consider giving the U.S.
Food and Drug Admini-
stration stronger over-
sight of the industry,
New York Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman
announced.

“When consumers
take an herbal supple-
ment, they should be
able to do so with full
knowledge of what is in
that product and confi-
dence that every precau-
tion was taken to ensure
its authenticity and puri-
ty,” Schneiderman said
Thursday.

Schneiderman al-
leged in February that
DNA tests on certain
store-brand supple-
ments found none of the
herbs on the labels.

Industry groups and
some consumer advo-
cates have criticized

“For the past two
months, the attorney
general has continued to
escalate his attack on
the supplement industry
without any legitimate
data to back up his argu-
ments,” Fabricant said.

Under federal law,
herbal supplements, vi-
tamins and other dietary
supplements are subject
to far less rigorous over-
sight than pharmaceuti-
cal products.

There is no regulation
that requires a firm to
disclose to the FDA or
consumers the informa-
tion it has about the safe-
ty or purported benefits
of dietary supplements,
according to agency’s
website. 

The manufacturer is
responsible for ensuring
the ingredient list is ac-
curate. The FDA can
take action against sup-
plements only after they
are proven to be unsafe.

Schneiderman noted
that research has found
some herbal supple-
ments to contain high
levels of heavy metals
like lead, mercury and
arsenic, and he pointed 

Officials seek Congressional
probe of supplement industry
Prosecutors want stronger FDA
oversight of disputed herbal drugs
Mary Esch
Associated Press

Schneiderman Fabricant

Schneiderman’s test
method, saying DNA
testing is unable to iden-
tify highly processed
plant material.

GNC, one of the re-
tailers targeted by
Schneiderman, said last
week that it has provided
him test results from in-
dependent labs showing
its products were safe
and properly labeled,
and it has agreed to add
DNA testing to its qual-
ity-control procedures.

Daniel Fabricant, for-
mer director of the
FDA’s dietary supple-
ment division and now
executive director of the
Natural Products Asso-
ciation trade group,
called the attorney gen-
erals’ action “harass-
ment based on science
fiction.” See DRUGS, Page 10A

For those of us who
have procrastinated
doing our taxes, there
are just a couple weeks
left.

April 15 approaches
like an oncoming
steamroller. We all
knew it was coming,
but many of us will
wait till the last hours
anyway. And this year’s
taxes are going to be
just a bit different than
before, thanks to the
Affordable Care Act, or
“Obamacare,” so it
might be a good idea to
go ahead and get on it
now.

For the first time,
tax filers this year are
going to have to answer
questions about their
health insurance cov-
erage. For most people,
it will be as simple as
checking a box to in-
dicate you (and your
dependents) had health
insurance coverage —
from any source —
during 2014. But for
some of us, it’s going to
be a little more compli-

cated. Regardless of
how any of us might
feel about the Afford-
able Care Act, we are
all facing the same
requirements to have
health insurance and to
report it on our tax
returns.

The Department of
Health and Human
Services sent out a
news release recently
to remind us of the
deadline and the new
requirements. For ex-
ample, if you didn’t
have health coverage
during all or some part
of 2014, you need to be
prepared to give details

Doing your taxes
just got more
complicated

BILL MOAK

See MOAK, Page 10A
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Question:  Should we observe Easter? 

Answer:  Many people (even in most Protestant 
churches) would consider that a strange question 
and would be quick to answer, “Yes, of course!  
We ought to celebrate the resurrection of Christ.” 

However, please consider the following: 

The first Christians did not celebrate Easter, but 
rather each week observed the “Lord’s Day” 
(Sunday).  As early as the second century, some 
church leaders sought to introduce an annual 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Pagan 
springtime festivals fell at the same time of the year 
as the Jewish Passover (also the time of Christ’s 
crucifixion), and many elements of these pre-
Christian heathen practices were assimilated into 
the observance of Easter. 

Reformation leaders rejected this amalgam of 
Roman Catholic and pagan traditions.  The 
Westminster Confession of Faith says: 

“The acceptable way of worshipping the true 
God is instituted by Himself, and so limited by 
His own revealed will, that He may not be 
worshipped according to the imaginations and 
devices of men . . . any other way not 
prescribed in the Holy Scripture.” 

Unfortunately, this “Regulative Principle” has long 
since been abandoned, not only with respect to 
Easter but in a number of other elements of 
worship.  In time these practices become accepted 
as the norm, and no consideration is given as to 
whether there is any Biblical support behind them. 

