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Business
‘Israel meets Miss.’
summit this month

Gov. Phil Bryant and
Ambassador Opher Avi-
ran, consul general of
Israel to the Southeast
U.S., are hosting the
“Israel Meets Mississip-
pi” business summit
luncheon April 28 at the
Jackson Convention
Complex. 

The summit will help
Mississippi businesses
link with prequalified,
prospective partners
based in Israel and gain
knowledge about innova-
tive products and ser-
vices. 

As part of the summit,
Bryant and Aviran will
host a luncheon open to
participants and local
economic development
professionals. 

Lamar Co. hires firm
to fight annexation 

Lamar County has
hired a Jackson law firm
to aid in the county’s
opposition to potential
future annexation plans
by the city of Hatties-
burg. 

The Hattiesburg
American reports the
Board of Supervisors
approved the selection of
attorney Chad Mast
Thursday. 

Last week, Hatties-
burg adopted an ordi-
nance extending the
corporate limits of the
city to include certain
lands situated in Lamar
County. 

That brought a public
reaction from a small
group in central Lamar
County that had been
working on the possibil-
ity of incorporating what
would be known as the
city of Bellevue. 

The group is sched-
uled to appear before the
board May 4. 

Mast said his hiring
was related strictly to
potential annexation
issues with Hattiesburg,
not incorporation. 

Quitman mayor
receives honor 

Eddie Fulton, mayor
of one of the smallest
towns in America with
ultra-fast 1 Gbps consum-
er broadband Internet
access, was honored
recently for his technol-
ogy advocacy efforts in
Mississippi by Broad-
band Communities. 

Fulton, mayor of
2,300-population Quitman
in Mississippi’s rural
Clarke County, received
the 2015 Cornerstone
Award Wednesday dur-
ing a special program
attended by more than
1,000 broadband industry
leaders at the annual
Broadband Communities
Summit in Austin, Texas.

Fulton was instru-
mental in helping forge a
unique public-private
technology infrastruc-
ture partnership with C
Spire. 

A panel of industry
leaders who served as
Cornerstone judges
praised Fulton and other
municipal leaders, in-
cluding Ridgeland Mayor
Gene McGee and Stark-
ville Mayor Parker Wise-
man, for partnering with
C Spire and aggressively
pursuing the next-gener-
ation broadband technol-
ogy infrastructure in
their communities. 

Ridgeland manager
appointed to board

Franchise Services of
North America Inc. an-
nounced that Brad Kjar,
U-Save Car & Truck
Rental’s director of oper-
ations in Ridgeland, was
appointed to the board of
directors of the Amer-
ican Car Rental Associa-
tion. 

The association is
dedicated to the better-
ment of the car rental
industry.

Kjar will join the
board for the first meet-
ing in Las Vegas. 

— Staff, wire photos

PORTFOLIO

SAN FRANCISCO — Goo-
gle is about to change the
way its influential search
engine recommends
websites on smartphones
and tablets in a shift
that’s expected to sway
where millions of people
shop, eat and find infor-
mation.

The revised formula,
scheduled to be released
Tuesday, will favor web-

sites that Google defines
as “mobile-friendly.”
Websites that don’t fit the
description will be de-
moted in Google’s search
results on smartphones
and tablets, while those
meeting the criteria will
be more likely to appear
at the top of the rankings
— a prized position that
can translate into more
visitors and money.

Although Google’s
new formula won’t affect
searches on desktop and

laptop computers, it will
have a huge influence on
how and where people
spend their money, given
that more people are re-
lying on their smart-
phones to compare prod-
ucts in stores and look for
restaurants. That’s why
Google’s new rating sys-
tem is being billed by
some search experts as
“Mobile-geddon.”

“Some sites are going
to be in for a big surprise
when they find a drastic
change in the amount of
people visiting them
from mobile devices,”
said Itai Sadan, CEO of

website-building service
Duda.

It’s probably the most
significant change Goo-
gle Inc. has ever made to
its mobile search rank-
ings, according to Matt
McGee, editor-in-chief
for Search Engine Land, a
trade publication that fol-
lows every tweak the
company makes to its
closely guarded algo-
rithms.

