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M
useum registrars are
charged with the
care and protection
of every piece of
artwork that comes
through a museum’s

doors — including artwork on loan and
those in a museum’s permanent col-
lection. My main duty is to arrange for
the packing and shipping of artwork
that is lent to the museum for chang-
ing exhibitions. I usually start making
shipping arrangements three months
in advance. I also catalog new acquisi-
tions and keep track of all of the art-
work in the permanent collection using
a collections database. 

Our staff works together to make
the museum run efficiently. For each
exhibition, our chief curator, Roger
Ward, locates artwork, researches and
writes labels. Our manager of exhibi-
tion design and installation, Kathleen
Varnell, designs the exhibition and
lays out the floor plan. I arrange for
the artwork to get to the museum and
make sure it arrives safely. And our
three preparators, LC “Tee” Tucker,
Melvin Johnson and Tom Jones, hang
the artwork on the wall. On a day-to-
day basis, Tee, Tom and Melvin help
me out the most. I wouldn’t get half of
my responsibilities done without them.

I just finished deinstalling the Civil
War drawings exhibition and am now
getting ready to receive the artwork
for our next exhibition, “George War-
dlaw, a Life in Art: Works from 1954-
2014,” opening May 29. The majority of
the artwork is coming from the artist
himself, but we have loans from Wich-
ita, New Orleans and Massachusetts.
I’m also getting the loan agreements
and shipping arrangements started for
“Bright Fields: The Mastery of Marie
Hull,” an exhibition opening in Sep-
tember. 

The museum is also digitizing a
large portion of the collection to be
posted on our website. I’m the project
leader and work with the digitization
project manager to get the artwork
photographed and in the database. We
hope to go live next year. 

I made the decision to get into the
museum field in college. I started out
as a science major and quickly found
out chemistry and I didn’t get along. I
had always loved history and visiting
museums so I changed my major and
started volunteering at the local mu-
seum. I knew right away that I had
found my calling. I naturally am very
organized, meticulous and attentive to
detail — all these things are essential
to being a registrar.

I’m originally from Orange, Cali-
fornia, an hour south of Los Angeles. I
went to undergrad at Colorado State
University and majored in history. I
got my master’s degree in public histo-
ry from the University of South Caroli-
na and a certificate in museum man-
agement in 2012. 

After I graduated from my master’s
program, I was offered a collections
job at the Mississippi Agriculture and
Forestry Museum. I was there for
about a year-and-a-half and loved it,
but I knew I wanted to shift my career
back to art, so when this job opened, I
applied and thankfully got the position.
I’ve been here since February 2014. 

The most exciting project from my
year here is getting to serve as courier
for our Georgia O’Keefe painting,
“The Old Maple.” The painting had
been part of a traveling exhibition
about O’Keefe, and San Francisco was

the last venue, so I got to go and over-
see its deinstallation and packing.
Another perk of being a registrar is
that I have permission to handle the
artwork. In September, I got up close
and personal with a Manet painting
for our Robert Henri exhibition, as
well as other masters such as Ribera,
Sargent and Cassatt.

It is a little stressful to be respon-
sible for priceless artwork, and it can
be difficult to coordinate shipments
with several different institutions,
but that’s what keeps me on my toes.
And when everything comes together
and is mounted on the wall, that’s the
greatest joy. 

— As told to The Clarion-Ledger

IT’S MY JOB

ART MUSEUM
REGISTRAR

Caitlin Podas of Jackson’s Fondren neighborhood is the registrar
for the Mississippi Museum of Art in downtown Jackson.

I had always loved history
and visiting museums so I

changed my major and
started volunteering at the

local museum. I knew
right away that I had

found my calling.

RICK GUY/THE CLARION-LEDGER

Catlin Podas is the registrar for the Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson. 
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Business
Reunion qualifies
for C Spire service

Homeowner pre-regis-
tration in the city of Mad-
ison exceeded the re-
quired threshold late last
week — helping it qualify
its first area for C Spire’s
Fiber to the Home In-
ternet access and related
services. 

Madison’s Reunion
fiberhood reached its
pre-registration target
April 23 — 36 days after
municipal leaders prom-
ised to sign up more resi-
dents faster than any
other Mississippi city for
the suite of services that
includes the ultra-fast 1
Gbps (Gigabit per sec-
ond) Internet, Super HD
TV and home phone. 

The previous fastest
qualifying record was 51
days, achieved by both
Ridgeland and Starkville
last year. 

Webinar explains
land easements 

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture/Natural
Resources Conservation
Service will host a webi-
nar at 10 a.m. Monday for
those interested in partic-
ipating in a program to
provide cost-share assis-
tance to buy agricultural
land easements from
eligible landowners to
protect the agricultural
use, including grazing
uses and related conser-
vation values. 

