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Business
US employers added
just 126,000 jobs

A weakening U.S.
economy spilled into the
job market in March as
employers added just
126,000 jobs — the fewest
since December 2013 —
snapping a 12-month
streak of gains above
200,000.

The unemployment
rate remained at 5.5 per-
cent, the Labor Depart-
ment said in its monthly
report Friday.

The March jobs data
raised uncertainties
about the world’s largest
economy, which for
months has been the
envy of other industri-
alized nations for its
steadily robust hiring and
growth. Employers now
appear wary about the
economy, especially as a
strong dollar has slowed
U.S. exports, home sales
have sputtered and
cheaper gasoline has yet
to unleash more consum-
er spending.

Some of the weakness
may prove temporary:
An unseasonably cold
March followed a brutal
winter that slowed key
sectors of the economy.

Dockworkers reps
urge union approval

A tentative contract
agreement that restored
the flow of international
trade through West Coast
seaports took a big step
closer Friday to becom-
ing official, as repre-
sentatives of the dock-
workers’ union over-
whelmingly recommend-
ed that rank-and-file
members vote to approve
the deal.

Difficult contract
negotiations nearly
closed 29 seaports from
San Diego to Seattle,
causing major delays in
the delivery of billions of
dollars of imports and
exports.

Negotiators for the
International Longshore
and Warehouse Union
reached the tentative,
five-year deal in Febru-
ary with companies that
run the massive ships
and sprawling marine
terminals which are in-
tegral to trans-Pacific
trade. This week, a cau-
cus of 90 union delegates
met in San Francisco to
study the offer in detail.

On Friday, 78 percent
of delegates voted to
urge the broader mem-
bership to approve the
contract, the union said
in a statement. A final
count will be May 22.

Meanwhile, the tenta-
tive agreement restored
labor peace on the West
Coast waterfront, which
handles about $1 trillion
of trade each year.

PetSmart to close 
3 pet hotels over flu

PetSmart has closed a
Chicago-area boarding
center to contain the
spread of the canine flu
virus, and says it will
close two other locations.

The company said
transferred all of the
dogs out of a PetsHotel in
Lincoln Park, asking
owners to pick up their
dogs if they were able
and transferring the
remaining dogs to loca-
tions in Evanston and the
South Loop. PetSmart is
disinfecting the Lincoln
Park location and plans to
reopen it on Sunday.

The company said it is
not taking new reserva-
tions for dogs at the other
two locations and will
close them for disinfect-
ion once the current oc-
cupants leave.

The Phoenix-based
company said Thursday
that the dogs transferred
will be monitored and
medical treatment will be
sought if they show
symptoms. Dogs that
appear to be infected are
being kept away from
healthy dogs, and Pet-
Smart said the separate
wings of each facility
have separate ventilation
systems.

— Wire reports

PORTFOLIO

I was opening the garage
door a few days ago and I heard
a loud grinding sound. 

“That’s not good,” I thought
to myself, then noticed that the
door wouldn’t open all the way.
Looking up at the door mecha-
nism, my youngest son pointed
out that the spring appeared to
have broken in two. “Oh great,”
I muttered to myself. “There
goes summer vacation.” From
past experience, such repairs
aren’t cheap; such an event can
detour you from even the most
carefully laid plans.

That’s how life goes, isn’t it?
We’re going along just fine,
trying to keep our ducks in a
row, and suddenly, a garage
door breaks, or a water heater

goes out, or your kid needs a
new band instrument. Having
savings can certainly help in
situations like this. But a new
study from Bankrate.com has
found that, while the economy
is getting better in some areas,
one key factor that is appar-
ently not improving is how

much money we’re putting
away for the future. 

Savings are important be-
cause consumers who have put
aside some money for the fu-
ture are a lot more likely not to
go into debt, and having money
in the bank can bolster our
ability to support the economy
and can even lead to less worry
and stress. 

Bankrate’s study looked at
Americans’ savings habits, and
there were some interesting
findings. Perhaps the most
surprising is it’s not the rich
who set the standard for saving;
it’s the middle class. More than
a third of households with annu-
al income between $50,000 and
$74,999 are saving more than 10

percent of their incomes, a rate
that outpaces even the highest-
income households. 

“This proves the old adage
that what counts isn’t how much
you make, but how much you
have left over,” said Greg
McBride, CFA, Bankrate.com’s
chief financial analyst.