Here are a few things
to know about what’s hap-
pening and why Google is
doing it:

» Making mobile
friends: To stay in Goo-

gle’s good graces, web-
sites must be designed so
they load quickly on mo-
bile devices. Content
must also be easily acces-
sible by scrolling up and
down — without having to
also swipe to the left or
right. It also helps if all
buttons for making pur-
chases or taking other ac-
tions on the website can
be easily seen and
touched on smaller
screens.

If a website has been
designed with only PC us-
ers in mind, the graphics 

Google favors ‘mobile-friendly’
Changes affect queries made
from smartphones, tablets
Michael Liedtke
Associated Press

See GOOGLE, Page 10A

From above, five
years after the BP well
explosion, the Gulf of
Mexico looks clean,
green and whole again,
teeming with life — a
testament to the resil-
ience of nature.

But there’s more than
surface shimmering blue
and emerald to the after-
math of the Deepwater
Horizon spill. And it’s not
as pretty a picture — nor
is it as clear.

Federal data and nu-
merous scientific studies
show lingering problems.
Splotches of oil still dot
the seafloor and wads of
tarry petroleum-smell-

ing material hide in pock-
ets in the marshes of Bar-
ataria Bay. Dolphin
deaths have more than
tripled. Nests of endan-
gered Kemp’s Ridley sea
turtles plummeted after
the spill. Some fish have
developed skin lesions
along with oil in internal
organs. 

In some cases the con-
nection to the BP spill is
solid, in other cases it is
harder to prove a direct
causal link to the spill of
millions of gallons of oil
over 87 days.

“Look, we put nature
on a treadmill, and I think
it did very very well. We
should consider our-
selves lucky,” said Chris
Reddy of the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute.
But then he said, “it’s the
things that we don’t see
that have been a con-
cern.”

To assess the health of
the Gulf of Mexico, The
Associated Press sur-
veyed 26 marine scien-
tists about two dozen as-
pects of the fragile eco-
system to see how this vi-
tal waterway has
changed since before the
April 2010 spill. On aver-
age, the researchers
graded an 11percent drop
in the overall health of
the Gulf of Mexico.

The surveyed scien-
tists on average said that
before the spill, the Gulf
was a 73 on a 0 to 100
scale. Now it’s a 65. In the
survey, scientists report
the biggest drops in rat-
ing the current health of
oysters, dolphins, sea tur-
tles, marshes and the sea-
floor. The AP also inter-
viewed more than two
dozen other scientists.

“The spill was — and
continues to be — a disas-

ter,” said Oregon State
marine sciences profes-
sor Jane Lubchenco, who
was the head of the Na-
tional Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion during the spill. “The
bottom line is that oil is
nasty stuff. Yes, the Gulf
is resilient, but it was hit
pretty darn hard.”

Lubchenco said some
of her worst fears about
dead zones or oil spread-
ing farther didn’t materi-
alize. But she added:
“That’s not to say there is
no impact.”

BP put out a 40-page
report in March, pro-
nouncing the Gulf mostly
recovered, noting that
less than 2 percent of the
water and seafloor sedi-
ment samples exceeded
federal toxicity levels.

“Data collected thus
far shows that the envi-
ronmental catastrophe

that so many feared, per-
haps understandably at
the time, did not come to
pass, and the Gulf is re-
covering faster than ex-
pected,” BP’s senior vice
president and spokesman
Geoff Morrell said in an
email. “This is in large
part due to the Gulf’s re-
silience, natural process-
es and the effectiveness
of response and clean-up
efforts mounted by BP
under the direction of the
federal government.”

And in fact, there are
experts who are sur-
prised by how the Gulf
has bounced back. Sa-
mantha Joye of the Uni-
versity of Georgia, who
often paints a bleak pic-
ture of oil on the seafloor,
recalled that in 2010 she
dove in an area where the
seafloor “was really ham-

AP

In this April 21, 2010, photo provided by the U.S. Coast Guard, fire boat response crews spray water on the burning BP Deepwater Horizon offshore oil rig. The
April 20, 2010, explosion at the platform killed 11 men, and the subsequent leak released an estimated 172 million gallons of petroleum into the Gulf. 