Land trusts, nonprofits
and landowners are
among the entities that
may be interested in the
Agricultural Conserva-
tion Easement Program’s
Agricultural Land Ease-
ments 

This webinar will pro-
vide information and
eligibility requirements.
NRCS personnel will be
available to answer ques-
tions on the application
and ranking process. 

Register at http://
bit.ly/1FyNBcg. 

Coast contractor
nets big contracts 

Gulfport-based Roy
Anderson Corp. has been
awarded four contracts
collectively valued at
$127 million.

Those projects, the
contract values of which
will be included in the
company’s first and sec-
ond quarter backlog, are: 

» University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center/
School of Medicine —
approximately $50 mil-
lion to build the new four-
story, 171,000-square-foot
building with classrooms,
laboratories, amphithe-
aters, study space, ad-
ministrative offices and
student lounges. 

» University of Mis-
sissippi Union Addition &
Renovation, Oxford —
approximately $46 mil-
lion to build a new four-
story, 94,000-square-foot
student union and the
interior and exterior
renovation of the existing
three-story, 129,234-
square-foot student union
building. 

» UMMC — approxi-
mately $18 million for a
new 330,000-square-foot,
eight-story, 980-car, pre-
cast concrete parking
garage with a structural
steel and glass bridge
connecting this garage to
the existing dental school. 

» Louisiana Cancer
Research Center — ap-
proximately $13 million
for the fit-out of two
25,000-square-foot floors
in a 10-story building. 

KFG completes
Adams oil well

Natchez-based KFG
Petroleum Corp. and its
partners have completed
the Craig No. 5 well in
Adams County, flowing
98 barrels of oil per day,
Robert A. Kadane, presi-
dent of parent company
KFG Resources Ltd., said
in a news release. 

The company has a
21.5 percent working
interest in the well. 

— Staff, wire reports

PORTFOLIO

I remember the feeling of
opening the mail that day as a
19-year-old college student.
The letter from Shell Oil Co.
was addressed to me (for the
first time, not my parents), and
enclosed was a credit card.
“Congratulations!” went the
letter. “Based on your good
credit history, you have earned
the enclosed credit card.” I
remember the feeling of power
that was in my hands that day;
in a way, it was a coming of age
of sorts. 

I used that card for years to

buy gas, paying meticulously
on time and rarely incurring
finance charges. There were
no rewards programs back

then for that particular card —
just the convenience and pres-
tige that little bit of plastic
gave me. I took little thought at
the time as to whether I was
actually ready to handle credit.
In years to come, I would find
credit cards to be a blessing
and a curse (now my opinion is
weighted more toward the
“curse” side of the equation). 

That was, of course, dec-
ades before the CARD Act of
2009, which placed strict limits
on how companies can market
and issue credit cards to young

adults; 19-year-olds today have
to demonstrate they can repay
balances or have their parents
sign off on their having their
own accounts. But a recent
study has raised an important
issue once again: How old
should people be before they
get a credit card? 

According to a study com-
missioned by Creditcards.com,
more than one in three 18- to
29-year-olds have never had a
credit card. (The study only 

How old should you be before you get a credit card?

BILL MOAK

See MOAK, Page 3C
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discusses credit cards,
not debit or prepaid
cards.) The survey also
asked when Americans
believe someone should
get their first credit card
in their own name. The
average response was
age 22 and the median
was 21. Some people
believe credit cards
should never be used,
while others believe they
are a part of learning
responsible financial
stewardship. 

Generally, those op-
posed to credit cards
point to the potential for
misuse and the public’s
lack of education on fi-
nancial literacy. Indeed,
that feeling of “buy now,
pay later” power I men-
tioned can encourage
people to throw caution
to the wind; many young
people have found them-
selves in financial trou-
ble when they finally got
the bill for that TV they
bought on a whim. Ad-
vocates of using credit
cards point to the impor-
tance of skills like bud-
geting, learning lessons
about interest compound-
ing and the power of
delayed gratification.
And, in fact, credit cards
can provide greater pur-
chase protections and
sometimes-useful re-
wards. Regardless,
young people learn from
their parents, peers and
cold reality; our genera-
tion has not always mod-
eled good habits for
them.

“Millennials’ financial
views were forged dur-
ing the Great Recession
and in the apocalyptic job
market that they and
their friends have faced.
That skittishness has
pushed them away from
credit cards toward debit
and prepaid cards,” said
Matt Schulz, CreditCard-
s.com’s senior analyst.
“As their careers ad-
vance and the economy
continues to improve, I
expect millennials to
transition to credit cards
in search of greater re-

wards and consumer
protections.”