Overall, the study found
most Americans are saving no
more than 5 percent of their
incomes, and about one in five
are saving nothing at all. More
than a quarter of us are saving
something, but not more than 5
percent.

Many financial experts rec-
ommend saving at least 10 per-

GANNETT

As the economy recovers, interest rates on savings accounts are expected to rise. 

BILL MOAK

See MOAK, Page 10A

Americans are not
saving enough

BILOXI — Mississippi has
moved off the bottom of another
list.

“Three states — Virginia,
Maryland and Mississippi —
have taken excellent steps to
further strengthen code protec-
tions for their residents,” an In-

stitute for Business & Home
Safety report shows.

Out of a possible score of 100,
Mississippi received 28 points,
compared with 26 for Alabama
and 17 for Delaware.

The highest-ranked states
were Virginia with 95 points,
Florida with 94 and South Caroli-
na with 92.

The report was released
Wednesday.

The Sun Herald reported that
the IBHS, sponsored by the in-
surance industry, issues a report
that ranks 18 hurricane-prone

states on progress in strengthen-
ing residential building codes.
Mississippi was last in 2012 but
has moved on up to No. 16,
trailed by Alabama and Dela-
ware.

The report noted the Missis-
sippi Legislature in 2014 adopted
statewide building codes after
almost a decade of debate that
followed Hurricane Katrina’s
devastation.

Mississippi still scored low
because counties were allowed
to opt out of building-code adop-
tion, and because there is no

statewide training or licensing
of building code officials. Train-
ing and licensing is important,
IBHS CEO Julie Rochman said
in a statement, for uniform en-
forcement of building codes
adopted.

Mississippi Insurance Com-
missioner Mike Chaney said his
department sets aside $500,000 a
year for training, but it is not
mandatory.

The IBHS report also noted
Mississippi requires licenses for
general contractors, but not oth-
ers in building trades.

State scores above
Alabama, Delaware
in safety report
Associated Press

Mississippi no longer last
in storm fortified homes

VIDALIA, La. — Residents of
eastern Louisiana and south-
west Mississippi will hear April
13 about plans to upgrade a ma-
jor natural gas pipeline.

American Midstream Part-
ners announced last October
that it will build a new natural
gas pipeline that will preserve
service to thousands of custom-
ers from Winnsboro, Louisiana,
to Natchez, Mississippi.

The company says areas not
served by the new line will be
connected to other interstate or
intrastate pipelines, other gas
distribution systems, or offered
conversion to propane service.

Federal regulators must ap-
prove the project.

Allysa Howell, investor rela-
tions manager for American
Midstream, said the company
will file for permits to construct
the new pipeline with the Feder-
al Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion this summer.

Open house

The Natchez Democrat re-

ported American Midstream
Partners will talk with local res-
idents about the project during
an open house April 13 at the Vi-
dalia Conference and Conven-
tion Center.

“This is basically an opportu-
nity for landowners and com-
munity members to engage with
the American Midstream pro-
ject manager and chief operat-
ing officer,” Howell said.

“It will have a map and an
overview of the Natchez line
project, and they will be there to
answer any questions. This is
not a formal presentation, but a
kind of walk around display sort
of scenario.”

Denver-based American

Midstream, a subsidiary of Bos-
ton-based hedge fund ArcLight
Capital, American Midstream
had originally announced an in-
tention to abandon its Midla
pipeline, a 1920s-era pipeline
that ran from Baton Rouge to
Monroe. The company contend-
ed the existing pipeline infra-
structure presents significant
safety concerns because of its
age.

Municipalities in the two
states expressed concern at the
time because losing the pipeline
would cut off natural gas access
to many areas, including Clay-
ton, Ferriday and Vidalia in Lou-
isiana and in southwest Missis-
sippi.

Company to outline plans for pipeline 
American Midstream
to discuss project
during open house
Associated Press
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Temperature

Precipitation

AIR QUALITY INDEX

SUN AND MOON

MOON PHASES

WEATHER HISTORY

JACKSON AREA TODAY

0-50 Good; 51-100 Moderate; 101-150 Unhealthy for 
sensitive groups; 151-200 Unhealthy; 201-300 Very 
Unhealthy; 301-500 Hazardous

Source: airnow.gov

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

Tombigbee

JACKSON ALMANAC

NATIONAL CITIES
Shown are today’s noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day. 