Gulf health 5 years
after BP spill:

Resilient yet scarred
Studies show
lingering issues
Seth Borenstein 
and Cain Burdeau
Associated Press

See SPILL, Page 10A

Under a new set of
guidelines proposed by
the U.S. Department of
Labor this week, people
who give advice to peo-
ple about retirement
planning would be sub-
ject to more stringent
rules about potential
conflicts of interest. 

We’ve been in the
midst of baby boomer
retirement for the past
decade or so, and while
the last of the boomers
still have a few years
before reaching the age
where they can draw
Social Security, we have
already seen unprece-
dented numbers of
Americans taking their
retirement. Some esti-
mates suggest holders of
401(k)s, IRAs and other

retirement assets will be
investing more than $7
trillion by 2016. Since
there’s lots of money to
be made in helping sen-
iors figure out how to
make the most of their
retirement savings,
services to seniors are
skyrocketing. But what
happens after the trans-
action may not be clear
to investors, particularly

when and how agents
are compensated from
commissions, or whether
their products are actu-
ally in the best interest
of their clients. For ex-
ample, if an adviser has
an incentive to sell prod-
ucts that generate high-
er commissions — but
which don’t necessarily
suit your needs — that
could be considered a
conflict of interest. 

The new proposed
regulations, while far
from a done deal, would
cause profound changes
to 40-year-old rules. The
intent is to close loop-
holes that could allow
broker-dealers, insur-
ance agents and other
financial planners for
401(k)s and IRAs to re-

ceive payments from
mutual fund companies
or similar interests with-
out informing their cus-
tomers. 

“A White House
Council of Economic
Advisers analysis found
that conflicts of interest
result in annual losses of
about 1 percentage point
for affected retirement
savers — or about $17
billion per year in total,”
noted an article on the
Department of Labor’s
website. “To demon-
strate how small differ-
ences can add up: A 1
percentage point lower
return could reduce
your savings by more
than a quarter over 35
years. In other words,
instead of a $10,000 re-

tirement investment
growing to more than
$38,000 over that period
after adjusting for in-
flation, it would be just
over $27,500.” 

A key provision of the
proposed rules would
require that a financial
adviser act as a fiducia-
ry, who has legal and
ethical obligations to
look after the client’s
own interests first. 

“This boils down to a
very simple concept: If
someone is paid to give
you retirement invest-
ment advice, that person
should be working in
your best interest,” said
Secretary of Labor
Thomas E. Perez. “ Un-

Financial planners face new regulations

BILL MOAK

See MOAK, Page 10A
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MARKETS & MONEY
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NYSE      NASD

DOW 18102.56 17748.53 17826.30 -279.47 -1.54% +0.02%

DOW Trans. 8697.00 8620.65 8647.50 -60.86 -0.70% -5.39%

DOW Util. 587.70 581.12 583.28 -2.01 -0.34% -5.63%

NYSE Comp. 11113.51 11010.93 11058.45 -111.30 -1.00% +2.02%

NASDAQ 4974.09 4912.33 4931.82 -75.97 -1.52% +4.13%

S&P 500 2102.58 2072.37 2081.18 -23.81 -1.13% +1.08%

S&P 400 1534.24 1510.97 1515.80 -18.44 -1.20% +4.36%

Wilshire 5000 22324.91 21974.90 22060.79 -264.12 -1.18% +1.80%

Russell 2000 1264.22 1248.23 1251.86 -21.04 -1.65% +3.91%

HIGH            LOW            CLOSE          CHG.       %CHG.         YTDStocksRecap

Mattel shares jumped 6 percent Friday after the toy maker reported a 
narrower loss than anticipated. 

The company said after trading Thursday that it has taken 
a number of steps to implement a rapid turnaround and is 
beginning to benefit from that. The maker of Barbie dolls and 
Hot Wheels cars had been struggling with weaker sales of 

some of its key toy lines since the holiday season. 
Mattel reported a loss of $58.2 million in its first quarter, or 17 cents per share. After adjusting for severance 

costs and costs related to mergers and acquisitions, its losses came to 8 cents per share. That topped Wall Street 
expectations. Analysts surveyed by Zacks Investment Research were anticipating a loss of 9 cents per share.