-  Leonard White 
 

www.mcravenroadchurchofchrist.org 
  Send comments or questions to: 

McRaven Road Church of Christ 
301 McRaven Rd.  -  Clinton, MS  39056 

or  mcravenrdchurch@aol.com
CL-0000314981
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DOW 17815.03 17673.49 17763.24 +65.06 +0.37% -0.34%

DOW Trans. 8701.65 8605.13 8605.31 -66.82 -0.77% -5.85%

DOW Util. 591.28 586.80 589.87 +1.86 +0.32% -4.56%

NYSE Comp. 10974.98 10895.31 10953.17 +61.56 +0.57% +1.05%

NASDAQ 4901.33 4872.96 4886.94 +6.71 +0.14% +3.19%

S&P 500 2072.17 2057.32 2066.96 +7.27 +0.35% +0.39%

S&P 400 1529.84 1518.00 1523.94 +5.17 +0.34% +4.92%

Wilshire 5000 22001.51 21850.42 21946.62 +77.56 +0.35% +1.28%

Russell 2000 1259.97 1251.83 1255.66 +3.95 +0.32% +4.23%
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CarMax reported Thursday that its fiscal fourth-quarter 
profit jumped sharply on strong 
sales of used cars. 

The company’s profit rose 
44 percent to $143.1 million, or 
67 cents per share, for the 
quarter. It earned 69 cents per 
share on an adjusted basis, 
beating market forecasts of 60 
cents per share. 

CarMax’s revenue increased 

14 percent to $3.51 billion, also surpassing market 
forecasts, which were $3.49 billion.

The company said that its used 
car vehicle sales by unit rose 12.4 
percent for the fourth quarter and 
10.5 percent for the fiscal year. Its 
wholesale unit sales increased 12.3 
percent for the quarter and 9.8 
percent for the year. 

CarMax’s shares rose 9 percent 
to close at $74.73 Thursday. 

*annualized Source: FactSetAP

CarMax (KMX)

CarMax’s 4Q profit surgeCompany
Spotlight

KMX 56.3% 29.4 23.5
1-yr 3-yr* 5-yr*Price change

Price-earnings ratio: 30
(Based on past 12-month results) 

Thursday’s close: $74.73
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52-WEEK RANGE

AT&T Inc T 32.072 37.48 33.13 +.24 +0.7 -1.4 -1.0 28 5.7

Apache Corp APA 54.342 104.57 61.44 +.81 +1.3 -2.0 -26.4 dd 1.6

ATMOS Energy ATO 46.228 59.35 55.95 +.13 +0.2 +0.4 +22.2 19 2.8

BancorpSouth BXS 19.227 25.55 23.56 +.35 +1.5 +4.7 -7.8 19 1.3

Baxter Intl BAX 65.952 77.31 68.00 +.46 +0.7 -7.2 -5.5 15 3.1

Cal-Maine Foods Inc CALM 29.016 48.31 38.74 -.37 -0.9 -0.7 +25.5 13 2.6

Callon Petrol CPE 4.096 12.09 8.09 +.30 +3.9 +48.4 -6.7 19 ...

Cardinal Health CAH 63.060 91.59 89.60 +.75 +0.8 +11.0 +29.4 26 1.5

Caterpillar Inc CAT 78.191 111.46 80.24 +.60 +0.8 -12.3 -17.5 14 3.5

CenturyLink Inc CTL 32.453 45.67 35.43 -.07 -0.2 -10.5 +13.8 26 6.1

Chevron Corp CVX 98.882 135.10 105.28 +.49 +0.5 -6.2 -8.3 10 4.1

Citizens Holding CIZN 17.044 19.94 18.00 +.04 +0.2 -7.4 -0.4 12 5.1

Comcast Corp A CMCSA 47.748 60.70 57.94 +.88 +1.5 -0.1 +16.1 18 1.7

Denbury Res DNR 6.042 18.59 7.84 +.46 +6.2 -3.6 -54.2 4 3.2

DuPont DD 63.705 80.65 71.39 +.41 +0.6 -3.4 +7.5 18 2.6

Duke Energy DUK 68.814 89.97 76.97 +.14 +0.2 -7.9 +13.2 29 4.1

Eastgroup Prop EGP 57.983 69.90 61.05 +.82 +1.4 -3.6 -0.9 40 3.7

Entergy ETR 66.385 92.02 77.67 -.02 ... -11.2 +20.8 13 4.3

FedEx Corp FDX 130.647 183.51 166.22 -.02 ... -4.3 +24.6 19 .5

First Bncshs Miss. FBMS 13.747 17.48 16.00 +.01 +0.1 +10.3 +12.9 14 .9

Freds Inc FRED 13.077 19.47 17.01 +.01 +0.1 -2.3 -8.2 dd 1.4

Gannett Co GCI 25.530 37.29 37.39 +.58 +1.6 +17.1 +34.2 8 2.1

GenCorp GY 15.110 23.39 22.92 -.09 -0.4 +25.2 +23.0 dd ...

