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Business
Business owners 
win SBA awards

Willie A. O’Neal Jr. and
Derek Starling Sr., own-
ers of SOL Engineering
Services LLC of Jackson,
have been named the
SBA 2015 Mississippi
Small Business Persons
of the Year by the Mis-
sissippi District Office of
the U.S. Small Business
Administration. 

Small Business Person
of the Year winners from
50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam and the Virgin
Islands are in competition
for National Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year.
The national winner will
be recognized as the 2015
National Small Business
Person of the Year during
the SBA’s celebration on
May 8 in Washington D.C. 

In addition, at a cere-
mony being planned for
May, the Mississippi SBA
District Office will honor
O’Neal and Starling along
with six other Small Busi-
ness Week winners. 

Aberdeen company
pays emissions fine

An Aberdeen company
that mines and processed
bentonite is paying a
$50,000 fine for failing to
keep accurate records
and test smokestack
emissions. 

S&B Industrial Miner-
als North America, part
of a company based in
Luxembourg, agreed to
pay the fine to the Mis-
sissippi Department of
Environmental Quality. 

A March 10 order from
the department says S&B
didn’t keep required daily
and yearly logs stating
the amount of bentonite it
mined. The order also
says the company failed
to submit required
smokestack tests for fine
dust particles every two
years. The company says
it fixed the problems late
last year. 

Robert Steele, exec-
utive vice president of
S&B’s North American
unit, signed the order on
Feb. 3, agreeing to waive
hearing rights. 

MDA accepting
grant proposals

State Agriculture
Commissioner Cindy
Hyde-Smith announced
that the Mississippi De-
partment of Agriculture
and Commerce is now
accepting proposals for
USDA’s Federal-State
Marketing Improvement
Program. 

FSMIP provides
matching funds on a com-
petitive basis to state
departments of agricul-
ture, state colleges and
universities, and other
appropriate state agen-
cies to assist in exploring
new market opportunities
for U.S. food and agricul-
tural products and to
encourage research and
innovation aimed at im-
proving the efficiency
and performance of the
marketing system. 

Grant funds will not be
awarded for projects that
solely benefit one individ-
ual or one agribusiness.
Applications must be
submitted to the Mis-
sissippi Department of
Agriculture and Com-
merce by 5:00 p.m. on
May 1. Applications
should be submitted to
michaelL@mdac.ms.gov.

Harrison County
company to pay fine

A Harrison County
company is paying a
$4,875 civil fine and giv-
ing $14,625 to the Harri-
son County School Dis-
trict to buy a school bus. 

DuPont Co.’s Delisle
plant agreed with the
Mississippi Department
of Environmental Quality
to pay $19,500 in penal-
ties. DuPont failed to
conduct a pollution test
for sulfur dioxide on a
smokestack within the
required two-year time
frame. DuPont tested 137
days late. 

—Staff, wire reports

PORTFOLIO

A new partnership between two Missis-
sippi schools will change the role of aviation
in local farming practices. 

Precision Agriculture, 2 Plus 2, is a joint
effort between Hinds Community College
and Mississippi State University to bring
“real data in real time for real results” to
Mississippi farmers, officials announced
Thursday in a hangar at Joe Bell Williams
Airport in Raymond.

The program, to be available in the fall,
will offer classes in commercial aviation,
aviation maintenance and aviation technol-
ogy.

Clyde Muse, president of Hinds Commu-
nity College, said the venture would develop
a highly skilled workforce in Unmanned Air-
craft Systems. “Our students will have an op-
portunity now to be assured that all of the
credits they take with us will be transferred
to MSU.” 

Students can graduate with one of two
two-year degrees, Muse said.

An associate of applied science degree
with a concentration in one of several avia-
tion programs allows graduates to go direct-
ly into the workforce, Muse said. Students
who graduate with an associate of arts de-
gree can transfer to MSU with 60 hours to-
ward a bachelor’s degree in agriculture engi-
neering technology with a concentration in
precision agriculture, according to a joint
press release.

Mark Keenum, president of MSU, said the
new program is meeting a need on a global
scale.

Citing the world’s projected 9.5 billion
population by 2050, Keenum said the “global
dinner table” is expanding. Noting the “di-
minishing quantities of water” and the
worldwide problem of human malnutrition,
Keenum said today’s food production would
have to double in order to provide for the
world’s 2050 projected population. Pro-
grams like 2 Plus 2 can help ease that burden,
he said.

“We’re preparing our students to be pre-
pared to address these cultural issues,” Kee-
num said. “These high-tech jobs … for agri-

culture are integral in helping us in the fu-
ture.”

Gov. Phil Bryant told the crowd “preci-
sion aviation is the future, and we do aviation
very well in Mississippi.”

Sharing a childhood memory, the gover-
nor recalled standing in a cotton field, star-
ing at a crop duster overhead. Aviation has
come a long way since then, he said.

“How exciting it was to see,” he said.
“What we’re talking about here is the fu-
ture.”

With 10.9 million acres of farmland in Mis-
sissippi, Bryant said precision aviation
would help produce “more yield per crop.”

