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Business
Consultant to
address conference 

Former Jackson resi-
dent Garry Bridgeman,
now head of an Atlanta
consulting company, will
discuss “Building Wealth
in the New Economy” as
featured speaker Friday
at the annual Tougaloo
College Business Confer-
ence at the Jackson Hil-
ton. 

The event begins at
11:45 a.m. 

Bridgeman, executive
director and institutional
consulting director at
Graystone Consulting,
was the first African
American hired by a
major broker-dealer in
Mississippi. When he
lived in Jackson, he
served as chairman of the
Jackson Housing Author-
ity and on the boards of
the Chamber of Com-
merce and Jackson Sym-
phony Orchestra. 

Entrepreneurs
sought for trip

Innovate Mississippi is
seeking two Mississippi
entrepreneurs to join the
Tennessee StartupBus
that will make a stop in
the Jackson area Monday
on its way to compete in
the National StartupBus
Competition in San Anto-
nio. 

StartupBus North
America is a mobile com-
petition where buses
filled with entrepreneurs,
coders and designers
embark on a three-day,
cross-country road trip,
all while forming busi-
nesses and preparing for
the national competition. 

The trip kicks-off with
passengers pitching busi-
ness ideas. Teams form
around the top ideas, and
then the coding, design-
ing and developing be-
gins. 

This year, the event is
being held March 2-6, and
nine buses from seven
regions across the conti-
nent will travel to, and
convene in, San Antonio. 

Interested Mississippi
entrepreneurs should
contact Tasha Bibb at
tbibb@innovate.ms or
(601) 960-3624. 

Leadership changes
at Miss. casinos

Penn National Gaming
has made management
changes at its Mississippi
casinos. 

Kees Eder is retiring
as manager of Boomtown
Biloxi Casino. 

Chett Harrison, who
was the general manager
at Boomtown before
moving over to manage
Hollywood Casino Bay St.
Louis in 2010, will man-
age both casinos. 

Harrison started with
the company in January
2001. He also worked at
the Copa Casino in Gulf-
port and at the Palace
Casino Resort in Biloxi. 

Also, Steve Lambert, a
33-year casino industry
veteran, was named gen-
eral manager of Holly-
wood Casino Tunica. He
joined Penn National in
2005. 

E-Waste Day set for
April 25 in Jackson

The next Business
e-Waste Day is 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. April 25 at the Mis-
sissippi Farmer’s Market
on High Street in Jack-
son. 

Accepted items will be
computers, computer
components, copiers, fax
machines, radios, televi-
sions, cellphones, desk
phones, VCRs, DVD play-
ers, games, monitors,
keyboards, printers,
laptops, scanners and
stereos/radios. There is a
$2 charge per monitor
and a $12 charge per
television. 

Contact Jenny Wood-
ruff at (601) 948-7575, ext.
231, or
jwoodruff@greaterjack-
sonpartnership.com or
Marsha Hobson at (601)
366-4842 or
keepjack@bellsouth.net.

— Staff, wire reports

PORTFOLIO

The state of Mississippi is
proposing to give $12 million to
Middleby Corp., the owner of
Greenwood’s Viking Range, to
help pay for an expansion.

The House passed House Bill
1592 Wednesday.

State Rep. Linda Whittington,
D-Schlater, says the state would
put up $12 million in return for a

$20 million investment by the
upscale kitchen appliance mak-
er, mainly in new equipment.
Middleby, based in Elgin, Ill.,
would hire 120 people and main-
tain 600 total jobs to get an un-
specified amount of money.

State records show 175 work-
ers have been laid off by Viking
since Middleby bought it for
$362 million in late 2012, shatter-
ing the once-paternal image of
the company. Whittington said
she understands the company
has about 500 employees at the
factory today. Viking also em-
ploys people at the Alluvian Ho-
tel and a cooking school in down-
town Greenwood.

Sen. Lydia Chassaniol, R-Wi-
nona, said she didn’t think the
layoffs should disqualify the
company from getting state aid.

“I think it was a pure business
decision,” she said. 

“It would be an opportunity to
hire back some or all of those
folks.”

Whittington said that as part
of a meeting between Middleby
and local officials in December,
the company had agreed to re-
store some other aspects of its
former civic participation, for

example turning on its Christ-
mas lights.

“I don’t want to lose jobs in
Greenwood,” Whittington said.
“Not only do we try to lure busi-
nesses here, but when business-
es in the state have been estab-
lished and need some help, we
need some help.”

The Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority would not dis-
cuss the details of the bill.

“MDA will uphold legislation
that offers support to Mississip-
pi’s existing industries” is all
spokeswoman Marlo Dorsey
would say.

Middleby did not respond to
requests for comment.