Its revenue of $922.7 million also surpassed market forecasts; analysts expected $898 million.

*annualized Source: FactSetAP

Mattel (MAT)

Price-earnings ratio: 20
(Based on past 12-month results) 

MAT -25.2% -1.8 6.4
1-yr 3-yr* 5-yr*

Div. yield: 5.6% Dividend: $1.52

Friday’s close: $26.75 Total return

Company
Spotlight

Mattel shares jump

$22 40
52-WEEK RANGE

AT&T Inc T 32.071 37.48 32.51 -.24 -0.7 -3.2 -4.1 27 5.8

Apache Corp APA 54.344 104.57 70.38 -.43 -0.6 +12.3 -14.7 dd 1.4

ATMOS Energy ATO 46.646 59.35 54.03 -.24 -0.4 -3.1 +10.7 18 2.9

BancorpSouth BXS 19.229 25.43 24.42 -.27 -1.1 +8.5 +5.4 20 1.2

Baxter Intl BAX 65.954 77.31 69.91 -.24 -0.3 -4.6 -1.7 15 3.0

Cal-Maine Foods Inc CALM 29.016 48.31 40.00 -.71 -1.7 +2.5 +35.5 13 2.5

Callon Petrol CPE 4.096 12.09 8.74 -.34 -3.7 +60.4 -2.2 21 ...

Cardinal Health CAH 63.060 91.59 89.55 -.11 -0.1 +10.9 +33.8 26 1.5

Caterpillar Inc CAT 78.192 111.46 83.28 -1.06 -1.3 -9.0 -15.3 14 3.4

CenturyLink Inc CTL 33.412 45.67 34.68 -.60 -1.7 -12.4 +7.8 26 6.2

Chevron Corp CVX 98.883 135.10 109.11 -1.05 -1.0 -2.7 -6.1 11 3.9

Citizens Holding CIZN 17.045 19.94 18.30 ... ... -5.8 -0.3 12 5.0

Comcast Corp A CMCSA 47.749 60.70 58.42 -1.25 -2.1 +0.7 +23.2 18 1.7

Denbury Res DNR 6.043 18.59 9.04 -.37 -3.9 +11.2 -42.9 4 2.8

DuPont DD 63.705 80.65 71.55 -.70 -1.0 -3.2 +9.4 18 2.6

Duke Energy DUK 68.815 89.97 77.31 ... ... -7.5 +9.9 29 4.1

Eastgroup Prop EGP 57.982 69.90 60.04 -.59 -1.0 -5.2 -1.8 38 3.8

Entergy ETR 70.264 92.02 77.29 -.07 -0.1 -11.6 +12.0 13 4.3

FedEx Corp FDX 130.648 183.51 168.00 -1.24 -0.7 -3.3 +27.1 19 .5

First Bncshs Miss. FBMS 13.747 17.48 16.20 +.22 +1.4 +11.6 +9.4 14 .9

Freds Inc FRED 13.076 19.47 16.79 -.01 -0.1 -3.6 -3.7 dd 1.4

Gannett Co GCI 25.538 37.76 34.95 -1.00 -2.8 +9.5 +38.0 8 2.3

GenCorp GY 15.117 23.39 20.48 -.26 -1.3 +11.9 +19.6 dd ...

Gen Electric GE 23.418 28.68 27.25 -.03 -0.1 +7.8 +7.9 18 3.4

Hancock Holding HBHC 24.965 36.74 29.97 -.67 -2.2 -2.4 -10.2 14 3.2

Haverty Furn HVT 19.544 27.33 22.06 -.62 -2.7 +0.2 -5.3 17 1.5

Hill-Rom Hldgs HRC 35.450 51.34 51.04 +.04 +0.1 +11.9 +40.3 50 1.3

Home Depot HD 74.619 117.99 112.10 -1.27 -1.1 +6.8 +50.7 24 2.1

Intl Paper IP 44.248 57.90 54.05 -.62 -1.1 +0.9 +25.2 20 3.0

Isle Capri Casino ISLE 6.250 15.10 14.31 -.24 -1.6 +71.0 +103.5 dd ...