Here are some other
findings from the study: 

» A third of Amer-
icans say 18- to 20-year-
olds should have their
own credit cards, and a
small minority (3 per-
cent) think it’s OK for
people under age 18 to
have their own cards.
Hispanics are the most
likely to favor credit
cards for people under
age 21.

» Nearly half of credit
card holders got their
first card before age 21
(many of these people —
like me — did so prior to
the CARD Act) and 68
percent signed up before
age 25.

» Rural residents
appear to be a lot more
cautious about credit
cards. About half of peo-
ple living in rural areas

think someone should get
their first credit card
before age 25, compared
to 70 percent of urban/
suburban residents who
would say that’s a good
idea. And 9 percent of
rural residents say peo-
ple should never sign up
for a credit card at all.

Regardless of where
you come down on the
equation, it would be a
good idea for parents to
sit down with their kids
and have a discussion
about credit cards. Many
studies have suggested
that young people who
are armed with the facts
are less likely to make
bad decisions about cred-
it, which could have ef-
fects well into their fi-
nancial futures.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 1C

VALUES GOOD THRU 05-06-15

ROSE SALE

AZALEA SUPER SALE
10 OR MORE

#1 POT

EA.
$299

EA.
$249 REG. $19.99

#3 POT

EA.
$1199

MANY COLORS AND VARIETIES
TRUCK LOADS OF FRESH PLANTS

FRESH SHIPMENT

FRUIT TREE SALE

SPRING HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:00-7:00  SAT. 8:00-6:00  SUN. 12:00 - 6:00

PLEASE VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.lakelandyardandgarden.com

LIKE US!

OUTDOOR LIFESTYLES

BULK ORGANICS
B Y  T H E  YA R D

WE WILL LOAD YOUR TRUCK 
DELIVERY IS ALSO AVAILABLE

•TOPSOIL
•PINE BARK MULCH
•SHARP SAND
•BLACK MULCH
• HARDWOOD MULCH
•DAN’S DIRT

• RED SUNSET MULCH
•PLANTING MIX
•CYPRESS MULCH
•RED DURA MULCH
•PEA GRAVEL

REG. $4.99

follow us on Pinterest

SPECIAL PRICES
ON

PATIO FURNITURE
LARGE SHIPMENT OF 

PATIO FURNITURE
UMBRELLAS

AND CUSHIONS
JUST ARRIVED!

#3 CONTAINERS
DRIFT AND KNOCKOUT ROSES

$1999
 each

Regular price $24.99

Many Colors and Varieties

LARGE SELECTIONS
• HERBS

•ANNUALS
• PERENNIALS
•VEGETABLES
• HANGING 

BASKETS
MANY SIZES 

AND VARIETIES

PLANTS OF THE WEEK
Native
Azaleas
Orange or Pink

3 Gal.

$1488
Reg. $29.99

HYDRANGEAS
LIMELIGHT

ENDLESS SUMMER
BLUSHING BRIDE
BLOOM STRUCK
TWIST N SHOUT

MERRITS
NIKKO BLUE

OAK LEAF

CALADIUM BULBS

MANY VARIETIES

59¢ and
$1.19

STELLA D’ORO
AND

HAPPY 
RETURNS
DAYLILY
#1 POT
SALE
$388 

REG $8.99

• APPLE
• PEACHES
• PLUMS

• PEARS
• FIGS $1988EA

Regular price $39.99

SALE!
BUY 3 BAGS OF DIGGER’S 

DELIGHT POTTING SOIL OR 

DAN’S DIRT RAISED BED MIX 

AND GET 1 FREE!

Early Bird Sale
Sweet Potato Vine 

Lime Green
4” Pot

May 2, 2015
8:00am to 10:00am

99¢ EA
REG: $2.89 LIMIT 10
WHILE SELECTION LAST

Highland Colony Financial Center

1063 Highland Colony Parkway      Ridgeland, MS 39157

Robby Carr, Justin Gauthier, Johnny Beck, Daniel Barham

601 856 3380

ctbonline.com

FANTASTIC RATE

1.10 APY*

THREE YEAR TERM

Introducing a Certificate of Deposit that offers a competitive 

rate with 2 rate jumps for the life of the CD – truly something 

to celebrate.

A G REAT  RAT E  S TART S  W I T H  A  G R E AT  C ONVE R S AT IO N 

C A L L  U S  A N D  S E E  W H AT  H A P P E N S .

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) are as of February 9, 2015. Minimum 
balance to open is $500. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. 

Customer has 2 jumps for this CD. Customer must initiate the jumps.
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