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s 

highs and tonight’s lows.

FS CL Change(24-hr) FS CL Change(24-hr)

The solunar period indicates peak feeding 
times for fish and game.

Mississippi FS CL Change(24-hr.)

POLLEN INDEX
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WEATHER Updated weather at clarionledger.com

Leaf, Chickasawhay

Pearl Big Black

Yazoo-Sunflower

SOLUNAR TABLES

 Major Minor Major Minor

RESERVOIRS

RIVERS FS=Flood Stage, CL=Current Level

MISSISSIPPI ALMANAC

High/low  ............................................  88/68
Normal high/low  ................................  73/49
Record high  ..............................  90 in 1918
Record low  ................................  32 in 1971

24 hours through 4 p.m. yest. .............  0.00”
Month to date  .....................................  trace
Normal month to date  ........................  0.54”
Year to date  ....................................... 17.47”
Normal year to date  .........................  15.31”
Record this month................. 15.95” in 1991

Humidity at noon  ............................... 51%

Statistics through 4 p.m. yesterday.

Today Sun. Mon.
Cape Girardeau 32 18.34 down 1.19 19.00 17.40 19.00
New Madrid 34 23.32 down 2.94 22.10 22.70 22.10
Caruthersville 32 25.59 down 2.77 22.30 22.00 22.00
Memphis 34 24.00 down 2.80 21.40 19.60 18.80
Helena 44 36.00 down 1.80 33.40 31.00 29.40
Arkansas City 37 34.20 down 0.50 32.40 29.90 27.60
Greenville 48 47.30 down 0.40 46.30 44.10 41.70
Vicksburg 43 42.70 down 0.20 42.40 41.40 39.50
Natchez 48 50.00 none 49.80 49.50 48.60

Philadelphia 13 9.84 down 0.53
Edinburg 20 10.92 down 0.86
Jackson 28 10.69 down 1.41
Monticello 19 11.30 down 0.86
Columbia 17 6.99 down 0.89

Hattiesburg 22 2.87 down 0.07
Waynesboro 35 7.93 down 0.33
Leakesville 20 12.32 down 0.33

Apr. 4 11:47a 5:36a  ---- 5:57p
Apr. 5 12:10a 6:21a  12:32p 6:43p
Apr. 6 12:57a 7:09a  1:21p 7:32p
Apr. 7 1:49a 8:01a  2:13p 8:25p
Apr. 8 2:42a 8:55a  3:07p 9:20p

Ross Barnett 299 297.39 down 0.05 
Okatibbee 344 341.26 down 0.06
Arkabutla 238 226.99 down 0.12
Sardis 281 255.48 up 0.23
Enid 268 249.32 up 0.01
Grenada 231 211.99 down 0.05
Pickwick 408 409.87 down 0.78
Bay Springs 408 409.86 down 1.25

West 12 8.37 up 0.15
Bovina 28 24.38 down 0.11
Bentonia 22 15.50 down 5.81

Greenwood 35 21.48 down 0.85
Yazoo City 29 29.84 down 0.29

Tupelo 21 3.36 down 0.72
Amory 20 14.19 down 1.90

Anchorage 43/31/s 43/34/c
Atlanta 68/45/s 68/54/pc
Birmingham 65/43/s 69/56/pc
Boston 52/31/r 49/37/pc
Charlotte 67/37/pc 69/49/s
Chicago 57/40/pc 64/42/pc
Cincinnati 55/36/s 64/47/s
Dallas 67/53/s 63/59/t
Denver 64/35/s 72/41/pc
Detroit 51/35/pc 59/42/sh
Honolulu 84/71/sh 84/71/sh
Houston 69/58/c 77/66/c
Indianapolis 56/36/s 63/47/s
Las Vegas 81/55/s 80/55/s
Los Angeles 81/56/s 72/56/pc
Louisville 60/37/s 68/51/pc
Memphis 63/43/s 62/54/pc
Miami 86/71/s 84/72/sh
Minneapolis 56/36/pc 57/32/c
Mobile 72/52/pc 74/64/t
Nashville 63/36/s 69/51/pc
New Orleans 71/62/pc 77/69/t
New York City 52/38/pc 60/45/pc
Oklahoma City 65/48/s 65/56/c
Orlando 88/66/pc 83/66/pc
Pensacola 74/57/t 73/66/pc
Philadelphia 55/38/pc 63/44/pc
Phoenix 90/61/pc 90/61/s
Pittsburgh 47/34/pc 60/42/pc
St. Louis 62/41/s 67/52/pc
Salt Lake City 67/42/pc 71/44/c
San Francisco 61/49/pc 61/49/sh
Seattle 55/39/sh 56/42/c
Washington, DC 60/43/pc 68/50/s