Kinder Morgan Inc KMI 32.100 44.09 43.90 +.22 +0.5 +3.8 +36.4 48 4.4

Kroger Co KR 43.799 77.74 71.84 -1.53 -2.1 +11.9 +67.1 21 1.0

L-3 Communications LLL 99.337 132.92 122.44 -1.98 -1.6 -3.0 +8.4 15 2.1

La-Z-Boy Inc LZB 19.039 28.38 26.76 -.80 -2.9 -0.3 +11.4 22 1.2

MGM Resorts Intl MGM 17.255 27.64 21.43 -.52 -2.4 +0.2 -9.4 dd ...

Magal Secur MAGS 3.376 6.18 5.05 +.07 +1.4 -13.1 +39.1 dd ...

McDonalds Corp MCD 87.625 103.78 94.88 -.75 -0.8 +1.3 -1.9 20 3.6

Monsanto Co MON 105.765 128.79 116.70 -2.23 -1.9 -2.3 +7.4 25 1.5

Northrop Grumman NOC 116.118 172.30 160.16 -3.22 -2.0 +8.7 +37.8 17 1.7

Nucor Corp NUE 42.933 58.76 46.41 -.97 -2.0 -5.4 -6.4 21 3.2

Paccar Inc PCAR 55.345 71.15 62.77 -1.18 -1.8 -7.7 +0.2 16 1.4

Parkway Properties PKY 16.601 21.80 16.87 -.16 -0.9 -8.3 -2.3 44 4.4

Peoples Fincl Miss PFBX 9.711 13.75 9.81 +.05 +0.5 -21.2 -26.9 dd 2.0

PepsiCo PEP 83.058 100.76 95.81 -.64 -0.7 +1.3 +16.9 22 2.7

Quanta Services PWR 25.344 37.49 29.11 -.41 -1.4 +2.5 -17.6 22 ...

Raytheon Co RTN 89.178 113.36 107.72 -1.21 -1.1 -0.4 +12.5 16 2.5

Regions Fncl RF 8.595 10.96 9.59 -.11 -1.1 -9.2 -4.3 12 2.1

Renasant Corp RNST 26.149 30.92 29.99 -.68 -2.2 +3.7 +14.7 16 2.3

Sanderson Farms SAFM 74.952 103.90 79.31 -1.46 -1.8 -5.6 +0.5 6 1.1

Schlumberger Ltd SLB 75.604 118.76 92.86 +.97 +1.1 +8.7 -7.3 23 2.2

Southern Co SO 41.872 53.16 44.11 ... ... -10.2 +0.9 20 4.8

Stein Mart SMRT 7.838 12.95 11.68 -.35 -2.9 +14.8 +35.5 20 2.6

Toyota Mot TM 105.679 145.80 138.43 -.55 -0.4 +10.3 +29.3 ...

Trustmark TRMK 21.057 25.13 23.71 -.50 -2.1 -3.4 +5.4 13 3.9

Tyson Foods TSN 34.905 44.00 39.03 -.30 -0.8 -2.6 -7.2 13 1.0

Verizon Comm VZ 45.095 53.66 48.90 -.37 -0.8 +4.5 +9.2 20 4.5

WalMart Strs WMT 72.613 90.97 77.88 -1.36 -1.7 -9.3 +5.1 16 2.5

Wells Fargo & Co WFC 46.448 56.29 54.05 -.76 -1.4 -1.4 +14.5 13 2.6

Weyerhaeuser WY 27.485 37.04 31.55 -.60 -1.9 -12.1 +19.1 24 3.7

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE YTD       1YR       
NAME                      TICKER        LO                     HI        CLOSE  CHG %CHG   %CHG   %RTN    P/E     YLD

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE YTD       1YR       
NAME                      TICKER        LO                     HI        CLOSE  CHG %CHG   %CHG   %RTN    P/E     YLD

Stocks of Local Interest

PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.

Interestrates

The yield on the 
10-year Trea-
sury fell to 1.87 
percent Friday. 
Yields affect 
rates on mort-
gages and other 
consumer loans.