Gen Electric GE 23.414 27.53 24.94 +.10 +0.4 -1.3 -0.5 17 3.7

Hancock Holding HBHC 24.964 37.86 30.08 +.19 +0.6 -2.0 -17.6 14 3.2

Haverty Furn HVT 19.545 30.48 24.07 +.02 +0.1 +9.4 -15.2 19 1.3

Hill-Rom Hldgs HRC 35.450 49.35 48.73 +.01 ... +6.8 +25.8 48 1.3

Home Depot HD 74.610 117.99 114.54 +1.41 +1.2 +9.1 +45.0 24 2.1

Intl Paper IP 44.248 57.90 54.67 -.23 -0.4 +2.0 +24.7 20 2.9

Isle Capri Casino ISLE 6.250 15.10 14.33 +.39 +2.8 +71.2 +80.1 dd ...

Kinder Morgan Inc KMI 32.049 43.18 41.72 -.20 -0.5 -1.4 +32.8 43 4.3

Kroger Co KR 43.330 77.74 77.13 +.36 +0.5 +20.1 +77.6 22 1.0

L-3 Communications LLL 99.338 132.92 124.99 -.30 -0.2 -1.0 +7.5 16 2.1

La-Z-Boy Inc LZB 19.030 28.38 27.97 +.32 +1.2 +4.2 +2.5 23 1.1

MGM Resorts Intl MGM 17.254 27.64 21.34 +.46 +2.2 -0.2 -21.3 dd ...

Magal Secur MAGS 3.377 6.18 5.19 ... ... -10.7 +41.4 dd ...

McDonalds Corp MCD 87.626 103.78 95.83 -.46 -0.5 +2.3 +1.7 20 3.5

Monsanto Co MON 105.765 128.79 116.30 -.66 -0.6 -2.7 +4.6 25 1.5

Northrop Grumman NOC 116.119 172.30 161.63 +1.08 +0.7 +9.7 +31.8 17 1.7

Nucor Corp NUE 42.933 58.76 47.26 +.95 +2.1 -3.6 -5.6 21 3.2

Paccar Inc PCAR 55.344 71.15 61.20 -.70 -1.1 -10.0 -5.9 16 1.4

Parkway Properties PKY 16.602 21.80 17.61 +.25 +1.4 -4.2 -1.5 46 4.3

Peoples Fincl Miss PFBX 9.851 13.75 10.08 -.15 -1.5 -19.0 -23.5 dd 2.0

PepsiCo PEP 81.998 100.76 95.69 +.60 +0.6 +1.2 +17.9 22 2.7

Quanta Services PWR 25.343 37.49 28.44 +.04 +0.1 +0.2 -23.3 21 ...

Raytheon Co RTN 89.178 113.36 108.46 +.87 +0.8 +0.3 +11.0 16 2.5

Regions Fncl RF 8.594 11.28 9.58 +.12 +1.3 -9.3 -14.1 12 2.1

Renasant Corp RNST 26.140 30.68 30.54 +.47 +1.6 +5.6 +4.2 16 2.2

Sanderson Farms SAFM 74.953 103.90 83.59 +1.25 +1.5 -0.5 +6.2 7 1.1

Schlumberger Ltd SLB 75.603 118.76 84.39 +.11 +0.1 -1.2 -12.2 20 2.4

Southern Co SO 41.873 53.16 44.64 +.02 ... -9.1 +7.4 20 4.7

Stein Mart SMRT 7.839 12.95 12.41 +.20 +1.6 +22.0 +24.7 21 2.4

Toyota Mot TM 103.389 145.80 140.02 +1.54 +1.1 +11.6 +23.4 ...

Trustmark TRMK 21.057 25.94 24.29 +.26 +1.1 -1.0 -3.5 13 3.8

Tyson Foods TSN 34.904 44.24 38.63 +.23 +0.6 -3.6 -10.9 13 1.0

Verizon Comm VZ 45.096 53.66 49.47 +.55 +1.1 +5.8 +7.0 21 4.4

WalMart Strs WMT 72.615 90.97 80.73 +.02 ... -6.0 +7.6 16 2.4

Wells Fargo & Co WFC 46.449 56.29 54.37 +.43 +0.8 -0.8 +11.2 13 2.6

Weyerhaeuser WY 27.486 37.04 32.64 -.22 -0.7 -9.1 +14.0 25 3.6
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Stocks of Local Interest

PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.