Full Last New First

Apr. 4 Apr. 11 Apr. 18 Apr. 25

Today 7:46 p.m. 6:50 a.m.
Sunday 8:40 p.m. 7:25 a.m.

Today 6:45 a.m. 7:22 p.m.
Sunday 6:44 a.m. 7:23 p.m.

Pollen Index ratings as of yesterday

The U.S.S. Akron crashed on April 4, 
1933, during a wind-whipped storm near 
Barnegat Light, N.J. Fog-induced collisions, 
icebergs and storms have sunk many ships.

Forecasts
and graphics
provided by

AccuWeather, Inc.
©2015

Sunny and cooler A couple of afternoon 

t-storms

Cloudy, a thunderstorm; 

warmer

Cloudy spells; warm 

and humid

Cloudy with a t-storm 

in spots

Winds: NNE, 8-16 mph Winds: S, 7-14 mph Winds: S, 7-14 mph Winds: S, 7-14 mph
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Air Quality Index as of yesterday

Main pollutant: Particulates
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Today Sun.

Sunny and cooler today. Winds north-northeast 8-16 mph. 
Clear and cool tonight. Winds east 4-8 mph.

NATIONAL FORECAST FOR APRIL 4

Winds: SE, 6-12 mph

Levels for 7 a.m. yesterday

cent of your income,
but that’s a hard sell
these days since the
economy has been slow
to recover from the
recession. Many fam-
ilies are finding them-
selves in a hand-to-
mouth existence, not
really drowning but
treading water. Without
savings, a financial
crisis — such as losing a
job, having to replace a
car or a medical event
— can send a family
over the edge into a
cycle of debt or even
bankruptcy.

The study looked at
not just savings but how
Americans feel about
their financial picture
in general. There is
reason for optimism in
the numbers. Nearly a
third of respondents
said their financial
situation has improved
from one year ago, and
just 18 percent said it
has deteriorated. Over-
all, the study found the
second-highest level of
optimism since the
monthly survey began
in 2010.

Here’s a few more
findings:

» Job security is
rising. Those who are
feeling more secure in
their jobs than one year
ago outnumber those
who are feeling less
secure by a margin of
greater than two-to-one
(27 percent to 13 per-
cent).

» Debt’s causing less
discomfort. Consumers’
comfort level with debt
decreased slightly over
the past month but con-
tinues to remain posi-
tive relative to a year
ago. Twenty-three per-
cent of respondents are
feeling more comfort-
able with their debt,
and 20 percent are feel-
ing less comfortable
than in March 2014.

» Men are feeling

more comfortable with
savings. For the first
time since the survey
started, men are dem-
onstrating more com-
fort with their savings
than one year previous.

So, how do you put
away money when it’s
hard just to make ends
meet? There are a lot of
ideas out there, but I’ve
found a lot of great
advice from a site
called Feed the Pig
(feedthepig.org), run by
the American Institute
of CPAs. Feed the Pig
has a lot of advice about
clever ways to save.
Here are a couple of
their recommendations:

» Always be saving.
Regardless of what else
you’re doing, such as
paying down debt, don’t
neglect the need to put
some money aside.

» Don’t get discour-
aged. Don’t let mistakes
or detours stop you
from achieving your
long-term goals. 

» Also, many experts
recommend finding
savings in everyday
things. For example, if
you go to a coffee shop
every day, cut back to
three times a week and
drink coffee from the
office. If you spend $6
on that mocha latte,
take the $12 you would
have spent, and put it in
the bank instead. If you
did that for a year, you
would have $624 squir-
reled away for the fu-
ture. 

That’s just one of
many tips out there for
people who are trying
to get serious about
savings. 

If you’re looking for
some seriously creative
ideas about savings,
visit americasaves.org,
which is run by the
Consumer Federation
of America. While we
might not all be natural
savers, anyone can
learn. 