NET      1YR
TREASURIES               YEST      PVS          CHG     AGO

3.25

3.25

3.25

.13

.13

.13

PRIME
RATE

FED
FUNDS

3-month T-bill .01 0.01 ... .03

6-month T-bill .07 0.07 ... .05

52-wk T-bill .20 0.19 +0.01 .09

2-year T-note .51 0.48 +0.03 .38

5-year T-note 1.31 1.30 +0.01 1.73

10-year T-note 1.87 1.89 -0.02 2.73

30-year T-bond 2.52 2.58 -0.06 3.52

NET       1YR
BONDS                          YEST       PVS      CHG     AGO

Barclays LongT-BdIdx 2.37 2.41 -0.04 3.33
Bond Buyer Muni Idx 4.24 4.23 +0.01 4.65
Barclays USAggregate 2.00 2.02 -0.02 2.33
Barclays US High Yield 5.90 5.89 +0.01 5.08
Moodys AAA Corp Idx 3.47 3.48 -0.01 4.19
Barclays CompT-BdIdx 1.58 1.60 -0.02 1.90
Barclays US Corp 2.84 2.86 -0.02 3.00

YEST
6 MO AGO
1 YR AGO

Commodities
The price of 
crude oil fell for 
the first time in 
seven days, giv-
ing up nearly $1 
per barrel a day 
after hitting its 
highest price of 
the year. Natu-
ral gas fell, and 
gold rose. 

Crude Oil (bbl) 55.74 56.71 -1.71 +4.6

Ethanol (gal) 1.61 1.59 -0.38 -1.0

Heating Oil (gal) 1.88 1.91 -1.34 +1.9

Natural Gas (mm btu) 2.63 2.68 -1.86 -8.8

Unleaded Gas (gal) 1.93 1.94 -0.28 +34.5

FUELS                          CLOSE PVS.    %CHG %YTD

Gold (oz) 1202.90 1198.00 +0.41 +1.6

Silver (oz) 16.22 16.28 -0.34 +4.2

Platinum (oz) 1166.80 1158.50 +0.72 -3.5

Copper (lb) 2.78 2.79 -0.07 -1.9

Palladium (oz) 782.65 779.45 +0.41 -2.0

METALS                     CLOSE PVS. %CHG %YTD

Cattle (lb) 1.58 1.61 -1.87 -4.8

Coffee (lb) 1.39 1.40 -0.64 -16.8

Corn (bu) 3.80 3.76 +0.93 -4.4

Cotton (lb) 0.63 0.64 -1.12 +5.0

Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 248.00 255.30 -2.86 -25.1

Orange Juice (lb) 1.15 1.15 +0.48 -17.9

Soybeans (bu) 9.69 9.66 +0.28 -5.0

Wheat (bu) 4.95 4.95 ... -16.2

AGRICULTURE              CLOSE       PVS.   %CHG %YTD

NEW YORK — Fear that
Greece could default and
abandon the euro rattled
global financial markets
Friday.

News that negotiations
between Greece and its
international lenders are
making little progress
sent European stock mar-
kets down sharply, and
the selling spread across
the Atlantic. By the close
of U.S. trading, stocks
across industries were
lower, with four of five
stocks down. Investors
shifted money into Ger-
man government bonds, a
perceived haven in trou-
bled times.

In the U.S., disappoint-
ing first-quarter financial
results from several big
companies fed the selling.
After American Express
reported revenue that fell
short of expectations, in-
vestors drove down its
stock more than 4 per-
cent.

“The day of reckoning”
for Greece is fast ap-
proaching, said Uri Lan-
desman, president of in-
vestment fund Platinum
Partners. “People thought
everyone would work it
out, but if no one caves,
there won’t be a deal.”

For all the turmoil in
the markets, major U.S.
stock indexes closed the
day with relatively mod-
est losses. At one point,
the Dow Jones industrial
average was down 357,
heading for its worst day
in six months. 

The Dow regained
some of those losses to-
ward the close of trading,
ending down 279.47 to
17,826.30, a drop of 1.5 per-
cent.

MARKETS

Turmoil
in Greece
shakes
stocks
Bernard Condon
Associated Press

der the proposed rule,
retirement advisers
can be paid in various
ways, as long as they
are willing to put their
customers’ best in-
terest first.”