Interestrates

The yield on the 
10-year Treasury 
rose to 1.91 per-
cent Thursday. 
Yields affect 
rates on mort-
gages and other 
consumer loans.

NET      1YR
TREASURIES               YEST      PVS          CHG     AGO

3.25

3.25

3.25

.13

.13

.13

PRIME
RATE

FED
FUNDS

3-month T-bill .01 0.02 -0.01 .01

6-month T-bill .09 0.10 -0.01 .05

52-wk T-bill .23 0.23 ... .11

2-year T-note .54 0.54 ... .46

5-year T-note 1.35 1.32 +0.03 1.79

10-year T-note 1.91 1.86 +0.05 2.81

30-year T-bond 2.54 2.46 +0.08 3.65

NET       1YR
BONDS                          YEST       PVS      CHG     AGO

Barclays LongT-BdIdx 2.40 2.35 +0.05 3.46
Bond Buyer Muni Idx 4.22 4.21 +0.01 4.75
Barclays USAggregate 2.03 2.06 -0.03 2.43
Barclays US High Yield 6.16 6.18 -0.02 5.22
Moodys AAA Corp Idx 3.45 3.52 -0.07 4.30
Barclays CompT-BdIdx 1.64 1.61 +0.03 1.99
Barclays US Corp 2.87 2.91 -0.04 3.13

YEST
6 MO AGO
1 YR AGO

Commodities
The price of 
crude oil gave 
back more than 
a third of its big 
gain from the 
prior day and is 
once again be-
low $50 per 
barrel. Natural 
gas rose the 
most in two 
weeks.

Crude Oil (bbl) 49.14 50.09 -1.90 -7.8

Ethanol (gal) 1.56 1.55 ... -3.9

Heating Oil (gal) 1.69 1.75 -3.67 -8.4

Natural Gas (mm btu) 2.71 2.61 +4.15 -6.1

Unleaded Gas (gal) 1.75 1.83 -3.60 +22.1

FUELS                          CLOSE PVS.    %CHG %YTD

Gold (oz) 1200.90 1208.10 -0.60 +1.4

Silver (oz) 16.69 17.04 -2.10 +7.2

Platinum (oz) 1153.80 1165.20 -0.98 -4.6

Copper (lb) 2.75 2.76 -0.31 -3.2

Palladium (oz) 746.00 748.55 -0.34 -6.6

METALS                     CLOSE PVS. %CHG %YTD

Cattle (lb) 1.63 1.62 +0.75 -1.6

Coffee (lb) 1.41 1.35 +4.49 -15.4

Corn (bu) 3.87 3.82 +1.24 -2.6

Cotton (lb) 0.64 0.63 +1.77 +5.7

Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 276.60 273.00 +1.32 -16.5

Orange Juice (lb) 1.15 1.15 ... -17.8

Soybeans (bu) 9.86 9.90 -0.38 -3.3

Wheat (bu) 5.36 5.29 +1.47 -9.1

AGRICULTURE              CLOSE       PVS.   %CHG %YTD

MARKETS & MONEY

Major U.S. stock index-
es closed slightly higher
Thursday, rebounding
from a two-day slide as in-
vestors looked ahead to
the start of the next round
of corporate earnings be-
ginning next week.

Traders drew encour-
agement from the latest
economic data, particu-
larly a government report
indicating a steep drop in
applications for unem-
ployment benefits last
week. That appeared to
reassure investors that
the government would re-
port solid job growth for
March.

“There is a little bit of
an expectation that the
jobs number will come in
good,” said JJ Kinahan,
TD Ameritrade’s chief
strategist. That report
was due out today, when
markets would be closed
for Good Friday.

Financial analysts
were anticipating the La-
bor Department would re-
port today that employers
added 248,000 jobs last
month, according to Fact-
Set. Employers added
295,000 jobs in February.

Consumer discretion-
ary stocks were among
the biggest risers. The
price of oil fell back below
$50 a barrel after the U.S.,
five other world powers
and Iran reached an
agreement that could
soon lift sanctions on Iran
and allow the country to
export more crude.

U.S. government bond
prices fell. The yield on
the 10-year Treasury note
rose to 1.91 percent from
1.86 percent late Wednes-
day.

The slide in crude oil
deepened. Benchmark
U.S. crude fell 95 cents to
close at $49.14 a barrel.