Chad Starks, associate vice president for
workforce training and campus assistant
dean of career and technology programs for
HCC, said precision aviation is “doing the
right thing at the right time at the right
place” by using up-to-the-minute data.

Precision aviation “minimizes the foot-
print” and “makes farming more economi-
cal,” Starks said. 

Contact Sarah Folwer at sfowler@gannett.com or
(601) 961-7303. Follow @FowlerSarah on Twitter. 
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Gov. Phil Bryant, second from left, Mississippi State University President Mark Keenum, left, Ted Kendall III, president of The Gaddis Farms, and Hinds
Community College President Clyde Muse, right, appear at Thursday’s ceremony celebrating the Precision Agriculture, 2 Plus 2 partnership at the John Bell
Williams Airport Raymond campus. 

Joint aviation
program takes flight

Partnership will bring 
‘real data’ to state farmers 
Sarah Fowler
The Clarion-Ledger

In a classic case
which proves that “jus-
tice delayed” is not nec-
essarily “justice de-
nied,” more than 350
victims of a business
opportunity scam should
be receiving checks for
at least partial remuner-
ation of their losses —
about 26 years after the
original complaint was
filed.

Back in 1989, the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion charged National
Business Consultants
Inc. and its owner, Rob-
ert Namer, with vio-
lating federal laws after
Namer allegedly told
potential business con-
sultants they could make
between $35,000 and
$100,000 per year with-
out having to market
their own services,
would refund deposits to
successful consultants
under the program, and
would provide refer-
ences. 

This week, 358 people
who reported losing
money under the pro-
gram will be getting a
share of $939,207. The
average consumer will
get about $2,600, which
amounts to about 40
percent what they paid
to invest with Namer’s
company. And under the

terms of the Justice
Department settlement,
Namer must pay the
FTC $2,000 a month for
the next 10 years, with
the money earmarked to
pay more money to the
victims.

The settlement is the
latest chapter on what
has been a tortuous trip
through the court sys-
tem for the case. Ac-
cording to the FTC’s
1989 complaint, National
Business Consultants
and Namer were ac-
cused of falsely telling
consumers they could
make money under the
program. 

“In 1991, the U.S.
District Court of the
Eastern District of Loui-
siana ruled in the FTC’s
favor, entering a $3 mil-
lion judgment against
the defendants,” accord-
ing to the FTC. “Assisted
by staff in the Commis-
sion’s Western Region

Office, the U.S. attorney
for the Eastern District
of Louisiana worked
diligently to collect addi-
tional funds from the
defendants through
numerous legal proceed-
ings. In December 2014,
the Department of Jus-
tice reached a settle-
ment and repayment
terms with Namer, un-
der which he agreed to
pay $1.84 million, en-
abling the FTC to begin
paying the refunds it is
announcing today.”

Consumers should be
receiving checks this
week, from Rust Con-
sulting Inc., adminis-
trator for the program. 

If you have been
informed that you’re
entitled to a refund from
a case with the FTC, or
if you just want to check
to see if you might be
eligible, the FTC lists all
payouts on its website at
www.ftc.gov/enforce-
ment/cases-proceedings/
refunds. In some cases,
the list includes items
that are still open. As
this case demonstrates,
you could be in for a
long wait; still, it’s a
good idea to check to see
if you might be eligible. 

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@ gmail.com.

26 years later, scam
victims to get checks

BILL MOAK

BOONEVILLE — Greg-
ory Chambers was driv-
ing a tractor when he was
7, and the farming bug
never left him.

“It’s always been in
my blood,” he said with a
broad smile.

Now 44, Chambers
has always looked to do
things smarter and bet-
ter, and his invention
could help not only him-
self, but also fellow
farmers across the coun-
try.

His mobile feeding
tank — officially called
the Chambers Feeding
Tank — is used to collect,
store and deliver live-
stock feed. Chambers re-
ceived a coveted U.S.
patent in December.

Chambers also is the
first black Prentiss
County resident in more
than a century to receive
a U.S. patent.

His prototype feeding
tank was displayed Tues-
day at the Prentiss Coun-
ty Ag Center, where
Chambers, his family
and friends and local of-
ficials were joined by
Gov. Phil Bryant and

state Agriculture and
Commerce Commission-
er Cindy Hyde-Smith.

Chambers’ prototype
feeding tank is the first
— but not the last — of its
kind, and he hopes to be-
gin manufacturing and
selling them soon. He in-
tends to take models to
trade shows and other
events to get it on the
market as soon as possi-
ble.

The Chambers Feed-
ing Tank has an internal
system that prevents
feed from caking or so-
lidifying. It also keeps
rodents and pests out.
The tank is mobile and
can be moved virtually
anywhere. The feeding
tank can hold 2-1/2 to 3
tons of feed, and there
are other versions avail-
able as well.

“I’ve got 22 different
designs,” Chambers
said. “It’s not just one
product — it can turn
into 22 different designs,
and it all has to do with
feed.”

The feeding tank can
help all farms of all sizes,
he said.

Chambers has a 160-

Rienzi farmer
patents new
feeding device
Dennis Seid
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
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