One group, the
Securities Industry
and Financial Markets
Association, wasted no
time in voicing its
determination to ana-
lyze the rule. It and
other groups have
vigorously opposed
previous attempts to
address the issue.

“This is a volumi-
nous rule where the
fine print matters,”
said the association’s
president and CEO,
Kenneth E. Bentsen Jr.
“We want to ensure it
protects investor
choice and doesn’t
unnecessarily reduce
access to education or
raise costs, particular-
ly for low- and middle-
income savers. With so
much at stake, we will
thoroughly review the
rule and its impact on
investors and express
our views in the public
comment period.”

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.
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about the spill and its ef-
fects were large: the
“massive kill-off” of cor-
al, the dolphin deaths, the
diseased fish, and prob-
lems with oil on the sea-
floor.

There is no single, con-
clusive answer to how the
Gulf is doing, but there
are many questions. Here
are some of them:

Fish

University of South
Florida marine scientist
Steve Murawski sees
problems — tumors, le-
sions and oil traces in in-
ternal organs — in key
fish such as red snapper,
kingsnake eels and espe-
cially tilefish. Carcino-
genic chemicals associat-
ed with oil appear to have
gotten through the skin of
these fish, he said.

“These bottom-feeding
fish are still being impact-
ed by the blowout,” Joye
said. “Their livers have
fresh Macondo oil in
them. Clearly that’s a per-
sistent impact.”

mered,” with no animals
of any sort around. Then
in 2014, she dove to the
same place, and it was
quite different.

“The fact that we saw
living things on the bot-
tom made me do a happy
dance,” Joye said. “The
system is absolutely resil-
ient. Thank God for that.
The biggest question is: Is
it going back to the same
point before the spill and
that’s what we don’t
know.”

The federal govern-
ment doesn’t think the
Gulf is back. At least not
yet. “Obviously the Gulf is
not as healthy as it was,”
NOAA chief scientist
Richard Spinrad said. He
ticks off how everything

BP’s report said com-
mercial catches for fin-
fish “continue to exceed
immediate pre-spill lev-
els.”

Where’s the oil?

“It’s not all gone,” said
former U.S. Geological
Survey chief Marcia
McNutt. Her team calcu-
lated that most of the oil
evaporated, dissolved or
dispersed. Two peer-re-
viewed studies by sepa-
rate respected teams in
2014 and 2015 found that
up to 10 million gallons of
oil is left on the seafloor;
one of them compared it
to a bathtub ring. BP dis-
puted those figures.

“I saw it; I’ve got video
of it,” University of Geor-
gia’s Joye said. It’s not liq-
uid or a layer, she said, but
splotches.

What don’t we
know?

NOAA chief scientist
Spinrad said the govern-
ment hopes to finish its
five-year assessment on
the Gulf by the end of the
year, so it is too early to
make any real conclu-
sions. Some problems
may show up later. It was
not until 10 years after
1989’s Exxon Valdez spill
that scientists noticed a
dramatic crash in the vital
herring population.

Spill
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take longer to load on
mobile devices, and the
columns of text don’t all
fit on the smaller
screens, to the aggrava-
tion of those trying to
read it.

» Bracing for
change: To minimize
complaints, the company
disclosed its plans nearly
two months ago. It also
created a step-by-step
guide and a tool to test
compliance with the new
standards.

Google has faced
uproar about past
changes to its search for-
mula. Two of the bigger
revisions, done in 2011
and 2012, focused on an
attempt to weed out mis-
leading websites and oth-

er digital rubbish. Al-
though that goal sounds
reasonable, many web-
sites still complained
that Google’s changes
unfairly demoted them
in the rankings, making
their content more diffi-
cult to find.

» Still caught off
guard:While most major
merchants and big com-
panies already have
websites likely to meet
Google’s mobile stan-
dard, the new formula
threatens to hurt mil-
lions of small businesses
that haven’t had the mon-
ey or incentive to adapt
their sites for smart-
phones.

“A lot of small sites
haven’t really had a rea-
son to be mobile-friendly
until now, and it’s not go-
ing to be easy for them to
make the changes,”
McGee said.

Google
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