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@ gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 9A

NEW YORK — A jury in
Georgia has awarded
$150 million to the family
of a 4-year-old boy killed
when a Jeep Grand Chero-
kee exploded into flames
three years ago after be-
ing rear-ended. 

The jury said Chrysler,
the maker of Jeeps, must
pay nearly the full
amount.

Jurors in Decatur
County ruled Thursday
that Chrysler acted with
reckless disregard for hu-
man life in selling the
family of Remington “Re-
mi” Walden a 1999 Jeep
with a gas tank mounted
behind the rear axle.

Walden, of Bainbridge,
Georgia, was killed when
the Jeep driven by his
aunt was hit from behind
by a pickup truck in
March 2012. The fuel tank
leaked, engulfing the Jeep

in flames and killing the
boy.

The verdict comes
nearly two years after
Chrysler compromised
with a federal safety
agency and agreed to a
scaled-down recall of
some older-model Jeeps
with the rear-mounted
tanks. The tanks have lit-
tle structure to protect
them if struck from be-
hind, making them sus-
ceptible to punctures and
fires.

Federal documents
show that at least 75 peo-
ple have died in post-
crash fires because of the
rear-mounted fuel tanks.

The 11-woman, one-
man jury ruled after a
nine-day trial that Chrys-
ler was 99 percent at fault
for the crash and the pick-
up driver was 1 percent at
fault. Jurors also deter-
mined Chrysler failed to
warn the family of the
hazards of driving the
Jeep. They ruled that the

Waldens should get
$30 million for Remi’s
pain and suffering and
$120 million for the full
value of his life, accord-
ing to a verdict form.

Mike Palese, spokes-
man for Chrysler parent
company FCA US, said
the company is disap-
pointed with the verdict
and would appeal. Chrys-
ler, he said, was prevented
from presenting data sub-
mitted to federal safety
regulators showing that
the vehicles did not pose
an unreasonable safety
risk.

“The vehicles are not
defective,” Palese said.

Atlanta attorney Jim
Butler argued during the
trial that Remi’s death re-
sulted from the fire be-
cause of the gas tank’s
poor position. The child
was on his way to a tennis
lesson when the SUV was
struck from behind.

“Numerous witnesses
saw Remi struggling to
escape and heard him
screaming for help,” the
family’s lawsuit alleged.

Jury orders Chrysler to pay
$150M in fatal Jeep fire
Boy, 4, died when 1999 Grand
Cherokee exploded into flames
after SUV was rear-ended
Tom Krisher 
and Dee-Ann Durbin
Associated Press

LARGER JUDGMENTS
Although the verdict is large, it isn’t the largest judgment
ever against an automaker in a personal injury case. 
» In 1999, for example, a California jury ordered General
Motors Co. to pay $4.9 billion to Patricia Anderson and Jo
Tigner after their Chevrolet Malibu was rear-ended and
burst into flames. In that case, four children in the back
seat were severely injured. The amount was reduced on
appeal to $1.2 billion.
» And in 2004, a woman paralyzed when her Ford Explor-
er rolled over won a $369 million verdict from Ford Motor
Co. That was later reduced to $83 million, which Ford
eventually paid after exhausting its appeals all the way to
the U.S. Supreme Court.

NEW YORK — U.S. gov-
ernment bond prices
jumped and the dollar
dipped on Friday follow-
ing news that U.S. em-
ployers added the fewest
jobs in a month since De-
cember 2013. The stock
market was closed in ob-

servance of Good Friday.
Traders saw the weak-

er-than-expected job
gains in March as a sign
that the Federal Reserve
might delay raising inter-
est rates. The rise in bond
prices sent the yield on
the 10-year Treasury
down to its lowest level in
two months. Futures con-

tracts on the stock market
also fell.

The yield on the 10-
year Treasury note fell to
1.84 percent. That was
down from 1.91 percent
late Thursday. Standard &
Poor’s 500 index futures
fell 20 points, or 1 percent.
The dollar fell nearly
1 percent against the eu-

ro.
In a holiday-shortened

trading session, the U.S.
bond market wrapped up
at noon Eastern time. Ma-
jor European stock mar-
kets were closed, while
Asian market finished
mostly higher.

Dollar falls, bonds jump
after disappointing hiring
Associated Press