Viking Range incentives eyed
House OKs bill to
award $12M for
factory expansion 
By Jeff Amy
Associated Press

LEGISLATURE 2014

Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lu-
mumba did not live to witness
what will happen next to unre-
alized economic development
projects in the city, from the
Farish Street Entertainment
District downtown to revitaliz-
ing U.S. 80 in south Jackson.

But his eight months in of-
fice, city business leaders say,
are enough to suggest the advo-
cacy of Lumumba, who died
Tuesday at age 66, was laying
the type of groundwork that
could help the state’s capital
city finally reinvent itself as a
place to work and live.

One stalled effort that could
gain steam soon from the late
mayor’s efforts is construction
of a roughly 300-room hotel to
serve the Jackson Convention

Complex, an effort Lumumba
felt was essential in Jackson re-
gaining a true foothold in the
South as a business and enter-
tainment destination, says Ron-
nie Crudup, board chairman of
the Jackson Redevelopment
Authority, which is seeking a
hotel developer.

Crudup said Lumumba met
as recently as Friday with JRA
representatives on moving the
hotel effort along. He said the
mayor and other city officials
were seeking an aggressive,
quick timeline to get the long-
delayed proposal request into
developers’ hands.

He says city officials and
whoever is elected Jackson’s

next mayor owe it to Lumumba
to see the hotel deal and other
major projects through.

Arequest for proposals to de-
velop the hotel property could
soon be issued, and a deal to
build the facility may finally be
within reach. Kelvin Moore, the
convention complex’s general
manager, said he feels there is
enough broad support for the
hotel that the process of elect-
ing a new mayor shouldn’t
prove to be even a short-term
setback in the process.

“There’s always the possibil-
ity, but we’re confident that the
city, the convention center and
JRA are of the same mind” re-
garding the importance of the

hotel, Moore said. Supporters of
the hotel say it will draw more
lucrative events and a higher
volume of visitors to the con-
vention center.

Jackson business leaders de-
scribed Lumumba as being gen-
uinely interested and immersed
in ways to create jobs and keep
existing businesses in Jackson
while trying to further long-de-
layed efforts like the hotel and
the Farish Street Entertain-
ment District, a clutch of music
venues and restaurants now
stalled through lawsuits and
countersuits.

Lumumba was an active par-
ticipant in Vision 2022, a multi-
layered, 10-year plan to im-
prove jobs, education and qual-
ity of life in a swath of central
Mississippi that includes Jack-
son, said restaurateur Jeff
Good, who leads the Core City
component of the plan. Core
City work will touch on every-
thing from growing Jackson’s
official downtown borders and 

LUMUMBA’S VISION REMAINS

The Farish Street Entertainment District downtown is among the unrealized economic development projects Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
worked to get back on track. JOE ELLIS/THE CLARION-LEDGER

Carrying the torch
Business leaders
say late mayor’s
plans to continue
By Jeff Ayres
jeff.ayres@jackson.gannett.com

“(Lumumba) was very engaged with (the
Jackson Redevelopment Authority), but not
in putting obstacles in our way. He
understood what the role of JRA traditionally
has been.” 
RONNIE CRUDUP, board chairman of the Jackson Redevelopment Authority

See PLANS, Page 11A

The last time I went to the
store for groceries, I went by
myself. I have to go by myself
if I am going to shop effective-
ly, because I can’t have dis-
tractions. 

I did my research, studying
up on the deals and finding
coupons to supplement them. A
grocery trip can easily take an
hour or 90 minutes, so I have to
carve out enough time. Looking
around, I noticed there were a
lot of other dads out there doing
the same thing. When I was
growing up, it seemed that the
grocery store aisles were dom-
inated by women. Now, the

balance has shifted somewhat.
This is an emerging trend and
signals a sea change in how
gender roles have changed.

A recent study seems to bear
out that notion. Defy Media’s

Acumen Report: Brand New
Man studied more than 2,000
men ages 18-49. The results
point out that men are more
involved with brand choices,
household duties and shopping.
In the study, more than 65 per-
cent of respondents said they
now hold primary shopping
responsibility for several
household product categories,
with 67 percent saying they
enjoy shopping for the house-
hold, and about 63 percent open
to choosing new brands.

“Men have earned their
place as decision makers in the
household,” notes Andy Tu,

executive vice president of
marketing for Defy Media. “In
this year’s report, we uncov-
ered the process that men em-
bark on to discover, connect
with and purchase new brands
and products. We found that
men are not only purchasing in
greater numbers, but in many
cases they are the ones actually
making the brand decisions.”

More than half the married
men surveyed (54 percent)
reported buying more of the
household groceries than their
wives, with nearly 70 percent 

Study: Men taking more responsibility for shopping

BILL MOAK

See MOAK, Page 11A