MARKETS

Stocks
rise, end
two-day
slide 
Alex Veiga
Associated Press

and possibly pay a fee.
But in a few cases, you
can get an exemption
from the requirement
under certain circum-
stances. 

If you had health in-

surance coverage you
obtained through the
Health Insurance Mar-
ketplace during 2014,
you should by now have
received a form called
Form 1095-A, which
gives details on the cov-
erage and any tax cred-
its used to offset the cost
of the coverage. If you
haven’t received yours

yet, you can get it online
at healthcare.gov or by
calling the Marketplace
Call Center at 1-800-318-
2596.

And if you couldn’t
get coverage for some
reason, whether you
couldn’t afford it or had
other reasons for not
being covered, you may
qualify for one of many
exemptions. Here are a
few from www.health-
care.gov:

» Income-related
exemptions: You might
qualify if the lowest-cost
health insurance option
available to you would
cost more than 8 percent
of your household in-
come or your income is
below the level that re-
quires you to file a re-
turn.

» Health coverage-
related exemptions: If
you were uninsured for
no more than two
months of 2014, if you
enrolled in a plan by
May 1, 2014, and if would
have qualified had Mis-
sissippi expanded Medi-
caid, you may qualify.
There are several other
exemptions in this cate-
gory as well.

» Group membership
exemptions: If you’re a
member of an American
Indian tribe, participate
in a health care sharing

ministry or are a
member of a religious
group which objects
to having health insur-
ance on religious
grounds, you may
qualify for an exemp-
tion.

» Hardship exemp-
tions: This is a broad
category of exemp-
tions that covers an
array of circum-
stances. You may
qualify if you’ve been
homeless, incarcerat-
ed, are facing evic-
tion, foreclosure or
bankruptcy, if you had
one of your utilities
shut off for nonpay-
ment in the past three
years, and many oth-
ers. 

And if you find that
you still have to pay
the fee, you can still
sign up and avoid the
fee for next year. A
special enrollment
period has been set up
for this purpose and
runs through April 30.
If you have any ques-
tions about any of
these topics, you can
get help by calling
1-800-318-2596 or by
visiting www.health

care.gov/taxes.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@
gmail.com.
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to a study that found a
popular herbal supple-
ment designed to reduce
menopause symptoms
might have caused severe
liver damage in certain
women.

“The FDA has long
been aware of problems
in the dietary and herbal
supplement supply chain,
from dubious ingredient
sourcing to a failure to
carry out proper testing
on finished products,” the
attorneys general said in
their letter sent Thursday
to Kansas Sen. Jerry Mo-
ran and Pennsylvania
Rep. Joe Pitts, chairmen
of the subcommittees
dealing with product
safety and health.

Steve Mister, presi-
dent of the Council for

Responsible Nutrition, an
industry group, said con-
cerns raised in the letter
about widespread safety
issues are untrue.

“Our association will
certainly cooperate and
answer any questions
Congress may have about
our industry, as we share
the common goal of mak-
ing sure that consumers
have access to the safe
and beneficial herbal sup-
plement products they
use to improve their
health and well-being,”
Mister said.

Schneiderman’s letter
is co-signed by the attor-
neys general of Connecti-
cut, District of Columbia,
Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana,
Iowa, Kentucky, Massa-
chusetts, Mississippi,
New Hampshire, North-
ern Mariana Islands,
Pennsylvania and Rhode
Island.
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An autonomous car’s
recent 3,400-mile U.S.
road trip proves there’s at
least one thing computers
do better than humans:
Follow the speed limit.

Auto supplier Delphi
Corp. fitted an Audi Q5
with radar, cameras and
laser sensors to navigate
the journey from San
Francisco to New York,
mostly traveling on high-
ways. The car drove itself
99 percent of the time,
Delphi said Thursday.

Along the way, the au-
tonomous Audi never
drove above the speed
limit, even when every-
one else did. As a result,

other drivers subjected
the car — and its human
occupants — to “a few
hateful gestures,” said
Jeff Owens, Delphi’s chief
technology officer.

The person sitting in
the car’s driver seat inter-
vened once when traffic
was weaving around in a
construction zone, and
again when the car didn’t
want to move into a busy
left lane to avoid police
stopped on the right
shoulder. The car also got
a little skittish when it was
next to semitrailer trucks,
edging over to avoid
them. But for the most
part, it easily navigated
bridges, traffic circles
and open highways, even
in heavy rain, Owens said.

Autonomous car does
3,400-mile road trip
Dee-Ann Durbin
Associated Press


